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The Precision Shooting Book Club is 
pleased to present their latest offering... 


The Brothers Chandler, in their writings in both Precision 
Shooting magazine, as well as their more recent writings in 
Tactical Shooter, have frequently taken the position of 
Contrarians. They’ve been known to get a few of the natives 
all stirred up from time to time...but authoritative sources, with 
credentials other than self-written, seem to regard the Chan- 
dlers as a breath of fresh air, in a world where others feel that 
they must mouth the party/establishment line, or else. For 
those readers new to us, the Chandlers authored the 
widely read Death From Afar series of five books dealing 
with Marine Corps sniping. Following that, they authored 
the second book ever on their close friend, Marine Corps 
sniping icon Carlos Hathcock, White Feather. Their writ- 
ings have long been distinguished by two characteristics... 
simplistic presentation, lacking perhaps in Churchillian 
prose...but absolutely the most current, cutting-edge 
information on sniping weapons and their accouterments, 
with praise and damnation meted out as they see it, and 
let the chips fall where they may. 


When we first heard of Roy Chandler’s authoring a new 
sniping book, we were delighted with the news. Then 
we learned that it was a work of fiction, and we became 
markedly less interested. Roy Chandler nonetheless 
sent us a copy, with the ink perhaps still a bit wet, and 
insisted that we owed him a quick read, if nothing else. 
We relented, if for no better reason than it would be most 
unusual for Precision Shooting not to carry a new book 
from our friends, the Chandlers. To quote a favorite line 
from The Magnificent Seven...the Mexican bandit chief 
Calvera (played splendidly by Eli Wallach) exclaims... 
“It may even be sacrilegious!” After reading the book 
(primarily to keep the peace around here)...we ruefully 
conclude that it would indeed have been sacrilegious 
Roy F. Chandler (well, stupid, anyway) for us to have skipped the 
opportunity. 


In the Iraqi deserts of the 1990s, an American military 
Scout-Sniper was always in deadly danger. Staff Sergeant 
“Clicker” Bell’s team was dug in and on duty when unex- 
pected orders to assist in a rescue blew everything apart. 
Sniper One ranges from the Iraqi deserts to the western 
mountains of the United States as the acts of war spill 
, over into at least as deadly peacetime combats. This is a 
tale of action and adventure, and the firearms-oriented reader 
will quickly realize that this one was written by a fellow who 
knew guns...and who knew fighting men! The book’s first 
edition had 2,700 copies printed...we have 120 of them... 
autographed by the author. 


I don’t know if the Supreme Court has ever pondered this issue, but it is an American tradition 
that a stool in a bar is a place of sanctuary. 


Once you sit down and order a drink, you have the inalienable right to remain silent. You have 
the right to stare into your glass and brood and ignore the world, including those around you. 


This right has been established, if not by a court of law, then by higher authorities, such as the 


American cowboy movie. 


Syndicated columnist Mike Royko 
Chicago Sun-Times Nov. 1, 1979 


An interesting letter. It lends no 
great new knowledge to the world scene, 
and blazes no new philosophical trails. 
But it was an interesting read! The letter 
comes to us from a well-known, long 
time Highpower shooter from Virginia, 
Clint Fowler, and was prompted by an 
article entitled “Accuracy Versus Foul- 
ing”, authored by PS columnist Fred 
Barker, which appeared in the February 
issue of Precision Shooting. 


Dear Dave, 


Perhaps Mr. Barker’s hypothesis 
explains, to some degree, why the World 
War II .30-06 armor piercing round was 
so surprisingly accurate. Since the round 
had a tungsten core, which was so hard 
that it could not “slump”, it follows that 
jacket friction would be greatly reduced. 
It would then logically follow that foul- 
ing would be minimized thereby. Would 
this not suggest that future advances in 
bullet technology might go to very hard, 
perhaps a sintered core surrounded by a 
suitable jacket material? I seem to recall 
reading in PS a few years back about a 
group in Tennessee /Editor: Powell River 
Laboratory] making some very accurate 
bullets with tungsten cores. 

Apropos of this, during the early ’80s 
I was approached by... we shall call him 
here simply a “military gentleman”... 
whose job was to design weapons, not 
for the military (in large numbers) but 


rather for small groups of the military 
with specific, and often pressing, prob- 
lems. He asked me if it was possible to 
make a new AP round with much higher 
velocity, utilizing the .30 caliber AP 
round of 165 grains weight. While not 
being totally specific about his problem, 
I gathered that somewhere or other there 
were some bad guys in helicopters that 
were making a nuisance of themselves 
(to his way of thinking, anyway). 

Yes, I thought that such a round was 
feasible. While the gentleman was on the 
phone I opened my Sierra manual to the 
.300 Winchester Magnum entry, and saw 
a load for the 168-grain bullet of 75.0 
grains of 4895. I told him that I would 
load up 40 rounds with the AP bullet, and 
I would meet him the next day on Range 
4 at Quantico with my .300 Winchester 
Magnum bolt gun and my shooting gear. 
I held a Highpower classification of High 
Master, and would do my own test firing. 

Came the next day, and the gentleman 
showed up with a piece of a helicopter 
armor plate, and I asked no questions. We 
set up the armor at a backstop and went 
back to 600 yards, where I then fired 
two rounds at a dirt clod to sight in, and 
followed with 10 rounds into the armor 
plate. Upon inspecting the armor plate 
we found the 10 shots in a circle of some 
5-6" in diameter. Each hole looked like it 
was cut with a laser. All in all it looked 
like a pretty effective AP round to me. My 
accomplice was elated, and I suspected 


that certain small (numerically) groups 
of the US military were about to be in- 
troduced to the .300 Winchester Magnum 
sniper rifles, firing the AP bullet through 
9" twist barrels (which was the twist in 
my rifle). 

There was another fellow standing 
there that day, studying the goings- 
on, and not saying a word. After the 
successful conclusion to our testing he 
introduced himself as a member of a US 
Agency (nameless here). He asked me if 
I would load up some more (similar) 
ammo, and meet him back on the same 
range on the following day, as they 
would like to try the ammo in some 
sniper rifles owned and used by that 
particular Agency. 

So the next day there I was, back on 
Range 4 at Quantico. We were to shoot at 
the same piece of armor, but on that day 
the shooting would be done by one of 
their staff, rather than myself. With his 
gun however there were some rounds that 
failed to penetrate, and some that did. 
The rounds that penetrated showed clear 
evidence of yawing. I asked the gentle- 
man what twist was in his barrel, and he 
didn’t know. Upon learning whom the 
maker was I strongly suspected that it 
was a 12" twist, and I suggested that we 
go back to the sniper shack where we 
could use a cleaning rod to check the 
twist rate. It turned out to be a 12" twist 
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These stories may be far from history, where one usually 

reads that such and such a King sent such and such a 

General to such and such a war, and that such and such a 

day they made war or peace, and that this one defeated that one, or 
that one this one, and then proceeded somewhere. 


But I write what is worthy to be recorded. 


Norm & Rocky Chandler 
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100 Radcliffe Circle 
Jacksonville, NC 28546 
(910) 455-3834 
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rate as I suspected, and I told him that if 
he wanted to use that AP bullet, he 
should plan on going to a 9" twist barrel. 
We parted, and I never heard from him 
again. 

Some six months later a white van 
pulled up to the Washington Monument 
and the driver told nearby people that he 
had explosives aboard and was going to 
blow up the Monument. In due course 
the van had government snipers (from 
that fellow’s agency) surrounding it, 
apparently with instructions to shoot if 
the van moved, but otherwise to wait 
him out. He did move the van, and 6 to 
8 rounds penetrated the van’s body, and 
killed the driver. 

I’ve always wondered if it was 165 
grain AP bullets, fired from a 9" twist 
barrel, that were employed that day. 


Clint Fowler 


Another interesting letter. 
Dear Dave, 


Finally getting a chance to write 
about Kent Gooch’s excellent article 
“How To Get The Most Out Of Your 
Mil-dot Reticle”, as appeared in your 
January issue. The man “knows his 
stuff’, and more importantly, from my 
perspective, imparts it to others well. He 
was apparently unaware of one other 
important use of the Mil-dot system, 
though... and I just had to pipe up. 

The Mil-dot reticle can be quite 
useful when the operator is utilizing 
both super and subsonic ammunition (in 
combination with a suppressor). More 
and more, operators are appreciating the 
advantages of the uses of the limited 
range subsonic ammo/suppressor role in 
precision rifle deployment. If one can 
keep the opposition from knowing that 
they’re in a fight, even for a few minutes, 
the exposure factor is decreased in kind. 


This is where the Mil-dot comes 
in handy for those who like to crank 
around on their optics as little as possi- 
ble. Testing here has shown that for a 
weapon zeroed with high velocity ammo 
at 100 meters, a hold of 2 to 2!/2 Mil- 
dots down and perhaps a hair to the left 
or right, depending upon the platform, 
easily produces sub-minute of cranium 
groups at that range for our subsonic 
ammunition. 

I have been asked many times and in 
many places about the effective range of 
subsonic ammunition. I call it at 125 
yards, maximum. The reason is that 
whilst the ammunition is quite constant 
out to 1000 yards, the trajectory limits 
its useful range. For a weapon zeroed at 
100 yards, at 150 yards any subsonic 
projectile will strike about 15!/2" low, 
and at 200 yards it will strike a whoop- 
ing 42" low. As can be seen, past the 
125-yard mark, a misjudgment in range 
of only 10 yards can cause the shot to 
strike a foot low. This is unacceptable 
for precision work. 

I hope that your readers might find 
this information as useful as some of our 
customers have. 


John Whitworth Engel 
Engel Ballistic Research, Inc. 
Smithville, Texas 78957 


The US has broken the second 
rule of war. That is, don’t go 
fighting with your land army on 
the mainland of Asia. Rule one 
is don’t march on Moscow. I 


developed these two rules myself. 


Field-Marshal Montgomery 
(1887-1976), on American policy 


in Vietnam 


About 


the Cover 


This month’s cover photo, 
courtesy of Detective Brian 
Sain, of the Port Arthur, Texas 
Police Department, is com- 
plementary to the article “The 
FBI Advanced Observer/Sniper 
Course” in this issue. In the 
cover photo, Detective Brian 
Sain is on the right, and Detec- 
tive Paul Arvizo (also of the 
Port Arthur PD) is on the left. 
The photo was taken by Randy 
Ball, staff photographer for the 
Houston FBI. 


SURGICAL SHOOTING 


is the closest you will get to Marine Corps 
Scout Sniper training without joining the 
Marine Corps. Owned and operated by 
Marine Scout Snipers Surgical Shooting 
offers the very best in Sniper / Counter 
Sniper training in the world today. 

Our instructor staff have all been involved 
in Sniper operations, training and tactics 
with both the military and law enforce- 
ment for over ten years. Our Chief 
Instructor is the current Chair of the 
Marine Corps Scout Sniper Association 
Membership Committee. 

Surgical Shooting also offers Close 
Quarters Battle courses that are 

instructed by a current law 

enforcement officer and former 

member of the USMC Fleet Anti- 
terrorist Security Team (FAST) Company. 
For more information contact 


Surgical Shooting 
PO Box 374, Pomeroy, WA 99347 
(509) 843-3804 


http://www.surgicalshooting.com 
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Photo #2: The Chandler Sniper Rifle. No frills, just 
flawless function and impressive accuracy. 


BY IAN CHEESEMAN 


The production of accurate rifles, for 
tactical, benchrest, varmint or highpower 
competition shooting, has become almost 
formulaic. Select an appropriate caliber, 
square the action, choose and properly 
chamber a quality barrel, bed in a Mc- 
Millan or other stock of similar quality, 
mount precision iron or telescopic sights, 
go out and shoot sub-minute of angle 
groups. 

This formula works. Together with 
thousands of others I have several match 
rifles that fit this description, and for 
most applications that is all you need 
to do. But, in one specific area that 
is beyond competition, this level of 
sophistication and construction is not 
enough. Sniper weapons systems (SWS) 
have a further requirement, both for the 
police and military; they must survive 
appallingly bad treatment and still deliv- 
er that perfect first shot, every time. 

I recently had the opportunity to put 
one of the world’s leading sniper rifles 
through its paces while attending a one- 
week course intended primarily for 
police tactical marksmen. I managed to 
get the loan of a Chandler Sniper Rifle 
from Norm and Rocky Chandler at Iron 
Brigade Armory. This rifle is remarkably 
similar to the M40A1 SWS issued to 
USMC Scout-Snipers, except that every 


facet of the weapon is carried to its 
ultimate limit. Norm and I are on record 
as disagreeing about some aspects of 
infantry tactics, but in the construction of 
this type of rifle we are in complete 
agreement. A bolt-action sniper rifle has 
to be as tough as a brick outhouse, com- 
pletely reliable, accurate, and infantry 
combat/police tactical deployment resis- 
tant. To meet this last requirement there 
can be no extraneous frills or parts that 
can become detached or inoperative. 

The Chandler Rifle meets these crite- 
ria. The McMillan stock does not have 
an adjustable cheek piece or length of 
pull, so there is nothing there to break 
or fall off. The barrel channel is just 
wide enough for free floating but narrow 
enough to stop foreign matter entering 
and changing the zero. There is a sensibly 
recessed crown on the barrel to prevent 
dings, the scope mount is immensely 
strong, the trigger guard is forged steel 
that really does protect the trigger, there 
is no external magazine to lose or which 
will misfeed, and the sling attachment 
points are very firmly screwed to the 
stock. Taken as a whole and built by the 
excellent craftsmen at Iron Brigade 
Armory, these features combine with a 
Remington 700 receiver and a match 
barrel to make a combat infantry quality 
weapon system. (See photo #1) 

Before everyone out there takes up 


his/her pen to say that their SWS, at half 
the price, is just as good as the Chandler, 
please understand my definition of 
combat infantry quality and take this 
test. Drop the rifle from a height of 
48 inches onto a very muddy grass 
and water surface, then remove all the 
operator adjustable parts such as cheek 
pieces, butt assemblies, bipods and mag- 
azines and lose them. Now soak the 
weapon and sights in driving rain for 
eight hours, disassemble it, dry it out, 
and reassemble it with available hand 
tools and no torque wrench. Then con- 
duct a 400 yard advance to contact and 
stalk through dense woods, during which 
you fall down, bang the rifle against 
trees, and smack the scope on a branch, 
then score a dead center 100 yard cranial 
vault shot, followed by a sub half minute 
of angle five-shot group. The Chandler 
can do all that and more. I know because 
I proved it to myself on the course. 

I also know that none of my competi- 
tion rifles could be guaranteed to do 
that. I have emphasized the ability to 
withstand combat/tactical conditions, 
both for the police and the military 
sniper. For anyone who has not been an 
active service infantryman or a police 
sniper, it is impossible to understand the 
wear and tear and abuse a weapon takes 


Continued on next page 
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in these conditions. Despite all precau- 
tions the weapon is going to be bounced 
off of doorways on the way in and out of 
vehicles and helicopters, it is going to be 
dragged across the ground or roof tops, it 
is going to get wet and frozen or hot and 
filled with sand or dust. And at the end of 
the day it has to take an 800 meter shot 
for a military sniper, or more critically, a 
125 yard cranial vault shot against an 
armed hostage taker who is holding an 
innocent civilian in front of him as a 
shield. 

A corollary to “infantry quality” 
equipment is that any part of a weapon 
that can break off or be lost will do just 
that. Any current or former Senior NCO 
or officer in the Marines or the Army 
will know the feeling of being faced 
with a soldier or Marine who has the 
separate parts of a seemingly indestruc- 
tible device in his two hands. Or who is 
holding a piece of equipment that is 
missing a vital component that is 24 
inches in diameter, painted Day-Glo 
orange and which floats, and who is 
saying, “I don’t know what happened, 
Sergeant. It was here five minutes ago.” 
My father once described infantrymen 
as people who, if they were locked stark 
naked in a padded cell with two 1" steel 
ball bearings, would, within ten min- 
utes, lose one and break the other. I 
know many of you smiled at these last 
sentences, I also know that you all know 
that there is truth behind the statements, 
so any weapon deployed in sniping, the 
ultimate infantry role, must be tough 
and grunt-proof. 

Plenty of manufacturers and gun- 
smithing firms make sniper rifles today. 
They are usually excellent and in the 
case of the Remington PSS, have proba- 
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bly whacked more bad guys than any 
other rifle. But, if it was one of my near- 
est and dearest that was being used as a 
shield by a bad guy, I would want the 
tactical marksman who was tasked to 
nail him to be using a Chandler. 

The Chandler I used was Rifle #3 from 
a production run now in the hundreds, so 
it wasn’t brand new off the assembly line. 
It was mounted with a Leupold MILR 
3.5x10 scope with a mil-dot reticle with 
quarter minute clicks and was chambered 
for the 7.62NATO cartridge. (See Photo 
#2) As it arrived from Iron Brigade 
Armory, and with a good cleaning of the 
bore, it shot a .364", 5-shot group on day 
one of the course, and continued to fire 
similarly small groups whenever it was 
operated from a supported position, using 
Winchester and Federal factory match 
ammunition. This sort of quality is not 
inexpensive, and a Chandler will set your 
department back approximately $4,650, 
including the case, scope and all the other 
necessary accessories. But this price is a 
good investment in avoiding litigation. 


After all it is hard for an attorney to argue 
against a department that buys the best 
quality equipment and puts it in the hands 
of well-trained marksmen. 

How good do I think the Chandler is? 
I have ordered one. We have all seen 
those adds that say buy these binoculars 
6 they are 99% as good as Leica and 
only half the cost, or buy this watch, it 
looks like a Rolex and is almost as 
robust but only costs half as much. Well 
if your binos stop working or your watch 
loses five minutes a month, most likely 
no one is going to die. But there is no 
such thing as a small failure or a near 
miss with a hostage’s life on the line. 


Contacts: 


Iron Brigade Armory 

100 Radcliffe Circle 
Jacksonville, NC 28546 

Tel: 910-455-3834 
www.ironbrigadearmory.com 


Photo #1: A close view of the rock solid Scope mount, rings and trigger guard on 
the Chandler Sniper Rifle. The action is smooth as silk and the scope, a Leupold 
MILR 3.5x10x40, is excellent. 
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BY JAMES TIGER McKEE 
(Photos by Carl Donath) 


In 1998, while attending Col. Jeff 
Cooper’s “General Pistol” course, I 
made the inevitable purchase of a Steyr 
Scout rifle after committing the “mis- 
take” of test firing one. I knew it was a 
unique firearm but it was only after 
receiving my own rifle that I began to 
discover all the subtle, and not so subtle, 
features the weapon had to offer. The 
Scout truly seemed to be the “General 
Purpose” rifle I had been searching for. 
I wanted to learn how to operate it 
properly, to bring my own skill level up 
to the capabilities of the rifle, and there 
was no better way to do this than to train 
again under Col. Cooper, the gentleman 
behind the concept and production of 
the Scout by Steyr Mannlicher. I began 
making arrangements to attend Col. 
Cooper’s “General Rifle” class in 1999. 

Proper use of the Scout, as taught by 
Col. Cooper, is unlike any shooting that I 
had ever done before. The majority of 
my firearms experience and training has 
been in the defensive use of handguns 
and carbines. I understood “General 
Rifle” was a different concept but I 
would not fully comprehend and value 
this difference until I had completed the 
week of instruction. 

There has been an abundance of ma- 


Col. Cooper lecturing. 


terial published concerning the Scout 
concept; a lightweight rifle fitted with a 
forward mounted low power scope. The 
Scout, as manufactured by Steyr, has an 
integral bipod up front, a reserve magazine 
in the stock, and flip up iron sights for 
backup. The rifle was designed, according 
to Col. Cooper, to be “a general-purpose 
rifle,’ that is “capable of striking a single 
decisive blow, on a live target of up to 200 
kilos in weight, at any distance at which 
the operator can shoot with the precision 
necessary to place a shot in a vital area 
of the target.’ “Ruggedness, versatility 
and speed of operation” are also desirable 
characteristics. 

The “General Rifle” class was con- 
ducted at the NRA Whittington Center 
located in northern New Mexico. The 
Center covers over 300,000 acres of land 
and is the perfect facility for training of 
this type. A variety of housing, camping, 
and RV hookups are available for shoot- 
ers and the breathtaking countryside, 
which includes the Santa Fe Trail, is 
home to an abundance of wildlife. 
“Cease fire” was declared several times 
during the week in response to bear or 
deer crossing the firing range. 

The course was sponsored by Gun- 
smoke Training Center, operated out of 
Wheatridge, Colorado by Rich Wyatt. 
Assisting the Col. and Rich in their 
attempt to mold us into riflemen would 
be long time instructors Tom Russell 


and Mike Waidelich. 

Our introduction to “General Rifle” 
began on Monday with a classroom 
session during which Col. Cooper out- 
lined the schedule for the week and the 
skills that students were expected to 
demonstrate at each stage of instruction. 
Our goal for the week was to acquire the 
ability to make “first round hits, on 
appropriate targets, at unknown ranges, 
from improvised firing positions, 
against the clock.” “You must learn to 
shoot the rifle to its full capability,” the 
Col. stated with a knowing smile on his 
face, “with a balance between speed and 
accuracy.” 

After a review of safety issues the 
instructors held an equipment inspection 
on everyone’s rifles. It was interesting 
to note that well over half of the twenty- 
one students would be shooting Scout 
rifles. Since Rich Wyatt is also a gun- 
smith, any potential problems identified 
with equipment during inspection were 
dealt with promptly and efficiently. (I 
took advantage of this by having him 
perform a trigger job on my Scout that 
evening.) Once inspected everyone 
secured their gear and we settled back 
for lectures on the various firing posi- 
tions, proper use of the shooting sling 
and scope, and the correct method of 


Continued on next page 
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Col. Jeff Cooper’s General 
Rifle Course, 1999 Continued 


trigger manipulation. The Col. then 
released everyone for a lunch break. 

Following lunch we met on the range 
to establish zeroes for our weapons. 
Splitting up into relays we began bench 
firing at 25 yards, making adjustments 
as directed by the instructors, and then 
moved the targets to 100 yards for sub- 
sequent groups. Our objective was a 
final zero at 200 yards, which required a 
grouping approximately 3 inches high at 
100 yards. After everyone had this dialed 
in we repositioned the targets to 200 
yards for final verification of our zero. 
When the instructors were satisfied with 
everyone’s 200-yard groups from the 
bench we broke for the day. 

Our second day established the trend 
for the rest of the week. After breakfast 
we would assemble in the classroom 
for instruction and discussion on the 
activities of the day and then proceed to 
one of the numerous ranges for our fir- 
ing drills. Following lunch we would 
regroup on the designated range and 
continue training. Our day ended with a 
rendezvous back at the classroom for a 
debriefing on the day’s events and a 
recommendation of homework assign- 
ments, such as dryfire practice, that 
would help us prepare for the next day’s 
training. 

Range drills were designed to take 
the students from standing with the rifle 
at “high-ready,” (buttstock at waist level 
and the muzzle held high in line with 
your eyes and target), into a stable firing 
position that would allow us to make a 
hit within an allotted amount of time. 
The key, as the Col. stated, was, “if you 
can get closer get closer; if you can get 
steadier, get steadier.’ Depending upon 
the situation a snap shot from offhand 
could be required or you might have 
time to sling up and drop into a steadier 
position such as the sitting or prone. 

For example, starting in “high-ready,” 
we were allowed 1.5 seconds to snap the 
rifle up and press off a hit to the head of 
an IPSC target from a range of 25 yards. 
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The same technique was then applied to 
center mass shots from 50 yards. 

In a more energetic exercise, such as 
the “Rifle Bounce,” you would start from 
“ready” and fire on command from off- 
hand at a pepper popper target 100 yards 
away, move three feet right and assume 
your position of choice to fire at another 
target 200 yards downrange, move 
another three feet right, select a third 
position and fire at a 300-yard target. 
The object was to hit all three targets in 
the shortest amount of time possible 


a 


without firing over six rounds. The 
quickest way to accomplish this, as 
instructor Mike Waidelich reminded us 
frequently, was “three rounds, three 
hits.” With students giving their all to 
achieve the quickest time, you can see 
why they call it a “Rifle Bounce.” (The 
fastest time the instructors have ever 
recorded was a blistering 14 seconds.) 
Although we did some shooting on 
steel targets at 600 yards we normally 
fired at distances of 25 to 300 yards. All 
the shooting we attempted fell within 


Col. Cooper lectures us on aspects of each day’s instruction. 


Firing under the watchful eyes of the instructors and Col. Cooper. Tiger McKee is 


the closest shooter. 


what was termed “realistic distances.” The 
entire time we were pushing to discover 
what our rifles were capable of and more 
importantly where our abilities or limita- 
tions might lie concerning marksmanship. 

A significant aid to marksmanship 
is the “Ching Sling” which every Scout 
is outfitted with from the factory. This 
sling is a unique design that is mounted at 
three points on the rifle. When properly 
adjusted this feature allows you to sling 
up in the absolute minimal amount of 
time without having to readjust anything. 
Use of the sling is strongly “prescribed” 
by Col. Cooper for any shooting position 
in which your left elbow, for a right- 
handed shooter, is supported. At the 
end of the week I could begin standing 
with the rifle unslung and by the time I 
dropped to prone, have the sling on my 
arm, tightened, and ready to fire. For 
those unacquainted with the “Ching 
Sling” I strongly recommend it; this 
is one of several techniques I learned 
to value. 

In addition to marksmanship we were 
constantly coached on improving our 
manipulation skills. After each shot you 
were expected to work the bolt smartly, 
keeping the butt in your shoulder, and 
recover for a follow-up shot if required. 
The smallest inconsistencies in tech- 
nique were identified and corrected by 
our eagle-eyed instructors as_ they 
attempted to refine our gun handling 
skills. Even bolting the rifle was to be 
accomplished in a specified method that 
allowed you to get a round chambered 
in as short a time as possible. Instead of 
the obvious four count action, up-back- 
forward-down, Col. Cooper advocates a 
two-count manipulation. The first step is 
a movement that combines the up and 
back actions of the bolt into one fluid 
stroke. The two-count is composed of 
the forward and downward actions 
combined into one swift motion. 

The exercises that stand out in my 
mind as being the most exciting of the 
week would have to be shooting flying 
clays and the stalks down the “Jeff and 
Janelle Cooper Rifle Walk.” Both of 
these events were difficult tests of the 
week’s instruction. 


Firing on flying clays with a .308 rifle 
was something I had never attempted. 
Hitting them in flight with a rifle was an 
indescribable thrill. I attribute much of 
the ability to hit the clays in flight to the 
design features of the Scout which permit 
the low power Leupold scope to be 
mounted forward of the receiver. This 
configuration allows you to shoot with 
both eyes open enabling you to spot the 
clay with your left eye while you focus on 
the reticle of the scope with your right eye. 

Standing in the ready position the 
student would wait for the release and 
snap the rifle into the shoulder as soon as 
the clay flew. With both eyes remaining 
open you spot the clay, line it up between 
the crosshairs, and press the trigger. “Do 
it that way every time,” the Col. would 
say, “and you can’t miss.” Several stu- 
dents scored hits and each successful 
shot was followed by hearty applause 
from the class and instructors. 

On days four and five we had our 
stalks through the “Rifle Walk.’ The 
“Walk” is a hilly path with custom 
designed steel targets set up at various, 
and sometimes devious, locations among 
the scrub and rocks. The secret to suc- 
cess in this endeavor was to take it slow 
and relaxed while constantly searching 
the landscape in front and to both sides. 


Take a couple of steps, stop and search, 
crouch and search, then rise and move 
forward another few steps and repeat 
the process. This reminded me a lot of 
clearing an internal structure — visually 
pie all corners and address one problem 
area at a time. Once you had spotted a 
target, verbal pressure was supplied by 
Tom the instructor. “Hurry! Hurry! He’s 
charging! Shoot him now!!!” There’s 
nothing like someone shouting at the 
back of your head to add that extra bit of 
tension and get your adrenaline flowing 
while attempting to concentrate on 
making a hit. After the run the instructor 
would offer the student a detailed cri- 
tique of both positive and negative 
aspects of their performance. 

On the last day, Saturday, everyone 
participated in the class shoot-out. If the 
previous drills hadn’t tested our mettle 
the shoot-out certainly did. There is 
something about a man against man 
competition that challenges our abilities 
in a way no other event can. The course 
of fire was simple. With both shooters 
standing ready Col. Cooper would give 
the command to “fire.” There were two 
targets per shooter, one at 100 yards and 
another at approximately 180 yards. 


Continued on next page 
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Col. Jeff Cooper’s General 
Rifle Course, 1999 continued 


Whoever hit their two targets first won 
one point; two points were required to 
win the round. The nearest target had to 
be hit first from offhand then the second 
target could be fired upon from any posi- 
tion the shooter preferred. On the second 
target most students fired from the sitting 
or prone. The competition was substan- 
tial, particularly in the battle for first and 
second place (which was a four point 
round), and all the participants gave it 
their best and most strenuous efforts. 
Final business of the class consisted 
of awarding certificates to the students. 
Four of the students were presented with 
the fabled “E Ticket” or expert rating 
from Col. Cooper and the instructors. 
Photos were snapped, books were auto- 
graphed by the Col., and good-byes 
were exchanged between everyone with 
promises to keep in touch. I must say 


Euber a Bullets 
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Target shown above measures .271, and is 
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that this was one of the best groups I 
have ever schooled with. 

Everyone enjoyed the training and 
spending time around Col. Cooper is 
always a real pleasure in itself. He has 
contributed much to a way of life that 
we all love and we will be in his debt for 
many years to come. If you ever have 
the opportunity to train under his tute- 
lage do not hesitate. Rich, Tom, 
and Mike also deserve thanks for a 
job well done. 

I had two motives for attending this 
class. I wanted to test my Scout under 
field conditions to see how it functioned 
and I wanted to learn something about 
the “art of the rifle” from the man who 
literally wrote the book. The class ful- 
filled both objectives without question. 

The Scout rifle performed flawlessly 
through over 300 rounds of 168-grain 
moly-coated Hornady ammunition. It is 
without doubt the most versatile firearm 
I have ever had the pleasure of operating 
and during the week’s training it certain- 
ly met all of the Colonel’s specifications 
for a “General Purpose” rifle. This is not 
to say that it has no limitations but I 
know that it will execute any duty I 


should ever call on it to accomplish. 

I was fortunate enough to perform 
well in all events during the course of 
the class, managed to take first place in 
the class shoot-out, and go home with 
one of the four “E Tickets” awarded. 
What I had been able to accomplish 
with the Scout far exceeded my expecta- 
tions when I began training and this is a 
true measure of the success of the class 
and instructors. Even though I realize 
that there is still much to be learned I 
now have a serious appreciation, thanks 
to Col. Cooper and the guys, for the 
practical applications of the “General 
Rifle” concept. 

[Editor: About the Author... James 
Tiger McKee is the founder and lead 
instructor of Shootrite Firearms Acad- 
emy in Huntsville, Alabama (256) 
721-4602. His background includes the 
successful completion of the “General 
Pistol” and “General Rifle” courses 
of Colonel Jeff Cooper. The contact 
for Cooper Rifle and Pistol courses 
is Tom Russell, (806) 669-7378, 
church @nts-online.net 


Winners of the shoot-off and instructors. (L-R) Tom Russell, Tiger McKee, Mike 
Waidelich, Rich Wyatt, Pete Lessler, Anthony Davis, and Col. Cooper (seated). 


Introduction 

The main difference between cold 
weather and warm weather sniping is 
that the elements in a cold situation can 
kill you just as fast as an armed enemy. 
When confronted with the possibility of 
having to spend many hours outdoors in 
these elements, we must consider not 
only comfort levels, but also survival 
itself. 


Wind Chill 

Temperature is a measure of the heat 
of a substance. When your local meteo- 
rologist tells you how warm or cold it is 
going to be outside, he or she is general- 
ly referring to the temperature of the air 
close to the surface of the Earth. But 
temperature alone will not tell you how 
cold you’ll feel when you get outside— 
especially if there is a wind blowing! 

Any warm object, like a human 
being, will lose heat when it is exposed 
to cold air. The greater the wind speed, 
the faster the object will lose heat. The 
difference between people and inani- 
mate objects is that we feel or sense the 
heat loss. A temperature we feel is 
called a sensible temperature. Maybe 
you’ve noticed that some days feel 
colder than others do when there is a 
strong wind blowing, even if the temper- 
atures are the same. This phenomenon is 
known as wind chill. To estimate the 
heat loss based on temperature and wind 
speeds, we use the Wind Chill Index. 
Wind chill is referred to as an equivalent 


or sensible temperature, since it is not 
an actual temperature. 

The Wind Chill Index is based on an 
equation first proposed in 1939 by Paul 
Siple, a famous geographer, polar 
explorer, and an authority on Antarctica. 
In the 1940s, he and fellow Antarctic 
explorer Charles F. Passel conducted 
experiments on the amount of time it 
took for water to freeze in a plastic cylin- 
der while exposed to the elements. They 
discovered that the time it took for the 
water to freeze depended on the initial 
temperature of the water, the outside air 
temperature, and the speed of the wind. 
This was the original formula: 


H = (10.45 + 10 sqrt (v) - v) (33-t) 


where: 
H = heat loss (in kilocalories per 
square meter-hour) 
V = wind speed (meters per sec- 
ond/mps) 
T = temperature (°C) 


The US National Weather Service 
uses the following formula to calculate 
wind chill: 


WC = 91.4 - (0.474677 - 0.020425 * V 
+ 0.303107 * SQRT(V)) * (91.4 -T) 


where: 
WC = Wind Chill Index 
V = wind speed (mph) 
T = temperature (°F) 


_ DR. RODNEY D. RYAN, PH.D. 


al 


The wind chill factor, which only 
affects humans and animals, causes the 
air to feel colder than it really is. This 
helps us to understand how cold it feels 
outside! Moving air carries heat away 
from the body more effectively than air 
that is not moving. If there is no wind, 
the heat radiating from a person’s body 
will stay near the body and warm the air 
around it. Therefore, the wind chill is 
simply a means of describing the effect 
of the movement of air on the heat loss of 
a person’s body. 

Let’s face it, the weather strongly 
influences how we plan our operations 
and what we wear! If it is raining, we 
wear Gore-Tex™ or some other type of 
rainproof clothing. If it’s cold and snow- 
ing, we dress in extra layers to keep 
warm and dry. If there is a strong wind 
blowing on a cold winter’s day, we 
will feel colder than if there is no wind at 
all. Based on temperature and wind 
speed, wind chill is a good indicator of 
how cold we feel outside and allows us 
to make better decisions to help avoid 
cold-weather dangers. 


Note: The wind chill formula is 
not valid for wind speeds less than 
4 mph. Also, due to rounding con- 
ventions used, values may vary 
slightly from other charts. 
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Winter Sniping 
Considerations Continued 


Prevention is always the key! To 
protect yourself from any cold-weather 
danger, always dress appropriately. If 
your meteorologist says to expect an 


This is a condition where the core body 
temperature decreases to a level at which 
normal muscle and brain functions are 
impaired. Any prolonged exposure to 
temperatures less than 98.6 degrees can 
be linked to hypothermia! Here are 
some of the conditions that can lead to 


Severe Hypothermia (core body tem- 
perature ranges from 90-75 degrees 
Fahrenheit): 

e Pupils are dilated 

e Skin is pale 

e Pulse rate decreases 

¢ Muscle rigidity develops 


extremely low Wind Chill Index, don’t hypothermia: e Shivering occurs in waves, it is 
go outside in shorts! Be careful to * Cold temperatures violent and then pauses; the 
remove wet clothing quickly and * Wetness pauses eventually grow longer 


exchange it for dry garments. Protect 
your extremities! Fingers, noses, toes, 
and ears are usually the most susceptible 
areas to cold-weather injuries. Wear 
gloves, warm socks that will not cause 
excessive sweating, and a hat or scarf. 
But why should we care about wind 
chill? Well, a lower wind chill can 
increase the rate at which certain cold- 
weather dangers, such as frostbite and 
hypothermia, can develop. There are 
precautions that we can take to avoid 
them when outside in extreme weather, 
such as wearing proper clothing and 
using appropriate equipment. You can 
also check yourself regularly for wet or 
cold areas on your body while outside 
in extreme weather or use the buddy 
system to look for signs of danger and 
rewarm body parts as needed. Check out 
our “Cold Weather Dangers” section 
below to learn more about these condi- 
tions, the precautions you can take to 
avoid them, and what the symptoms are! 
So what are these cold-weather 
dangers? One of them is hypothermia. 


Table of Wind-chill Values: English Units 


¢ Improper dress/equipment 
¢ Alcohol intake 
¢ Poor food intake 


The severity of hypothermia can vary, 
depending on how low the core body 
temperature gets. There are specific 
signs and symptoms to look for. The 
condition worsens as the core body 
temperature lowers. 


Mild Hypothermia (core body tem- 
perature ranges from 99-95 degrees 
Fahrenheit): 
¢ Involuntary shivering 
¢ Inability to perform complex motor 
functions (such as skiing, shooting) 


Moderate Hypothermia (core body 
temperature ranges from 95-90 degrees 
Fahrenheit): 
e Slurred speech 
e Violent shivering 
e Dazed consciousness 
e Irrational behavior (for example, 
the person may begin undressing 
and is unaware of being cold) 
* Loss of fine motor coordination 


and longer until shivering ceases 
e Person falls to the ground and 
cannot walk; may curl into a fetal 
position to conserve heat 
¢ Person loses consciousness, heart- 
beat and respiration are erratic 
¢ Cardiac and respiratory failure, 
then death 
It is important to be able to recognize 
the symptoms of hypothermia before it is 
too late. To determine whether someone 
is suffering from hypothermia, ask the 
person questions that require higher 
reasoning skills. For example, someone 
who is hypothermic will probably be 
unable to count backward by sixes from 
100. Shivering that can be stopped 
voluntarily is probably an indication of 
mild hypothermia. If you suspect severe 
hypothermia and the person is curled 
into the fetal position, pull back on one 
arm. If the arm curls back up, the person 
is still alive, but in need of immediate 
medical treatment. 
Now that you’ve learned a little about 
the symptoms of hypothermia, you need 
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to know how to treat it. The most impor- 
tant things to remember are to reduce heat 
loss, add fuel and fluids, and add heat. 


To Treat Mild to Moderate 
Hypothermia: 

e Add layers of dry clothing. 

e Increase physical activity. 

e Find shelter. 

¢ Keep the hypothermic person fed 
and hydrated. Carbohydrates, with 
five calories per gram, are released 
quickly in the bloodstream, creat- 
ing a momentary heat surge. Pro- 
teins, with four calories per gram, 
and fats, containing nine calories 
per gram, are slowly released into 
the bloodstream. These types of 
food supply a heat source over a 
longer period of time. Hot liquids 
and sugars are also good. Avoid 
caffeine, tobacco/nicotine, and 
alcohol. 

e Add heat (light a fire or use 
some other external heat source). 
Try body-to-body contact (the 
hypothermic person should be in 
dry clothing, in a sleeping bag, and 
the normothermic person should 
be in dry, lightweight clothing). 


To Treat Severe Hypothermia: 
e Try a hypothermia wrap. Be sure 
that the hypothermic person is 
- dry and has a layer of clothing to 
minimize sweating. Use multiple 
sleeping bags, wool blankets, 
wool clothing, and an aluminum 
“space” blanket to create at least 
four inches of insulation around 
the person, especially between the 
person and the ground. Wrap this 
entire ensemble in plastic to pre- 
vent wind or water intrusion. 
¢ Keep the hypothermic person 
hydrated and fueled. A severely 
hypothermic person will be 
unable to digest solid food 
because the stomach may have 
shut down. Try warm sugar-water 
or diluted Jell-O™., 
e The hypothermic person will have 
to urinate from cold diuresis; a 
full bladder can mean additional 


heat loss. Urinating will conserve 
some heat. You will have to help 
the hypothermic person do this. 
Be careful to wrap him/her back 
up tightly in the hypothermia 
wrap when finished. 

e Add heat using chemical heat 
packs, hot water bottles, warm 
rocks, or compresses. Rescue 
breathing for the severely hypother- 
mic person can increase oxygen and 
provide internal heat. 


It is important not to rewarm the 
peripheral areas of any hypothermic vic- 
tim! The core area of the body should be 
rewarmed to prevent a situation called 
afterdrop. Afterdrop can occur when 
very cold blood from a peripheral area, 
such as the legs or arms, returns to the 
core of the body and lowers the core 
temperature even further! This blood 
may be acetic, as well, and letting it 
return to the core of the body can cause 
cardiac arrhythmia and death. 

Although a hypothermic victim may 
exhibit all the signs of being clinically 
dead, such as blue skin, fixed and dilated 
pupils, rigid muscles, and no noticeable 
breathing, he or she may still be alive! 
The victim may be in a state of “meta- 
bolic icebox,’ which occurs when the 
body temperature drops to 86 degrees 
Fahrenheit or lower. If this is the case, 
it is necessary to rewarm the victim 
and possibly perform CPR. DO NOT 
perform CPR if a heartbeat is detectable, 
even at a rate of 2-3 beats per minute. 
The heart is beating slowly, but it is still 
distributing blood. The heart is hyper- 
excitable during severe hypothermia 
and stimulation through CPR, or simply 
moving a victim, can cause fibrillation 
leading to death. 


Frostnip and Frostbite 

Frostnip and frostbite are two types 
of cold injuries that are related to the 
amount of heat circulating to peripheral 
areas of the body. These include fingers, 
toes, ears, and the nose. Frostnip is 
essentially the freezing of the top layers 
of skin; it is generally reversible. Frost- 
bite is more severe because freezing 


occurs through all layers of skin, and 
muscle and tissue may freeze. Both are 
serious conditions. Preventative mea- 
sures should be taken whenever there is 
potential danger. 

So, what are the factors that can lead 
to these conditions? Well, some of them 
are: 

¢ Wind chill 

e Wetness 

¢ Lack of insulation 

¢ Dehydration 

¢ Constrictive clothing 

¢ Exposed skin 

¢ Body type 


Alcohol, nicotine, and caffeine can 
also influence your susceptibility to 
frostnip and frostbite. Alcohol can 
increase heat loss by increasing surface 
blood flow. Caffeine causes water loss 
and can speed dehydration. Nicotine 
can decrease the blood flow to periph- 
eral body parts and increase your 
chances of getting frostnip or frostbite. 
What are some of the signs of frostnip 
and frostbite? And how do you treat 
these conditions? 

Frostnip can cause the skin to look 
very white and waxy. The top layers of 
skin can feel hard, but the tissue under- 
neath will still feel soft. There may be 
some numbness associated with frostnip. 
To treat frostnip, gently warm the affect- 
ed area by placing it against a warm 
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Winter Sniping 
Considerations Continued 


body part (your own or another per- 
son’s), or by blowing warm air on the 
affected area. 

Frostbite can cause the skin to look 
white and feel hard all the way through 
the skin layers. Numbness is also associ- 
ated with this condition. If only a small 
area on the body is affected, frostbite can 
be treated as frostnip. However, if there 
is deep frostbite, such as when muscle or 
bone freezes, it becomes a much more 
serious condition that requires further 
treatment. Immerse the affected body 
part in a water bath of 105-110 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Dry heat is not effective. It 
is important that the water temperature 
doesn’t exceed 110 degrees Fahrenheit 
because further damage may occur. It 
is also important that the temperature 
of the water is continuously monitored, 
since it will cool, and warm water is 
added as needed. Do not run water 
directly over the affected area. The water 
bath should last about 25-40 minutes. 
Once rewarmed by the water bath, the 
area should be soft and color and feel- 
ing should return. Once the area is 
rewarmed, it should be wrapped and 
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protected from movement and cold. The 
rewarmed body part cannot be used 
again once rewarmed. Also, it is crucial 
that the body part be protected from 
refreezing. If you cannot protect the 
body part from refreezing once it is 
warmed, then do not rewarm it. Once 
tissue is frozen, the bulk of the damage 
has already been done. Refreezing frost- 
bitten tissue can cause extensive damage 
and may lead to tissue loss. 

Please note: NEVER rub skin that 
is affected by frostnip or frostbite. Ice 
crystals form within cells during the 
freezing of tissue. Rubbing affected skin 
can cause the destruction of cells as 
they are torn from the ice crystals. 


Clothing Considerations 

The old Army Ranger adage “Travel 
Light, Freeze at Night” just does not cut 
it for extreme weather conditions. You 
may just kill yourself and your team if 
you don’t plan your equipment list for 
the extreme. It matters little if you are a 
military sniper on extended operations, a 
law enforcement sniper deployed on a 
hostage barricade situation for several 
hours or a hunter out to put food on the 
table. The conditions that have been 
discussed earlier can, and will kill you 
in a very short amount of time. 


ON a modified sporting rifle, 
ACC! CY INTERNATIONAL rifle 

in integrated state of the art system from 

ept to finished rifle, representing a standard 
cellence unmatched anywhere in the world. 
In use worldwide, now in America. 


Factory direct to a dealer near you. 


For information about the complete line of products, contact: 


hone 423 482 0330 » Fax 423 482 0336 * www.accuracyintemational.com 


The first thing we must do is under- 
stand the design principles of current 
cold weather clothing. They are: Insu- 
late-Insulation material reduces the 
amount of heat loss. By regulating 
the amount of insulation, an individual 


First Layer 


Second Layer 


can regulate the amount of heat lost 
or retained. Layer-Several layers of 
clothing provide more insulation and 
movement than one heavy garment, even 
if the heavy garment is as thick as the 
combined layers. Air pockets trapped 
between the layers provide insulation 
and warmth. Ventilation-Ventilation 
helps maintain a comfortable body tem- 
perature by allowing excess heat and 
moisture to escape. 

With the principles in mind, the key 
to keeping warm in winter climates is the 
word C-O-L-D. 


Keep it - C lean 

Avoid - O verheating 
Wear it - L oose in layers 
Keep it - D ry 


Keep clothing clean. Dirty clothes are 
cold clothes. Dirt and grease clog the air 
spaces in clothing and reduce insulation. 
Avoid overheating. Select comfortable 
clothing and don’t overdress. In cold 
weather, it is better to be a little cool 
rather than risk being overheated. Wear it 
loose. All items of your cold weather 
clothing should be large enough to allow 


= 


Third Layer 


wearing of the appropriate number of 
layers. If no loose fitting layers exist, 
then you will have less insulation to keep 
you warm. Keep it dry. It is important to 
keep clothing dry, since wet clothing 
conducts heat away from the body more 
quickly than dry clothing. Moisture 
soaks into the clothing from two direc- 
tions: the inside and the outside. From 
the outside you must guard against melt- 
ing snow; from the inside you must 
guard against sweating. Brush snow and 
frost from clothing before entering any 
heated shelter or vehicle, and avoid 
overheating by venting the clothing 
when needed. 

The current issue (US Military) cold 
weather clothing system allows the user 
to layer and vent as needed. With the 
addition of Gore-Tex™ and olypropy- 
lene, we now have a lighter weight system 
that keeps us warmer and dryer. 


First Layer 


Polypro™ long underwear is worn as 


Fourth Layer 


the sole undergarment next to the skin. 
They are designed to draw moisture 
away from the skin, thereby reducing 
conductive heat loss. You must make 
sure that no other clothing item is placed 
between these items and your skin. 
Socks should be worn with an inner 
layer of nylon and then covered with a 
wool product. 


Second Layer 


The second layer contains a synthetic 
fiber pile shirt and polyester batting 
trouser liners. Both provide needed in- 
sulation. The shirt is designed to dry 
quickly if it becomes wet and provides a 
high degree of insulation. It should not 
be worn as an outer garment in wet or 
windy conditions, since the loose weave 
provides little protection against wind 
chill. If the shirt is wet the insulation 
value is reduced. 


Continued on next page 
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Winter Sniping 
Considerations continued 


The trouser liners are designed to be 
worn during little or no activity. They 
should not be worn during heavy activi- 


newest hunting boots that are offered. For 
the times when I must stay in a position 
for long periods of time, I like the heav- 
ier style of boots by Rocky or Sorel. They 
have a rubber sole and lower and a 
leather upper, which is insulated with '/2 
to 7/4 of an inch of heavy batting. 


Fourth Layer 
Windproof, waterproof parka and 
trousers make up this layer. Both are 


used as a shell to protect the other three 
layers. 

The parka should be the outer gar- 
ment, which is always worn when doing 


ty such as skiing or snowshoeing. 


any activity outside a shelter. It is water- 
proof, yet the fabric is breathable so that 
body moisture can escape. The hood is 


Third Layer 


This consists of polyester batting field 
jacket liner and field trousers. The jacket 
liner should only be used for extra insu- 
lation during periods of little activity. 
This liner is designed to be used as a sep- 
arate jacket; it should not be attached to 
the parka. The field trousers provide a 
durable wind-resistant, water-repellent 
layer to protect the insulating underpants 
and trouser liner. We must now add a 
good pair of insulated boots. The GI 
issue just won’t cut it here. For periods 
when you must keep moving, I prefer a 
lighter insulated boot similar to the 
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designed to give full protection from 
wind and snow and does not prevent you 
from seeing the area around you. It has 
underarm zippers to allow air to circulate 
during heavy activity. The trousers are 
made of the same material as the parka 
and are very warm. They should be worn 
only when necessary to prevent the field 
trousers from becoming wet. 

The last item would be gloves. If my 
hands are cold, my whole body seems to 
feel the same. For this reason, quality 
gloves are as important to me as warm, 
dry boots. My favorite pair is from 
Cabelas and is made to military specifi- 
cations. These gloves are constructed of 
330-denier Cordura” Ambush Cloth™ 
nylon with tough leather on the palm, 
finger fronts and index finger to stand up 
to tough use. 100% waterproof, breath- 
able Gore-Tex™ insert and 200-gram 
Thinsulate insulation protect you from 
the cold, wet weather. Hydrofil® nylon 
lining helps wick perspiration from the 
hand for added comfort. 


Fifth Layer 

Camouflage overwhites make up this 
layer. Although it adds some insulating 
value, it is concealment that you are after 
here. If the area you are working in has 
sporadic snow cover, you should add 
some earth tones to the overwhites with 
spray paint. 


Y GORE-TEX S, 


Additional Information on extreme outdoor clothing can be obtained by 
contacting: 


Cabelas, One Cabela Drive, Sidney, NE 69160 
800-237-4444 — www.cabelas.com 
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BY JOE RYCHETNIK 
(All photos by the writer) 


All the kids on our block in Berwyn, a suburb on the West 
side of Chicago (Cicero was between us and the rough West 
Side of Al Capone’s Chicago Territory) knew about cops and 
how to gang up on the public enemy in our games of “Cops and 
Robbers”. It was a more interesting game than “Cowboys and 
Indians” as there were few Indians around and our memories of 
the Indians displayed at the Century of Progress, Chicago’s 
World’s Fair in 1933, were dim. The real Cops and Robbers 
game was played around us all the time by the local police. And 
we could read about the shoot outs and other fun going on in the 
Chicago war zone. 


Phil Green, a Richmond Rod and Gun Club shooter that was 
invited to a deer hunt in the Ruby Mountain district of Nevada, 
felt he needed more gun than his “regular” rifle and bought 
from a “friend” a slightly used Winchester 300 Magnum. His 
first shot with the shoulder-cannon was an awakening. 
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POuUtreces 


I know that the Berwyn Cops were aware that I did not 
have a Father and had offered their service and muscle to my 
Mother when she felt I needed restraining or punishment. The 
Berwyn Cops seemed to have carte blanche with all the kids I 
played with. They used their billy clubs on the seat of our pants 
often enough to have us truly bullied. But some of the cops and 
their families lived near our home and I got to know some of 
them as pretty good guys who cared about their work. They 
were mainly German and Czech fellows with some Polish and 
Italian guys, almost all heavy set and muscular and all carried 
a sap in their back pocket. They said it was better than a gun. I 
also found out that most cops don’t like to shoot! 

What I reflect on that is so interesting is that our part of 
town, where single family homes predominated and cops lived 
among us, was also the home of various members of the Italian 
gangs. I used to deliver groceries to Louis Compagna on the 
block next to ours and his wife always tipped with a silver 


Other shooters told him the recoil of the 300 would not be 
felt if he was shooting at game. 


dollar. When I told this to the National 
Tea Company store manager he said he 
was glad I got something for my efforts 
as he was never paid for the groceries. 
He said something about not wanting a 
pineapple in the front window. 

I remember the Compagna house 
because the young son was the only one 
around who had his own pony, a rarity 
in Chicagoland, and he was always led 
around by some big swarthy fellow with 
a bulge under his jacket. But among the 
mobsters were the cops and us plain 
vanilla folks who watched a fairly quiet 
neighborhood. It was just luck that me 
and my friend Marshall Cunat were 
riding our bikes near the railroad siding 
which ran parallel to Harlem Avenue, 
when Frank Nitti decided to do himself 
in. The cops that responded were not 
sure if it was murder or suicide but either 
way, Capone’s lieutenant was dead and 
gang activity took a new turn. 

We had a cop in the family and others 
as neighbors and they were not all that 
eager to shoot during their qualifica- 
tions, which may have been every six 
months. I would get a handful of nickel 
plated brass from some of them as a gift, 
which only intensified my interest in the 
shooting game. 

I once found a loaded .38 Special 
round in the street and wanting to see 
what it would do, I taped it well enough 
to fit into my WWI toy, a real Gasser 
Montenegrin five-shot revolver that 
weighed nearly five pounds. The 11.75 
mm caliber was about like the .45 or 
.455 military cartridge. The Montenegrin 
revolver had a fearful hammer with a 
long spike of a firing pin and was as hard 
to shoot (click!) Single as it was in dou- 
ble action mode. There was a flat under 
the long firing pin that allowed me to put 
in horse caps, which would make a loud 
bang when we played cops and robbers. 
The revolver was losing parts as I used it 
as a toy, and by the time WWII came 
along I gave it to some vet’s group as 
part of their exhibition of weapons. 

The taped .38 Special fitted well and 
I was able to rotate the cylinder to the 
one filled chamber just as my mother 


saw me. Thinking I had a horse cap in 
it, she told me to hold it out the window 
as the smoke was not what she wanted 
in her spick and span living room. With 
permission (well, sort of...) to fire, I took 
aim at a garage across the street. I fired 
and the gun did go off. I was happy to 
feel how a real gun worked and gave it 
no further thought until the neighbor- 
hood kids told me that someone tried 
to kill the gangster who lived across 
the street. The bullet had gone across 
the street without penetrating a citizen, 


HE 


9.3 x 64 Brenneke 


1.315 
0.366 


-102796 | /66.32 


entered the garage through the window 
and plowed into “Big Manny’s” Packard 
sedan. It was just a few minutes before 
this gangster sub boss was to go for his 
daily drive. I kept quiet about my part 
in the assassination plot and perhaps 
should not even reveal my activities now 
as these gangs have long memories. 

The real Gasser Montenegrin shot a 
313-gr. lead bullet at about 700 fps, I 
found out, but Cartridges of the World 


Continued on next page 
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Super Police 


Continued 


never mentioned that the revolver would shoot quite well the 
sliced off and paste filled 410 shotgun shell, which I used to 
blast milk bottles. I guess I was born to shoot! 

The policemen we had in Berwyn had a range set up for 
bull’s eye targets that were fired at from maybe 50 feet in a very 
formal fashion. Feet set just so, the revolver in one hand, and 
everything by the numbers. The typical revolver was the Colt 
Official Police in .38 Special. Other departments nearby like 
Oak Park and Cicero carried the S&W M&P .38 Special but if 
I remember right, the Colt 4 inch was for city cops and the 6 
inch was for highway cops. Longer barrels were quite rare. 

The cops all had to adapt to the factory hand grip and they 
showed no desire, from what I could tell then, to improve their 
guns or their shooting technique. The Chicago Revolver Club, 
which shot at a fancy range on the Lake Michigan shore north 
of downtown, was a place where gun accuracy was tested with 
a variety of cast bullet shapes coming out of the membership. 
They were the leader in cast target bullet design. A fellow 
named Himmelwright, I think, was a top shot. But it was bull’s 
eye shooting and bore little resemblance to the combat styles 
we see today. 

The uniform police always had the 4 or 6 inch but the detec- 
tives I remember were allowed to carry whatever they wished. 
I remember a Berwyn detective who appeared every Sunday at 
the Berwyn Theater for the first run movie, would never pay for 
a ticket and just show his badge. When it was warm he would 
have his jacket over his arm and a shiny automatic with mother 
of pearl grips was hung on his belt. It was fancied up with some 
engraving and looked impressive. In asking around, I found that 
most autos in police hands were either .32 or .38’s. Only the 
crooks, gangsters, and bank robbers carried the .45 Auto. Many 
of the gangster guns from pistols to Tommy guns were stolen 
from National Guard Armories. And one could buy a Tommy 
gun in many places, no questions asked. 

The other detective gun most popular was the Colt Detective 
Special in .38 Special. This model of 1927 (I have one handy 
all the time) could be adapted with a Tyler grip or hand carved 
grips to fill the hand. I never saw a S&W Chief as most cops 
thought they were better off with the sixth shot, but most could 
not hit a door from very far so the 2 inch was a point and threat- 
en gun. I do remember that they all said the Detective Special 
was just as effective as the 4 inch Official Police and the other 
popular M&P because they loaded it with the 200-grain Super 
Police cartridge. Some who graduated from the Military & 
Police S&W 4 inch or 6 inch revolver chose the 2 inch M&P, 
which was a bulky gun but familiar to them. 

The 200-grain round nosed bullet had a muzzle velocity just 
a few feet less than the 158-grain round nosed bullet but offered 
8% more muzzle energy. A lot of the effective force of the gun 
and bullet was in the imagination of the cops caught in some 
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gun play where the bodies “piled up like cordwood”, a favorite 
expression then. 

The British military used a 200-grain bullet in their service 
revolvers, called the .38 S&W or .38 Colt and they were very 
happy with this round even though the muzzle energy was 
about 60 foot pounds less than the .38 Special. I guess the 
Fuzzy Wuzzies they shot went down easy. Today the cartridge 
would not be “police worthy”. A detective on the Alaska Terri- 
torial Police, before statehood, carried a .38 Colt in the Bankers 
Special model. It was smaller than the Detective Special and 
since he often left the gun at home on his dresser and had to go 
back for it, it really didn’t matter. 

Confidence in the gun and caliber was a good part of wear- 
ing any gun in those days. I remember a Fairbanks City cop 
who carried a Colt revolver in .41 Long Colt caliber that he 
raved about and was pretty good with at the range. The .41 
Colt was a 200-grain bullet at the same energy level as the .38 
Special but he claimed the “bigger hole” it made created the 
better stopping power. 

The revolvers of that day were all slow to reload, which 
caused a few problems as six shots blasted out in a hurry put 
one at a disadvantage in any shoot out. Police gun writer 
Massad Ayoob did many studies on police shooting and kept 
hearing that the automatic was much better for cops as they 
could toss a loaded magazine to their buddy if he ran out of 
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ammo. It was silly to try to toss six loose 
rounds. But try as he might he could 
never verify the tossing of magazines by 
police in a shoot out situation. I checked 
around when I was a cop and could not 
find anyone who had done it or been the 
beneficiary of a tossed magazine. 

The problem with most if not all 
handguns is that they never get fired 
enough. Familiarity that comes from 
many range and field shooting sessions 
will do a lot for lethality. Too many cops 
can’t shoot! The thick winter clothing 
of Alaskans make a hard punching bullet 
a necessity. The Troopers up North 
used the .357 Magnum and it is being 
replaced by a .40 automatic. 

Some cops don’t want to shoot to kill. 
There was a country cop in a small town 
in Northern California that carried only 
.38 Special mid range wad cutters in his 
revolver and ammo belt. He told me that 
he really didn’t need any more power 
and didn’t want to hurt anyone down the 
block. He died of natural causes which 
was fortunate. The British police did not 
carry any sort of firearm until recently, 
feeling the insularity of England was bet- 
ter protection than a wild shoot out. They 
carry handguns now in several locations. 

The police departments that finally 
issued their troops the .357 Magnum 
revolver, usually the S&W Highway 
Patrolman, often did not allow their offi- 
cers to carry .357 Magnum ammo in the 
gun or on their belt. When I was a state 
cop I was told by the DA in Fairbanks 
that if I shot someone with a .357 there 
would be hell to pay public relations- 
wise. Since I was shooting mostly 
moose, he never had to defend me 
against a hostile jury. I often wonder 
what the reasoning was that allowed 
such foolishness. 

The shape of the police bullet was 
never given much thought until Elmer 
Keith and a few others investigated the 
flat nosed or semi-wad cutter nose bullet. 
The original .38 Colt revolver bullet was 
a flat nosed bullet but it never received 
any superior ratings from what I could 
learn. 

Some cops carried two guns, even 


while in uniform. A cop in Oak Park, a 
suburb north of Berwyn, always carried a 
Colt Official Police .38 Special in his 
uniform belt holster but had a custom 
cross draw rig made for a Luger Parabel- 
lum. I asked him once why he carried 
two guns and he told me (we both used 
the same YMCA pool) that he had to 
carry the Colt .38 but when there was 
trouble he wanted the 9mm in his hand. 

It was always the plan that long bar- 
reled revolvers were the business of the 
highway patrol and country sheriff. The 
6 inch was needed, it was said, to reach 
out there. There were stories of car 
chases where the police officer who 
drove the chase car had fired from his 
window at the fleeing crooks. That is not 
likely to do much good and sure to do a 
lot of bad, if you have ever tried hitting 
anything from a moving vehicle... let 
alone a moving vehicle that you also 
happened to be driving. 

I don’t know how John Wayne and his 
contemporaries did from the top of a 
jouncing stage coach. It looked formida- 
ble. The blunderbuss was made for that 


purpose back in Jolly Olde England. 
Easy to load and no careful aiming 
required. 

My cousin Jim, a fine investigator for 
a major corporation in Chicago, seldom, 
if ever, carried a gun and he met a variety 
of thieves and highjackers in his time. 
Only when he was up against a mob that 
worked the loading docks and stuffed 
TV sets and radios into mail sacks to 
be whisked away by a “borrowed” mail 
truck that would dump them in some dark 
alley garage, was he armed. The Postal 
Inspector put a Chief’s Special in his 
hand and told him to look like he intend- 
ed to use it. That capture went down 
without a shot. He later carried a Colt 
Agent in .38 Special because Chicago 
was turning into an unsafe place to live 
and work. He never fired it in anger. He 
had served several years on General 
Patton’s MP staff and said the .45 Auto 
was just too much to lug around on 
his job. 


Continued on next page 


The Henry .22 lever action that is getting a lot of play at the range from the writer. 
Old Faithful Green Tags seemed to get the best groups out of the handy rifle. 
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Super Police 


Continued 


I served as assistant range master for 
the Alaska State Police in Anchorage 
and when the formal PPC shooting was 
finished and most of the officers had 
qualified (some with up to six tries) with 
their 4 inch M&P Model 10’s, I made 
the investigators qualify again with their 
2 inch Chiefs and Detective Specials. 
Only one of them, Tom Sweeney, did it 
the first time as he was a careful revolver 
shot that laid them in where they were 
supposed to go. The remainder of the 
“Dicks” would blaze away with often 
more misses than hits on the 21 yard 
target. They all told me that gun fights 
did not take place at long range and that 
at belly button range they would prevail. 
We went through a lot of wad cutters to 
prove it. 

Because of our dire financial condi- 
tion before the oil pipeline brought all 
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that wealth to Alaska, the State Police 
then used ammo reloaded by the con- 
victs of the Utah Penitentiary System. 
We got it in large cartons of loose ammo. 
For the range it was barely OK but 
everyone felt they could do better with 
first class factory ammo and every once 
in awhile we got Remington mid range 
wad cutters that seemed to be much bet- 
ter. Many times an officer would finish 
his qualifications, wipe his pistol off and 
maybe run a patch through the bore and 
fill the cylinder with wad cutters. The 
desire not to shoot was apparent many 
times and the troopers went for years 
without killing anyone. 

Why we were not trained with 
standard full power ammo has always 
remained a mystery. In a short barreled 
revolver there is a world of difference 
between a mid range load and a full 
power load. Shooting anything at night 
was another shock. Muzzle flare would 
reduce night vision. Even the noise of 
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full power loads was a shock to some 
shooters without ear protection. 

I would hold a class late in the after- 
noon of cops who were serious about 
their duty shooting. We had old car 
bodies dragged to the range for practice 
on penetration. Most .38 Special rounds 
would not drill holes through a car door 
and into a target inside. If the window 
glass was down, the bullet quite often 
stopped right there. The rear window 
glass, 
deflect shots. There was a metal piercing 
.357 and .45 ACP round available from 
Western for police but I know of no 


usually curved, would often 


department that issued it. I was given a 
box of .45 ACP metal piercing ammo by 
a friend in the FBI once and these bullets 
did penetrate cars. 
skulls, too! 

The advertising for the (1935) new 
.357 Magnum revolver cartridge was 


Great on moose 


touted as being able to pierce brick 
walls, car bodies, and you name it. But 
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those superior ballistics were drawn 
from a 6 or 8 inch barrel which was 
seldom seen in police work. I won’t get 
into “cop killer bullets” as the idea is too 
silly to explain. Early “bullet proof” 
vests could be penetrated by .22 long 
rifle bullets. Velocity is the key here. 

Shooting in the dark was a mess as 
not being able to line up that front sight 
quickly was damaging to scores. Many 
cops whited up the front sight to see 
it easily but regulations then were such 
that police could not carry service 
revolvers with such painting or with 
custom grips, or grip adapters. While 
patrolling the Anchorage area where our 
most common criminal was the moose 
on the road, I would drop out the stan- 
dard 158-grain loads and replace them 
with some handloads suggested by Jim 
Harvey of Lakeville Arms, that dropped 
a moose with a headshot. Again I was 
told by my sergeant that soft lead bullets 
were not allowed for public relations 
reasons. I got the feeling we were 
walking targets sometimes. 

The sad part about moose shooting 
with a handgun was that the moose was 
usually down on an icy road with a bro- 
ken leg suffered from being hit by a car. 
It was thrashing around trying to get up 
and run into the woods. Trying to get a 
shot into the ear hole, or between the 
eyes, as many suggested, was wishful 
thinking. The other problem was the 
crowds that a downed moose would 
generate. Drivers on the blocked road 
would surround the downed moose and 
getting a safe shot off was not easy. Now 
with more troopers in the organization 
crowd control can be managed, but back 
in the Dark Ages we all worked alone 
and took our chances when killing 
moose. 

I don’t think our magazine will honor 
the death of a fellow who probably never 
fired a real shot in his life. He was instru- 
mental in making us pay attention to 
things like Law and Order, guns, and 
dealing with all sorts of bad guys. Jack 
Carlton Moore was a Chicago boy, born 
in 1914, who grew up on the south side 
during the roaring twenties. He died a 


few days ago as I write this. His passion 
was watching cowboy serials at the local 
Devon Theater. These were the days 
of Ken Maynard, William S. Hart, and 
my favorite, Tom Mix. He told anyone 
who would listen that he wanted to be 
a cowboy or a policeman. He was a 
trapeze artist during the Chicago World’s 
Fair in 1933 and I must have seen him 
perform as my Mom took my sister and 
I to the Century of Progress many times. 
I met Frank Buck there and somewhere 
have a picture of him and me. I was in 
a snow suit that kids wore. He had 
breeches and the pith helmet of jun- 
gle explorers. 

After the World’s Fair Jack Carlton 
Moore moved to Hollywood to follow 
the show business, hoping for some sort 
of athletic role in the burgeoning boom- 
town. After many starts he was selected 
by Republic Studios to star in Westerns 
and Swashbucklers and a crime story 
titled “G Men Never Forget’. 

The Lone Ranger role was offered 
to him when The Lone Ranger program 
was moved from radio station WXYZ 
Detroit to a television format. The best 


known radio ranger was Brace Beemer 
but Moore’s strong man style in Zorro 
movies had the producers seeking him 
for the masked man role in 1949. This 
was the first serial for TV ever made and 
preceded Hopalong Cassidy. 

I think I heard every radio program 
of The Lone Ranger. The music was 
stirring. Every one knows Rossini’s 
William Tell Overture as the “the Lone 
Ranger song,” even today. I saw the TV 
and movie stories as well and found he 
had a lot to offer to a boy growing up. 
Tom Mix was the straight shooter but 
The Lone Ranger was something else for 
me. I wonder how many other kids in 
the country discovered law and order 
and shooting from the masked man. 
Although Hollywood changed his name 
to Clayton Moore, he will always be the 
Lone Ranger to me and I thank him for 
being around for this young boy when I 
was wondering about the world and 
seeking a clue to my future. 


OD 
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Tactical rifle training typically 
revolves around expected use distances 
for the precision rifle. This has generally 
been considered 0-300 yards for police 
and 0-1000 yards for military. It is cer- 
tainly wise to train in the expected use 
distances for the particular position a 
shooter occupies. However, there is 
much to be said for the concept of train 
hard, fight easy. 

A very solid foundation should be 
achieved in basic and advanced firearms 
marksmanship before one expands his 
training regimen into more difficult ter- 
rain. A police officer who has an expected 
use range of 0-300 yards should train 
intently inside these parameters. The 
training should no doubt include precision 
marksmanship, rapid deployment and 
multi-target and position shooting. This is 
of course in addition to the host of other 
requirements expected of the tactical 
marksman. 

Once repeatable success has been 
achieved within the expected use parame- 
ters of 0-300 yards, the challenge should 
be expanded to at least twice the distance. 
In this case 0-600 yards. Is the additional 
300-600 yards of distance realistic for the 
urban marksman? Perhaps, and perhaps 
not. The point of the extended training is 
to more finely hone the marksman’s skills 
at all distances. Once the marksman 
begins serious training from the 300-600 
yard marks, putting bullets on target from 
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BY DAVE LAUCK 


0-300 yards will become much easier. 

It is not uncommon for marksmen to 
attend training at D & L S.A.T.A. and 
advise they have never shot at any dis- 
tance other than 100 yards. It is just as 
important, if not more so, to shoot closer 
than 100 yards as it is to shoot further 
than the 100-yard line. Shooters who 
typically train at only 100 yards do not 
know where their closer range POI will 
be and begin expressing serious anxiety 
when they are faced with a mere 200 
yard shot. Marksmen who typically train 
out to 600 yards see the 200-yard shot as 
a rather simple task. Shooters experi- 
enced in close range training will know 
POI variation in detail. 

Longer range shooting also allows the 
marksman to gain experience in the 
effects of weather and wind on the flight 
of the bullet. The extended range shoot- 
ing also serves to expose any weaknesses 
in the equipment the marksman is using. 
His scope may run out of adjustment 
before he arrives at the maximum desired 
range, a slight error in the shooter’s close 
range zero will demonstrate its effect 
on bullet placement at longer ranges, 
and any scope mis-mounting becomes 
obvious at longer ranges. This of course 
is in addition to any errors in basic 
marksmanship being magnified due to 
the increased target distance. 

0-300 yard shooters who extend their 
dedicated training to 0-600 yards shoot- 


ing will notice a substantial increase in 
confidence when they are operating at 
the long end of their original expected 
use range. Shooters who have an expect- 
ed use range of 0-500 yards can easily 
acquire the same advantage by extending 
their dedicated training distances to 
0-1000 yards. Dedicated shooters who 
train out to 1000 yards find their original 
expected use range to now be well 
within their comfort zone. They also 
achieve the capability of silencing nay 
sayers who claim that precision marks- 
manship is unachievable at 500 yards. 
Superb shooting has been repeatedly 
demonstrated by shooters impacting 
chicken egg size targets at 500 yards. 
Such accuracy reports can result in 
scoffs of disbelief by people without the 
dedication and equipment to excel at 
extended ranges. Proof is in performance 
and it serves to quell the less dedicated. 

Much has been written about marks- 
manship feats at 1000 yards, especially in 
somewhat cheesy novels. Unfortunately, 
these tales of success from 1000 yards 
are often exaggerated or simply mis- 
judged. Some shooters who claim to have 
taken their most recent trophy buck at the 
magical 1000 yard distance tend to drop 
their jaw in astonishment when they are 
shown a legitimate 1000 yard target and 
asked to duplicate their feat. 


Continued on page 28 
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The One Mile Club 
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Even though 1000 yard shooting 
tends to be substantially exaggerated 
by novelists and others, a dedicated 
marksman can achieve substantial 
success at this distance and beyond. 
The margin of error, of course, decreas- 
es with the increase in distance to the 
target. If it wasn’t difficult, it would not 
be a challenge, and therefore would be 
uninteresting to dedicated marksmen. 

Shooters with a substantial interest 
in performance shooting from the 1000- 
yard line should seriously consider train- 
ing beyond the 1000-yard mark. At D & 
L S.A.T.A. the One Mile Club has been 
established to allow serious marksmen 
to do just that. 

Specialized firearms could of course 
be utilized to impact targets a mile away, 
but that would be less of challenge than 
using more field practical rifles, such as 
higher performance 30 caliber firearms 
that can legitimately be used in the field 
as the longer half of the two gun concept 
taught at S.A.T.A. Rifles with the ballis- 
tics of the 300 Winchester Magnum, 300 
Remington Ultra Magnum, 338 Lapua, 
and others all offer sufficient perfor- 
mance to gain entry into the One Mile 
Club. Dedicated long range SO caliber 
rifles can certainly achieve the required 
hit for entry into the One Mile Club, but 
lack the general use practicality of the 30 
caliber rifles. 


D & LS.A.T.A. One Mile Club 


The one mile shooting activity was 
established for serious marksmen who 
had repeatedly demonstrated high per- 
formance in the zero to 1000 yard arena. 
Targets then began backing out to 1300 
yards, then to 1500 yards. With proper 
equipment and technique, success could 
still be achieved at these distances on a 
regular basis. To make matters a little 
more interesting, a target was set at just 
beyond the one mile point, 1780 yards. 
On the first afternoon the target was in 
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place, a well trained shooter promptly 
knocked it down with his MR-30 PG in 
300 Winchester Magnum. 

But how big was that target? The 
target utilized was a LaRue mechanized 
target from Austin, Texas. The target 
approximately duplicates one half of the 
size of a regulation IPSC target. The 
target dimensions are approximately 
11'/ inches wide X 16 inches tall. The 
LaRue target is utilized because, upon 
impact it will cleanly fall completely to 
the ground and remain there for approx- 
imately 5-10 seconds. The automated 
target resetting mechanism inside the 
self contained battery powered gear box 
will then automatically reset the target. 
This allows for clear observation of 
whether or not the target was complete- 
ly knocked down. A fresh coat of paint 
on the target allows for specific bullet 
impacts to be noted. The target will reset 
more than 1000 times before the all 
weather dry cell battery needs recharg- 
ing. At the present time, there is nothing 
better than the LaRue mechanized target 
for long range tactical training use. (For 
more information, contact Mark LaRue; 
(512) 259-1585.) 

Shooters who make the required 
witnessed target knock down for induc- 
tion into the one mile club receive their 
name engraved upon a D & L S.A.T.A. 
classroom plaque along with other 
successful One Mile Club members. 
More importantly, the dedicated shoot- 
ers who achieve success at this distance 
find that the old 1000 yard shooting line 
now seems much closer. This increases 
shooter confidence and hit probability 
from the 1000 yard mark. When moving 
from the one mile line back up to the 
500 yard line, shooting seems rather 
simplistic. 

Keep in mind this zero to one mile 
shooting is being successfully completed 
with firearms suitable for live call-out 
situations. The shooting is not being 
completed with dedicated one mile rifles. 


Equipment and Shooting Procedure 
Shooters with a serious interest in 


this endeavor may wonder how to figure 
their sight settings and/or sight hold 


for such extended distances. If you are 
bothered by dedicated range work, read 
no further. 

Shooters with the dedication to 
achieve such extended range hits can do 
so with sound, simple field shooting tech- 
niques. Step #1: Develop sound personal 
marksmanship skills. Step #2: Acquire a 
suitable, accurate rifle and quality optics 
capable of extended range adjustment. 
The optics should be ruggedly mounted 
to the rifle with the proper incline to 
allow for close to extended range zero- 
ing. Step #3: Obtain consistent, quality 
ammunition capable of top accuracy 
from your particular rifle. 

Once the accuracy of the shooting 
system is proven and the rifle is zeroed 
at 100 yards, it is a wise idea to chro- 
nograph the load. Once an accurate 
chronograph reading is obtained, the 
load and velocity information can be run 
through a computer ballistic program to 
obtain an approximate bullet drop and 
wind deflection at various ranges. Keep 
in mind that this is an approximation 
only and nothing is a substitute for live 
fire trajectory confirmation. 

Use a collimator to observe the 
amount of adjustment left on your scope’s 
elevation turret and compare it to the 
ballistic chart you have generated for 
your shooting system. In some cases you 
will find that your adjustment is insuffi- 
cient to take the rifle/scope/ammunition 
to the desired extended range. In this case, 
you will have to change some or all of 
the components to acquire the trajectory 
and scope adjustment necessary to zero at 
longer distances. A good example of this 
would be a standard 1" scope mounted on 
a moderately powerful .308 in a standard 
base and ring setup. It is not uncommon 
for this system to run out of adjustment at 
400-600 yards. It is possible to remount 
the optic to take advantage of the ad- 
justment at extended range only. This, 
however, would not meet the require- 
ments of a rifle system supposed to be 
capable of close to far zeroing. 

Many shooting systems which 
maintain the close 100 yard zero will 
simply not make the total adjustment 
necessary to shoot one mile. On the 
first day of shooting for the one mile 


club, for example, we found that a 300 
Winchester Magnum with 190-grain 
MatchKings at 3000 feet per second 
properly mounted with a slanted 8.5- 
25X extended range scope ran out of 
adjustment at 1700 yards. The target was 
at 1780 yards and we did not want to 
give up the close range zero the rifle 
had established. We elected to hold for 
the additional 80 yards of distance and 
use the D & L reticle to counter wind 
deflection. The method was successful 
and hits were achieved. 

Back to determining exactly how to 
hold for such an extended range target. 
Simply hitting the one mile target is unac- 
ceptable. One must be capable of hitting 
from zero to one mile and everywhere in 
between. In order to achieve this type of 
success, dedicated range training time is 
required on a known distance rifle range. 
The log book is prepared with the exact 
come-ups for the various distances in 
small distance increments. The log book 
information then can be applied when the 
marksman is faced with an unknown 
distance target anywhere in the zero to 
one mile capability range. A long journey 
starts with the first step. Your data de- 
velopment should start from close and 
systematically go to far. Strictly going off 
the computer printout is unacceptable for 
a live call-out tactical marksman. Simply 
firing rounds down range until you even- 
tually impacted the one mile target zone is 
a possibility, but hardly field practical and 
does nothing to develop data that will be 
reusable in the future when faced with an 
unknown distance target. 

Once the mile distance data is 
achieved, and you are impacting the one 
mile target zone with the correct elevation, 
it will simply be a matter of properly 
addressing any lateral bullet movement in 
order to obtain the hit. A wind deflection 
compensation reticle will prove to be 
much more field practical than calculating 
and dialing in wind drift compensation to 
the windage turret on your scope. Even a 
slight breeze can give you wind deflection 
compensation experience at such extend- 
ed distances. Experience is good and can 
lead to future success. 

Experience leads to better ideas for 


better performance. (No, this does 
not include increasing the target size.) 
Having sight adjustment capability for 
the entire distance is one worthwhile 
improvement over having to hold Ken- 
tucky Elevation over the target. The 300 
Ultra Magnum solved this problem with 
its flatter trajectory and allowed for 
much simpler hits. 

Just what is the hit probability at a 
mile using a more available cartridge, say 
for example the 300 WM SEAL round? 


The answer is of course dependent upon 
shooting conditions. Wind conditions 
can literally switch from left to right and 
right to left multiple times over the mile 
distance. Using a tactical reticle, you can 
hold off and walk your rounds near the 
target, then get a wind switch and be out 
of the impact zone completely. Shooting 
experience is certainly a factor. All this 
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considered, hits are not an impossibility. 
Shooters firing an MR-30PG in 300 WM 
with SEAL 190-grain MatchKing WW 
ammo achieved 12 body hits and 3 head 
hits on the LaRue target from the prone 
bipod position out of 100 rounds fired. 
No, the head hits were not called, that’s 
just where they landed on the 11'/2" X 
16" target. 15% hits? Not too hot. One 
should also consider the target size is a 
bit small and approximately 90% of 
the impacts were within a 15-foot radius 
of the target. Impacts on the target’s 
protective face plate were not counted as 
hits. The 300 WM required both lateral 
and vertical hold off at this distance. 
Backing down to 1300 yards on this 
occasion resulted in six hits in a row on 
the LaRue target, which seemed a lot 
closer after the mile target. 


Conclusion 


What is the probability of a one mile 
engagement in a civilian/police action? 
Slim, bordering on nonexistent. What is 


the probability of a one mile engagement 
in a military action? A_ possibility. 
How come extended range small arms 
hits in military encounters are so few 
and far between? Personal marksman- 
ship capabilities, quality equipment 
availability and proper training, as well 
as engagement opportunity obviously 
influence this activity. The hit simply 
isn’t going to be regularly made if 
the capability to make the hit is not 
there. Skilled shooters are a very small 
percentage of the population. An even 
smaller percentage realistically may 
travel in harm’s way. 

Am I promoting extended range 
shooting as a priority in tactical marks- 
manship? No. The idea is that some 
training should be harder than any situ- 
ation you expect to encounter. Training 
at one mile makes 1000 yard shooting 
much simpler. Training at 1000 yards 
makes 500 yard shooting much simpler. 
A simpler shot is a more confident shot 
and achieves more success. 

Should tactical marksmen dedicate 
themselves to extended range training 
over expected use range training? No. 
The primary focus of your training 
should be within the expected use 


distances, and sometimes these distances 

are very close. However, occasionally 

training with a much higher difficulty 

factor will make life simpler when you 

are dealing with live call-out situations. 
Train hard, fight easy. 


Good shooting, Dave Lauck. 
About the Author 
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I doubt that I would get much argu- 
ment when making the statement that 
Leupold is the primary supplier of rifle- 
scopes to U.S. law enforcement, military 
snipers, and special ops personnel. At 
Leupold’s Tactical Conference held July 
21°" through the 23"4 it was not difficult 
to understand why. 

This article is a thumbnail of the 
activities that took place amid the pin- 
ioned slopes of America’s far northwest. 
Beaverton, Oregon is a suburb on the 
west side of Portland where great old 
traditions meet modern technology head 
on. The three-day event held there pitted 
shooters from several walks of life 
against the latest from Leupold (Loopold), 
stimulated several Q&A sessions, and 
ended with a tour of the facility where 
design, innovation, and manufacturing 
ride a hard trail of desire to supply 
tactical shooters with what they need in 
the field. 

Lest you think this fluff, read on... 


Leupold Hosts Its First Tactical 
Conference 


The title of this section is a bit of a 
misnomer, or at least leads one down a 
path of mistaken inference. Although this 
formal invitation to tactical types was a 
first, Leupold does, in fact, communicate 
continuously with their customers via 


several avenues, tactical types included. 
Constant hardcopy, phone, and e-mail 
correspondence, presence at competitions 
around the country, and welcoming tacti- 
cal (and other) shooters to their facility 
has long been a company tradition. When 
I say presence at competitions, I mean 
both as observers and participants. For 
example, Vici Peters trudged up and down 
the benches carrying her equipment like 
everyone else at this year’s Super Shoot in 
Ohio. And Forrest Babcock shot the Buf- 
falo Invitational in Midland, TX just 9 
benches to my right this past weekend. 
That match was bust for me, by the way. 
After 20 years of doing this stuff, I finally 
crossfired. It assured me last place and 
considerable embarrassment. The fellow 
whose target I violated was a good sport 
however. At the end of the two days, Roy 
Damron approached me, shook my hand, 
and said, smiling, “See you next time. 
I’ve enjoyed shooting on the same target 
with you.” 

The development of several new 
products and ongoing work to improve 
existing ones led Leupold to a mile- 
stone in their schedules. Leupold’s 
theme during the conference was: how 
does the user feel about what we 
(Leupold) have done, what we are 
doing, and what we have planned? 
What changes do tactical shooters 
need? What are other requirements 
of tactical shooters that are within 
Leupold’s ability to produce? 


Doug Koenig demonstrated 
his prowess with his pistol 
and the Leupold/Gilmore 
sight... amazing! In this photo 
Doug holds down center 
. position. The author is 
Fon the far left next to Chuck 
Taylor, principal of American 
Small Arms Academy. To — 
Doug’s left are Peter Kokalis, 
Technical Editor, Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine, and on 
the far right Mark Keefe, 
- Managing Editor, American 
Rifleman. 


The Practical Courses 


Military, law enforcement, and writ- 
ers were escorted to a shooting range 
tucked into the rolling hills south of 
Beaverton. There the group was split, 
half taken to the pistol ranges while the 
rest were driven to the longer rifle 
ranges. These areas were manned by 
Leupold employees who seemed to 
outnumber the guests, each working 
furiously to satisfy them. Scoped rifles, 
shotguns, and pistols of several varieties 
were waiting, topped with new Leupold 
optics. 

It was Christmas again: new scopes, 
new ideas, and Doug Koenig. Doug’s 
skill is almost unbelievable. Champion 
several times over, he demonstrated 
his ability with his specialized pistol, 
holster, and the Leupold/Gilmore sight. 
Afterwards we got the opportunity to 
talk with Doug at length, and he was 
kind enough to indulge us when we 
asked if we could try his outfit. Several 
men were worrying about having to tell 
mamma when they got home that they 
just had to have a pistol and sighting 
system like Doug’s. Everyone was inter- 
ested in seeing just how fast they could 
knock steel targets over using Doug’s 
pistol. Learning to acquire the red dot in 
the Leupold/Gilmore sight does take a 
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little practice, but when it is on, watch 
out. Like any non-shouldered firearm, 
the short barrel of a pistol doesn’t always 
want to settle on target immediately after 
recoil (unless your name is Doug 
Koenig). I was interested in what would 
happen when the red dot was not in the 
center of the optic, but was on target. 
Leupold had set up some cardboard 
silhouettes, one of which was about 10 
yards distant. At the bottom was a blue 
label that I judged to be 1.5 inches in 
diameter. I shot 9 rounds using Doug’s 
pistol and the Leupold/Gilmore sight. I 
purposely fired when the red dot was on 
the label, but not centered in the optic. I 
shot separate rounds with the dot on all 
points of the compass as well as when 
the dot was perfectly centered. Every 
shot was inside the label. For perfection 
the dot had to be centered I suppose, 
but it was evident that the tolerance was 
such that if the dot was in the optic and 
on the target, you had a hit. 

Sadly, many of the new developments 
at the conference will have to wait until 
next year for exposure while Leupold 
works on refining them based on input 
from everyone. Does that mean that 
many of my photos (that I can’t use) will 
be worth millions one day because of the 
prototypes in them? Seriously, Leupold 
was taking every advantage they could 
to capture everyone’s input. After each 
piece of equipment was tried on the fir- 
ing line, or in a mock urban battlefield, 
the shooter was approached by someone 
from Leupold taking notes and asking 
questions. “What did you think? What 
would you change?” This was even 
more intense back at the Leupold facil- 
ity where military and law enforcement 
personnel got down to details. 


Q & A Sessions 


After the practical shooting courses 
with Leupold’s optics atop several 
different types of weapons, we were 
invited back to the factory for a question 
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and answer session and a pleasant 
welcome from Leupold’s new leader, 
Tom Fruechtel. 

Vici Peters led the session in her 
ever-present polite and competent style. 
The theme for this round table was in 
fact, “If Leupold could do one thing for 
you, what would it be?” Time was even 
devoted to, “Pie In The Sky”. Out of 
box, guys. What is needed, even to 
the tune of anything you can think of 
incorporated into a riflescope: GPS, 
rangefinder, integral handle.... 

Several questions put to Vici by the 
writers were business and philosophy 


oriented. While this is important, and 
I certainly do not disdain it, I found 
myself getting antsy after about two 
minutes of such talk. My wife tells 
me that I would never make it as a busi- 
nessman. I wanted to get to details. 

For one, I wanted to know if any 
progress was being made toward stan- 
dard specifications in sport optics. In the 
world of cameras, one can select a lens 
based not only on price but also on 
performance against set criteria. While 
we know that camera lenses are charac- 
terized using film, it is not so easy to 
characterize the human eye. Yet there 


One of the Special Forces fellows tries his luck with Doug’s pistol. Note the 
Leupold/Gilmore sighting system. This SF trooper and his partner were no slouches 


with the rig themselves. 


Aluminum bar stock waiting patiently to become Leupold scope bodies. 


exists equipment that tests several of the 
performance characteristics of lenses 
used in binoculars, spotting scopes, and 
riflescopes. While Leupold is working 
with/on new equipment that will greatly 
enhance the testing of lenses and optics 
for performance, the industry remains 
far from approving criteria against which 
to publish. 

Unfortunately, the writers were not 
invited to participate in most of the 
Q&A sessions with law enforcement and 
military. Some of those sessions were 
conducted prior to the day the writers 
were supposed to show up. Some of 
them were conducted while the writers 
were taking the factory tour. I would, of 
course, like to have been a fly on the wall 
as I suspect much of it was technical. 
We, on the other hand, seemed to be 
approaching the sessions from a philo- 
sophical and business perspective. For 
example, the blossoming political incor- 
rectness of anything to do with guns and 
the effects it will have on the business 
exhausted considerable time. Leupold 
seems to be in a very strong position in 
this regard. Since they are the primary 
supplier of tactical scopes in this coun- 
try, and since the government doesn’t 
seem likely to go out of business any 
time soon, and since criminals are not 
likely to call a cease fire, Leupold’s 
prospects are better than some. 

And if any and all of what I say is 
dead wrong, it is not surprising since I 
lost my notes somewhere along the way. 
I was taking them and snapping pictures 
with the voracity of an alligator shaking 
a calf... all to no avail. And, of course, 
the interesting stuff is verboten until 
next year. 


Factory Tour 


To me the factory tour was the high- 
light of the conference. I was jumping in 
my jeans to get on with this part of the 
proceedings. Without any further com- 
ment, I can say that I was impressed. If 
you want to see how quality optics are 
made, this is the place. Unfortunately, 


Continued on next page 


A lot of machining on the CNC jigs. This is the first step in making a Vari-X II. 


Each scope body must be sanded to remove the slight ridge marks left by the CNC 
machines. The sander must be very experienced. The delicate touch and precision 
required is almost an art form. 
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our little band of writers only had two 
hours for the tour. Two days would have 
been more appropriate. 

We were escorted expertly from the 
beginning of the process: the aluminum 
bar stock from which the bodies of the 
scopes are made. CNC machines were 
humming away, seemingly unattended, 
in several locations at one end of the 
building while employees tested the final 
product at the other. It is fascinating 
indeed to see how Leupold has solved 
problems over the years and developed 
processes to more efficiently manufac- 
ture and assemble parts. 

Several steps are required to com- 
plete the body of the scope. The Vari-X 
II scope bodies are made as separate 
parts that are assembled later in the 
process. The Vari-X III scopes are one- 
piece bodies. These bodies are subjected 
to finishing several times in order to get 
just the look and toughness that Leupold 
wants. The CNC machine, for example, 
makes tiny circumferential score marks 
on the body. A craftsman sands these out 
with a skill that is more an art than 
mechanical precision. Only after several 
cycles through finishing do the scopes 
go out for coating. 

Meanwhile, other parts are being 
manufactured and readied for the bodies. 
Each run for something so mundane 
as a scope cap has to be meticulously 
prepared. 

Leupold acquires lenses from all over 
the world, wherever top quality glass 
is available. At the Leupold factory, 
the lenses are checked several times 
on sophisticated optical instruments 
to ensure that they meet Leupold’s 
standards. The Vari-X II must meet 4 
frange and the Vari-X III 0 to 2 frange 
tolerances where | frange is '/2 wave. 
Also, the Vari-X III is multicoated while 
the Vari-X II is not. Another difference 
between the two is in the placement of 
the reticle. While the reticle is placed 
inside the Vari-X III’s erector tube, the 
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Technicians check each piece — like these erector tube assemblies — to ensure 
quality control and adherence to specifications. 


The spring that holds the erector tube in place is inserted and hooked into place. 


reticle is placed on the end of the tube in 
the Vari-X II. 

The reticles in most of Leupold’s 
scopes are wire. The LPS and Mark 4 ret- 
icles, however, are glass. All are placed 
in the second image plane. Leupold does 
not put reticles in the first image plane, 
stating that they have solved the prob- 
lems of reticle movement in the second 
plane. Also, they are now producing a 
few models with illuminated reticles. 

It was interesting to note that both the 
Vari-X II and II use one wave spring to 
hold the erector tube in place axially, 
where 2 such springs are used in the 
Mark 4 scopes. A sectioned view of a 
Mark 4 scope was made available and 
showed the much greater wall thickness 
and strength of the Mark 4’s. 

When the scopes are completed, they 
are nitrogen filled to 4 psi and then 
impact and waterproof tested. Although I 
did see the machines and stations where 
all of this is accomplished, no runs were 
being made when we visited. 

I wrote an article several months ago 
on the Leupold Premier Scope (LPS). 
It was probably one of the most in- 
depth pieces I have done. The reason 
was because of the uniqueness of the 
LPS image. The LPS project team made 
a heroic effort to incorporate in one 
scope all the things that we shooters 
have been asking for. Almost an impos- 
sible task, they tried to put into one 
scope features that almost oppose one 
another. Optical scientists often have to 
compromise on what they feel is the best 
solution because the exclusion of one 
aberration creates another... or the inclu- 
sion of one feature defeats another. The 
LPS team tried their best to give us 
almost all of the features we want. 
Leupold is now hard at work trying to 
make the LPS even better. The same 
size erector tubes are used in both the 
one-inch and 30mm main bodies of 
Leupold scopes, but the LPS erector tube 
is larger. Also, both the benchrest and 
LPS scopes are given special attention 
when cementing the objective lens and 
meeting overall tolerances. 


Continued on next page 


Next the erector tube is inserted, and the ocular lens housing is closed. 


Each scope is then checked and calibrated. 


In another area of the clean room, reticles are being manufactured and assem- 
bled by the delicate care of two very polite ladies, both of whom have been at this 
exacting work for years. Each reticle is stamped to an exact size in a special die. 
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If the editor is able to print all of the 
photos herein to a size somewhat larger 
than a postage stamp, I had better leave off 
with the text and skip to the bottom line. 

I got the definite impression that the 
tactical types that attended the Leupold 
Tactical Conference appreciated it... as 
did the other writers and I. Leupold 
seemed genuinely concerned about our 
needs and what we did and did not like 
about their products. Leupold spent 
considerable time listening to the tactical 
shooters that attended, and they are 
making quality strides to satisfy these 
needs. 

Leupold’s design, quality assurance, 
and manufacturing facilities are most 
impressive. I just hope that I will be a 
invited back and given a bit more time to : 
spend with Forrest Babcock in design as 
well as in the shop. It is not only a great 
learning opportunity, but a fascinating The stamped reticle is checked for centers by projecting the crosshair onto the 
experience as well. image of the bull shown prior to final soldering. 
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Whenever I travel by plane with a 
firearm, I am never truly at rest in the pas- 
senger compartment. Thoughts of my 
rifle sitting in the cargo hold (or did they 
forget it?) and left to the Joving hands of 
a baggage handler just give me the jitters. 
Given the choice between driving and 
flying to a competition, I'll pick driving 
in just about every situation. This philos- 
ophy, however, wasn’t going to cut the 
mustard if I planned on attending the 
Autauga Arms (USA)/Sales (WEIN) 
1999 European Super Sniper Shootout, in 
Austria. So after passing muster with the 
NY Port Authority Police at JFK Interna- 
tional Airport, I found myself bound for 
Europe... on a jet. 

This was my second time at the Euro- 
pean Super Sniper Shootout in Austria 
and I looked forward to the plane docking 
at the Vienna (Wein to the locals) Air- 
port. Several of the Austrian gentlemen 
I had met last year were waiting at the 
airport for the international shooters to 
arrive. Two people in particular, Franz 
Till/Autauga Sales, and Major Hermann 
Zwanzinger/Austrian Ministry of Interi- 
or, would be busy coordinating our 
Polizei (Police) escorts, ensuring that 
each team felt welcome, and had a 
room for our first night at the Westbahn 
(West Railroad) Hotel in the absolutely 
gorgeous city of Vienna. As for our 
weapons, they were transported directly 


Ivana Vikova/Czech Police checks the rounds in her magazine 
during the unknown distance pop-up target event. Her partner, 
Capt. Vladimir Stepanek, looks on while J.C. Denham/Rangemaster 

, chful eye for the next appearing target. 


BY ED POCOCK III 


to Allentsteig Army Base (remember, 
there is no 2" Amendment here) by 
members of the Vienna Police, and 
placed in the armory there. Separated 
again... but at least this time, my rifle 
was with some of the trustworthiest souls 
I have ever met. 

The well-appointed Westbahn Hotel 
became a central meeting area for the 
traditional go-out-on-the-town dinner with 
Will B. von Gal/Autauga Arms and Franz 
Till. For those of you unfamiliar with 


Will von Gal, president of Autauga 
Arms, let me just say this: If Will says 
that someplace is a good place to eat, get 
ready to eat a lot of food—lI still have fond 
memories of the catfish lunch at the USA 
Shootout in Mississippi (us northern folk 
need to get out more). As the visitors from 
abroad consumed a huge quantity of ribs 
and fine Austrian beer, people from all 
points of the globe started talking about 


Continued on next page 


Divisional General Mayer/Austrian Ministry of Defense gives a warm welcome 

to all the competitors as the beaming base commander, Brigadier Tesar, looks on 
with Oberrat Steinert/Austrian Ministry of Interior (in the suit) and Autauga Arms 
president, Will von Gal, far right. 
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what they do for a living. The dinner was 
an excellent ice-breaker and I’m sure that 
some conversations went well into the fol- 
lowing morning but as for me, the jet lag 
really was starting to take hold (which 
good beer tends to expedite) and I signed 
off for the day 

The next morning, Polizei buses wait- 
ed for us outside of the hotel and shuttled 
us to Allentsteig Army Base, where the 
1999 European Shootout would take 
place. The ride was a few hours long but 
the view was extraordinary. Areas of 
farmland around Vienna slowly changed 
to a slightly mountainous area complete 
with pine tree forests. 

At the base, we bunked in the infantry 
barracks for the duration of the compe- 
tition. The barracks were your basic 
lodging that consisted of metal rack beds, 
in bays designed for 24 people, and pub- 
lic restrooms. While not the Holiday Inn, 
it was very comfortable. 

Franz Till Jr. and his mother, Ushi, 
signed in competitors from all over 
the world (the entire Till family were 
wonderful hosts). Competing this year 
would be teams from the USA, Austria, 
the Czech Republic, Netherlands, 
Ukraine, Germany, Belgium, Great 
Britain, Israel, and Switzerland. As we 
checked in and started to mingle, curios- 
ity sparked conversation as competitors 
asked fellow competitors about uniform 
shirts, insignias, patches, rank and a 
whole litany of other items that fellow 
shooters wore. Before long, the unoffi- 
cial “swap meet” began and people were 
trading the patches, hats, uniforms, 
badges and other items they had brought 
with them. Some went so far as to cut 
patches off their uniforms for a desired 
trade. A couple of shooters from an 
English military outfit found that they 
possessed some of the most desirable 
traders and were quickly relieved of 
those items they wished to part with. 
This continued through our entire stay 
at the barracks. 
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“Hard Rockers” Lt. Ray Smith (shooting) and Capt. Bill Huskey, under the vigi- 
lant eyes of a range-master, use teamwork to hit their moving targets in the sitting 
position. Movers were engaged out to 300 meters in this position. 


Sgt. Major Richard Pluijgers/Dutch Military Police wields his massive Mauser 
SR93 in .300 Winchester Magnum, while Sgt. Major Robert Hartog/Dutch Military 
Police assists. 


The Opening Ceremony was different 
than your typical “Here are the rules, be 
safe, and good luck.” In Austria, the 
European Super Sniper Shootout is fully 
sanctioned by the Austrian Government 
and requires that certain protocol be 
followed. This included speakers from 
the base, Autauga Arms, Ministry of 
Defense (military), and Ministry of 
Interior (police), along with the US 
and Austrian national anthems being 
played. Without any doubt, Autauga was 
off to a good start. 

Steve Campbell, Chief of Competition 
(a.k.a. sniper torturer extraordinaire), 
informed us that he was administering 
the course of fire and completed the gen- 
eral “pre-shoot” safety speech. Steve also 
informed the shooters that the police and 
military competitors would be shooting 
the same course of fire, which meant out 
to 500 meters. Weapons were picked up 
in the early morning hours and all team 
members met a bus no later than 0800 
hours for transport to the range. 

One challenge that every course 
designer faces, especially when dealing 
with snipers, is trying to simulate that 
pressure felt by a military or police 
sniper in the field. Not an easy task by 
any means. At the 1998 USA Shootout 
in Raton, NM, Major John Plaster did 
just that with a target worth 1,000 points 
that combined time with actually finding 
and hitting your target. He emphasized 
the value of this target over and over, 
which caused a ton of real pressure on 
teammates to perform. Since that time, 
Autauga has placed emphasis on these 
“real pressure” targets by adding four 
events over the course of three days 
called the “Cold Bore Shot”. Since a 
police or military sniper will probably 
take his/her first shot from a cold bore; it 
only made sense to have these events 
take place first, in the dew-filled morn- 
ing, or in one case, directly after lunch. 
Each shot was worth 300 points and they 
were the highest one-shot targets of the 
match. Of the 100 competitors at this 
event, everyone knew the profound value 
of these targets and understood that the 
team that hit all eight of their cold bores 


would probably win or come darn close 
to winning. Pressure? I think so. 
While the “real pressure” Cold Bore 
targets pitted individual shooters against 
Minute of Angle (MOA) circles, other 
events showed how well a team actually 
worked together. One such event includ- 
ed what appeared to be a rather simple 
target with triangles, squares, octagons, 


and pentagons. All were about one 
MOA, located about 100 meters down- 
range. The paper was loaded with these 
shapes scattered all over the paper. All 
seemed right in the world until Mr. 
Campbell explained to the teams that 
each team’s spotter would be given a 
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Chief James Yeager/Big Sandy PD TN USA explains a “Force Continuum” chart 
to a packed audience at the Less-Lethal Weapons Symposium that followed the 
competition. Jim, along with Lt. Ron Hartman/Springfield MO USA, provided an 
excellent across-the-board Less-Lethal program. 


a 


“Honestly, I saw another chap wearing a hat like this down there somewhere.” 
Pictured from left to right are Capt. Len Terry/Civil Guard Israeli Police (a proud 
Tactical Shooter Hat owner—women do dig the hat), Lt. Yochanan Vardi/Civil 
Guard Israeli Police, and my partner Ofc. Rich Sargent/Southington PD CT USA. 
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separate piece of paper, similar to the 
target downrange, which the designated 
shooter would not be privy to. Then, in 
a 5-minute time frame, the spotter was 
to direct their partner to each of the 10 
shapes that were not on the spotter’s 
master sheet. Nearly every shooter I 
talked with after this event decided that 
this was something worth copying at 
home for training purposes, as it com- 
bined observation, communication, and 
good shooting into one event. 

While in the area of training, Steve 
Campbell had a few more tricks up 
his sleeve.The “Smiley Face” target 
reemerged after a year hiatus, and is an 
excellent simulation for law enforce- 
ment types. A 16.5 x 11.5-inch piece of 
paper containing 36 1!/2-inch smiley 
faces, set 100 meters away, was the 
target and one single yellowed smiley 
was the designated “bad guy”. Easy? 
Well, not exactly. Once in position, 
shooters were left lying there for up to 
30 minutes waiting for the “green light” 
to shoot. The eyes tend to do strange 
things after only a few minutes on this 
target with smiley faces, smattered all 
over the paper, appearing to come out at 
you as your eyes tire. A really great 
shooting exercise. Other classics includ- 
ed the “Know Your Limitations” event, 
where progressively smaller areas of a 
“bad guy’s” head is exposed behind a 
hostage, who this year wore a “Police” 
ball cap (it plays on you, causing those 
little thoughts in your head to say, 
“What if this was an officer at my 
department?”); and a “Low Light” 
shooting event. 

Paper is one thing but shooting 
objects that either move and/or explode 
(particularly the latter) at long distances 
is enough to make any shooter’s blood 
pump just a little faster. Talk to nearly 
any sniper and you are sure to find an 
avid .22 tin can plinker. I’m no different 
and was pleased to see that the 1999 
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European Shootout had five events that 
included the “move and/or explode” 
element. A glass shooting event added a 
realistic element, causing shooters to 
aim at a target behind pressure treated 
glass, while the moving target event 
allowed us to shoot at the Austrian 
Army’s premiere moving target range 
(last year, we were treated to an artillery 
barrage on a far—emphasis on the word 
FAR—distant hill) where targets moved 
laterally at 100, 200 and 300 meters. 


Pop-ups were used on an unknown 
distance range that required shooters 
to load under time constraints, while 
pop-ups loomed up to 500 meters away. 
An absolute blast. 

One new addition to this year’s 
“explode” category included balloon 
targets at 400 meters on a day that 
produced 12-mph gusts with 3-mph 
dead spots. Couple this with the 
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TOP TEN INDIVIDUAL SHOOTERS 
(Military and Police Shooters Combined) 
Name Organization Points 
Klaus LASSNIG* GEK Cobra (Austria-Police) 2,932.5 
Jiri CERNY URNA Praha (Czech Republic-Police) 2,717.5 
Larry BARTEK Plano TX PD (USA-Police) 2,645.0 
Bernd TASCHLER Zentrum Jagdkampf Kdo (Germany-Military) 2,640.0 
Frank HENN Tvs Battalion 496 (Austria-Military) 2,632.5 
Raymond SMITH Opelika AL PD (USA-Police) 2,585.0 
Edward POCOCK III Southington CT PD (USA-Police) 2,515.0 
Craig DEVENY Boise City ID PD (USA-Police) 2,507.0 
Wolfgang MAZAN WEGA (Austria-Police) 2,442.5 
Michael THAMER GEK Cobra (Austria-Police) 2,437.5 
* TOP GUN 
TOP FIVE POLICE TEAMS 

ORGANIZATION TEAM MEMBERS Points 

GEK COBRA (Austria)* LASSNIG & LUNZER 5,300 

PLANO TX PD (USA)* BARTEK & YOUNG 5,060 

WEGA (Austria)* MAZAN & STEINHAUSER 4,825 

OPELIKA AL PD (USA) SMITH & HUSKEY 4,785 

URNA PRAHA (Czech) CERNY & BROZEK 4,750 

*Trophy 

TOP FIVE MILITARY TEAMS 

ORGANIZATION TEAM MEMBERS Points 

TVS BTL.496 (Austria)* HENN & HENN 4,690 

Zentrum Jagdkampf Kdo 

(Germany )* TASCHLER & TOMSITS 4,200 

SWISS ARMY (Swiss)* BOBILLIER & MATTERA 3,615 

TVS BTL.496 (Austria) BECKER & WOLF 3,265 

ITC Walenstadt (Swiss) DAMASO & ZAJIC 2,875 

*Trophy 

2 TABLE 1 


oe R cheinik 
fanbog 


oe Rychetnik has been something of an institution at Precision 

Shooting magazine for almost a decade now. In January of 1998 

we started a new publication, 7actical Shooter, with a focus on law 
enforcement SWAT snipers, military snipers, and field shooters. Not 
knowing exactly just how Joe’s droll humor and yarn spinning would go 
over with this lethal crowd, nonetheless we resolved to publish a pair of 
his articles in back-to-back issues, and study the reader reaction. We 
needn't have either worried or hesitated...he was an — ee after 
his second article. 


Several of the thirty articles herein had to be retyped...mostly 


because we no longer had the original PC disks in our possession. Ona 


typical day we would have a couple of our staff re-inputting Rychetnik 
articles, and another couple of our staff doing routine typing of articles, 
correspondence, and whatever. It became a bit of a problem...everyone 
wanted to type the Rychetnik articles, nobody wanted to type “that other 
stuff’. Order was finally restored with a pragmatic compromise...one day 
you type Bt long: articles, the next day you type “that other ak One 
day on, one day off... 


Frankly we have no one quite like Joe Rychetnik on our staff...if for 
no better reason than there are not that many raconteurs of this caliber in 
existence at any given point in time. If adaptability is the true test of 
aristocracy...then Joe must be incognito royalty. His articles are enjoyed 
for their face value by the man in the street...and the better educated pick 
up on the drollery, subtleties, innuendoes, and whatever other literary 
machinations that oe feels like pepioyiae to 


Joe has quite a colorful background, and has authored two previous 
books on specific eras of his life...Bush Cop told the story of the early 
days of the Alaskan State Police, created when the former territory 
became a full state in January of 1959. It was kind of wild back then, and 
Joe found himself “the” (only) policeman for a district that extended from 
Barrow on the Arctic Ocean to Hooper Bay, south of the mouth of the 
Yukon, including all the coastal villages and the islands on the Bering 

_Sea...a beat equal to covering the West Coast of the South 48 from the 
Canadian line to Mexico, 


Then his second book, Alaska’s Sky Follies, covered the period after 
he left the Alaskan State Police (still in one piece, surprisingly) and 
became the reporter-photographer-correspondent for Time-Life News 
Service and United Press International. When these employers decided 


- other Joe missed the French 


excitement in the second half of : 


_ problems of the day, and settle 


_ Space Age”... 


_ they wanted “the facts” on some particular goings-on, frequently there was 
no way to get there except to hire a bush-pilot, head in the appropriate 


general direction, and keep your fingers crossed. This was an earlier era of 
aviation when breaking the rules was the rule, and when legends-to-be 
such as Don Sheldon flew the skies across the huge new state of Alaska. 
There are a number of photos of Joe with the bush pilots and their 
planes...mostly the planes are upside down on ice floes, lakesides, and 
heaven only knows what else. And Joe is a former Marine as well...to the 
extent that any Marine can 
become a “former Marine”...he 
survived the World War II battle 
of Okinawa, and was a Marine 
Combat Photographer during 
the Korean War. Somehow or 


Foreign Legion...but he was 
seemingly mixed up in just 
about everything else of 


the 20th Century. What a wealt 
of storytelling possibilities such 
a background would give to 

even an ordinary soul...but give 
that background to a gifted 
storyteller/yarn spinner such as 
Joe Rychetnik...and you can rest 
assured that the tales will 
flow...and flow...and hundreds 

of people will forget their 


down to enjoy the latest yarn. 


While writing the book’s modest introduction, yours truly committed 
the indiscretion of asking Joe what other magazines he had written for in 
his time, besides our two titles. A mistake...definitely a mistake. How 
about... Time, Life, Sports Illustrated, Fortune, Gun Digest, Knife Digest, 
Knives Annual, The American Blade, Outdoor Life, Guns, American 
Handgunner, Shooting Times, The American Rifleman, New York Times 
Magazine, National Geographic, Salt Water Sportsmen, Valor, True, 
Leatherneck, Aviation History...the list goes on and on (and | know that he 
forgot the beer magazines, the single malt Scotch magazines, and others). 


There are some 275+ pages in our assembly of Joe Rychetnik 


_yarns...and the yarn count stands at thirty...twenty-five of which were 
_ previously published in Precision Shooting and Tactical Shooter 


magazines...and five of which appear here for the first time in print. The 
titles of a half dozen or so of his articles give clues as to the book’s subject 


matters... “The Smell of Good Times Past”... “Walking With Old Friends”... 
~ “Good-Bye Roberts”... “Requiem for a Great Lightweight”... “Where The 
Old Shooters Meet”... “Bear With Me”... 


“Rawhide, Gun Leather and The 
“The Bush Cops’. 


The 1999 European Super 
Sniper Shootout 
Continued from page 40 


balloons flopping around, the “bad guy” 
balloon overlapping “hostage” balloons, 
and you’re sure to spell trouble. “And 
for many teams, that’s exactly what 
happened,” said Steve Campbell.“ 
really expected this event to be easier 
than the “shapes” target but it turned out 
to be just the opposite.” 

The close of range activities included 
everyone’s favorite exploding target, the 
edible, incredible, egg. Placed at over 
200 meters away, nailing this target, 
regardless of your match ranking, was 
the way to end any competition (plus the 
egg was worth 200 points!). As the shots 
squeezed off, cheers overtook the groans 
and the 1999 Autauga Arms European 
Super Sniper Shootout was over. It will 
be fondly remembered as one of the 
smoothest running matches I have ever 
attended. 

Awards were issued at the Closing 
Ceremony, in which just about every 
high official in Austria seemed to attend. 
Speeches were made, which were actual- 
ly quite good and thankfully in English, 
and the winners were decorated. The 
Austrians dominated the top spots across 
the board, with teams from the USA, 
Germany, and Switzerland filling the 
remaining spots. (Refer to Table 1 on 
page 40) 

During dinner, new and old friends 
talked about the shooting events and 
exchanged shooting methods. Addresses 
were exchanged and phone numbers 
written on anything that would accept 
ink. A great time was had by all. The 
feeling that this wing-ding was over did 
not actually set in until the end of the 
dinner when these same friends realized 
that we would, again, be separated for a 
year, until the next European Shootout 
occurred in 2000. 

SP, 
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T included this picture of the trophies awarded at this competition. They are, 
without a doubt, some of the finest pieces of glass I have ever seen. The police 
trophies are blue, the gold urn-like figure was the Top Gun trophy, the clear 
glass (the nicest I thought) military, and everyone who completed the course 


received a medallion. 
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BY CAPTAIN JIM REIFINGER 
Jacksonville, NC Police Department 


This article is directed towards real law enforcement and military police 


snipers, who are out there doing the job everyday in the real world. I am in no 


way addressing the rifle shooters who do all their “sniping” on a mowed range 


or off a concrete bench on weekends. These latter shooters can and do purchase 


anything they wish to within legal limits, and I will proudly support their 


God-given and constitutional right to do so. Now, for you real snipers and 


especially the police who have no rights... 


I believe that there are critically 
important standards to be met for 
police and military sniper rifles. They 
must be consistently accurate to sub- 
minute with a cold bore, simple in 
operational design and built solidly 
enough to maintain zero during the 
rigors of transportation or the stalk. 
This sounds like it is very simple to 
accomplish, but it apparently isn’t. 

I conduct about six law enforcement 
sniper classes a year that bring in offi- 
cers from across the nation and Canada. 
We also receive military police SRT 
snipers for training. Over the years we 
have seen all different kinds of weapons 
systems arrive with these officers. Most 
of them are acceptable to excellent, 
but many show up that can only be 
described as trash. No, I am not being 
mean or exaggerating. Any decent rifle 
shoots well at 100 yards, but these rifles 
won’t even approach that standard. 


Many of these rifles have been 
deployed on actual call-outs for years, 
and that should be of great concern. 

I see two distinct problems with 
these rifles, and they come from both 
ends of the spectrum. The first group 
is the low end. These are rifles that 
have no business near a sniper team. 
They are old hunting rifles that prob- 
ably came out of the confiscation 
locker or are the officers’ personal 
deer guns. I tell these guys not to 
come with that rifle, because it will be 
a very long and discouraging two 
weeks. Also on the low end are the 
rifles that are on the market today 
that pass themselves off as law 
enforcement sniper rifles. Some of 
them are screwed into the stock 
without bedding or a bedding block 
at all. One of these rifles that came 
to school, I could twist the stock out 
of shape with my bare hands, and 


when the shooter laid his face on 
the stock it would sag in the middle. 
The warmer the day, the worse the 
sag was. This was a well-known name 
rifle company that markets this gun 
for law enforcement. 

I wasn’t sure where to put this next 
gun, because depending what the 
department paid for the gun or work 
done, it could be either low or high 
end. This gun was built at Billy Bob’s 
Gun Shop, Taxidermy and Hair Sa- 
lon. These are some of the biggest 
headaches I run into. Somehow I have 
to tactfully convince the officer that his 
home town hero, that builds the best 
deer rifle for three counties, doesn’t 
know his butt from third base about a 
sniper rifle or especially how to bed 
one. These rifles also normally come 
with a trigger that shoots when you 
look at it hard. You can make most of 
them fire by slamming the bolt down, 
and these don’t even get to shoot on my 
range until they are fixed. Anything 
less than three pounds is too light for a 
police sniper weapon. In fact I recom- 
mend 3!/2 to 4 pounds. 

Some of these “custom guns” come 
from a source that one might expect to 
be reputable. Recently, I had a friend 
bring me a rifle that a former military 
armorer built. The builder told my 
friend that this is his idea of the perfect 


Continued on next page 
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Bells, Whistles, Spaceguns 
and Plain Junk 


Continued 


sniper rifle. The rifle had the safety and 
bolt stop removed, and when you 
worked the bolt rapidly, the bolt came 
out in your hand. Also, the trigger was 
so light that all you had to do was touch 
it to fire. This weapon would slam-fire 
easily, and it was immediately sent in 
for rebuild. 

Another rifle that showed up in my 
last class was built by a very excellent 
long-range rifle competitor. It had a 
Remington receiver, heavy barrel, com- 
posite stock and excellent scope. Good 
start, but let me continue. This rifle was 
bedded crooked in the stock with very 
fragile bedding material. The stock had 
an adjustable cheek piece that did not 
allow the bolt to be cycled when the 
cheek piece was adjusted for proper 
eye/scope alignment. This rifle was 
deployed in this condition with a 
SWAT/Sniper team on a fairly large city 
police department. It was fixed before it 
left school. 

Now, here is where I may upset some 
good folks, but my goal is to promote 
consistent accuracy, not support egos 
or corporate junk. I’m talking about 
space guns and with all kinds of bells 


and whistles attached. Most of these 
guns have a Dragunov look-alike stock 
with all kinds of holes, hooks and other 
protrusions adorning them. I challenge 
anyone to smoothly conduct a success- 
ful stalk with one of these rifles. They 
will snag onto every wait-a-minute vine 
in the bush. 

One of these rifles has what looks to 
me to be 4 lifting hooks, one on each 
corner. I guess for external loading by 
chopper, I don’t know. Please educate 
me, but they look like more “snag- 
stuff’ to me. 

What’s my opinion on what police 
should be using? You won’t be sur- 
prised at all. It is what most of them are 
already using. The Remington PSS or 
Tactical rifle with a Leupold scope, but 
let me add some points of attention that 
need to be made. 

First, get rid of those cheep deer 
hunting scope mounts with the big 
gross windage screws on the back of 
the base, and throw them as far as you 
can. You need to replace them with a 
solid mount, such as a Chandler one 
piece, or RAD rings on a rail. You have 
to have solid and dependable mounts to 
maintain that all-important cold bore 
zero. Make sure your armorer laps and 
aligns the rings, or you can damage a 
good scope. 

Just a little on scopes. The scope that 
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comes with the Remington Tactical 
Response System is a 3.5X10 Leupold 
without an adjustable objective or 
parallax knob. Not a bad scope, but 
you are unable to focus at close range, 
and this happens quite often to urban 
snipers. You do need a variable scope to 
power down for close-in and reduced 
light situations. The 3.5X10 range is 
excellent, and the 4.5X14 range is as 
high as you need to get in power. 

There are some other things that 
need checking or doing. Make sure you 
have a trained and factory qualified 
gunsmith perform them. Any rifle will 
shoot better if the muzzle is crowned 
properly. Have your trigger set at 3!/2 
to 4 pounds with no creep. There are 
numerous other items that a trained 
gunsmith will check to make sure your 
weapon is working properly. 

The rifle comes with an HS Precision 
stock with an aluminum bedding-block 
that works well, but even Remington 
doesnit always do the little things. You 
will have to make sure the stock is 
properly tightened to the receiver, and 
65_inch-pounds of torque are recom- 
mended. After that, see if the barrel 
is free floated. Some come from the 
factory touching badly. Let your gun- 
smith know if you have this problem. If 
you open the barrel channel too much, 
you will be gathering dirt and trash in 
there during the creep. 

Norm Chandler of Iron Brigade 
Armory does a PSS up-grade that 
includes all the above plus the option of 
installing a Chandler steel trigger guard. 
This is fitted into the HS stock by his 
gunsmiths, and increases the rigidity of 
the weapon. If you are interested in this 
up-grade for your Remington, give Iron 
Brigade a call at (910) 455-3834. They 
have built or upgraded rifles for law 
enforcement nationwide, and I haven’t 
heard of any dissatisfied agencies. They 
also build unbeatable custom guns and 
stand behind their work. 

Some snipers like an adjustable 
cheek piece, and this is an excellent 
item for properly fitting the shooter to 
the gun. Before going on a mission or 


creep, properly adjust the cheek piece 
and place wide 100 mph or riggers tape 
over the openings and adjustment 
knobs. On an HS stock with no ad- 
Justment, you can build your own with 
narrow pieces of insulated pad and 
tape. At the start of every class we take 
the time to fit every student to their 
rifle. We put them in a proper prone 
position, and then adjust eye relief 
and cheek piece height. This becomes 
very important for a police sniper who 
may have to stay on the gun for a long 
period of time. Holding your head 
up and pushing it back or forth to keep 
a clear scope will fatigue you very 
quickly. 

There may very well be some other 
combinations and options for a law 
enforcement sniper system out there, 
but I can’t find a better one that is as 
solid and reliable for the money. 
Department SWAT teams need to have 
two to four good sniper rifles at a 
minimum, and to be able to keep the 
initial cost per rifle under $2000 makes 
it easier to buy the required amount of 
guns without compromising on quality 
and performance. My department has 
5 of these Chandler hardened PSS 
rifles and they all maintain their zeros. 
Our officers keep their rifles with 
them in their patrol cars all the time, 
and you know how tough that can be 
on a scoped rifle. 

Keep the rifle simple, solid and 
reliable. Keep it as slick as possible, so 
it will move easily in the bush. If you 
have some extra money to spend, buy 
bullets and practice, and ignore the 
bells, whistles and spaceguns. 
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Jim Reifinger is an active uniform 
patrol Captain with the Jacksonville, 
North Carolina Police Department. 
He has been a police sniper for the 
department SWAT team for 12 years, 
and is currently the sniper team leader. 
Captain Reifinger has a Specialized 
Law Enforcement Firearms Instruc- 
tor’s certification in North Carolina 
and also teaches Constitutional Law, 


Laws of Arrest and Subject Control in 
the Basic Law Enforcement Training 
Academy. Jim has a BS of Social 


letterhead at (910) 455-8897. Jim is 
also an adjunct LE sniper instructor 
at Blackwater Lodge. That schedule 


Sciences from Campbell University, 
and he retired as a First Sergeant from 


can be found at: 


a career as an infantry and reconnais- www.Blackwaterlodge.com. 


sance trained United States Marine. 


To contact Captain Reifinger for 
police sniper training, call him at 
(910) 455-1472 or FAX on department 
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Operational Tactics, Inc., a non-profit organization, is dedicated to the educational needs of law enforcement and mili- 
tary agencies around the world. Specializing in emergency response operations, with an emphasis on sniper training and 
tactics, Operational Tactics, Inc. provides guidance ranging from the formulation of tactical team policy, to the prepara- 
tion of snipers for actual operations. Stuart A. Meyers, President of Operational Tactics, Inc. is the primary instructor. 


open 


We look forward to providing your tactical team with the 
knowledge and skill necessary to effectively resolve life- 
threatening situations. For a fee structure and further infor- 
mation regarding training, please visit our web site at: 
www.operationaltactics.org or call 301-996-SWAT (7928). 


Operational Tactics, Inc. offers 
the following training programs: 


* Police Sniper 

¢ Advanced Sniper 

* Sniper Instructor 
Certification 

* Tactical Command 


* Tactical Operations 

* National SWAT/ 
Sniper Symposium 

¢ World Sniper 
Championship 


| Police Sniper Administrative Policy & Training 


New release... includes administrative policy for tactical teams, guidelines 
“ye . . B ey . 
) for sniper utilization and deployment, sniper training, and qualification courses. 
Pp ploy Pp 8 q 
$25 (U.S. orders), $35 (outside U.S.) per book. 


“Police Sniper Administrative Policy & Training by Stuart A. Meyers, is a compendium of infor- 
mation for police managers who are formulating policy and procedures for SWAT Team long- 
rifle positions. The author uses his experience as a police officer assigned to the position, to 
make realistic recommendations about the selection, training, and deployment of personnel. 
An accomplished shooter and trainer himself, Mr. Meyers includes representative training 
and testing standards to consider. It is an excellent reference document for any SWAT 
Commander.” 
— Mr. Bud Graves, Director at Large, National Tactical Officers Association 
Sniper Supervisor, Los Angeles Police Department SWAT Team (retired) 
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“Police Sniper Administrative Policy & Training and A Guide to Police Sniping are recommended reading at our courses, and 
should be considered mandatory reference material for every police sniper, tactical team leader, and police administrator.” 
— Staff Sergeant John M. Peterson, III 
U.S. Army Special Forces Sniper; Instructor, SigArms Academy 


A Guide To Police Sniping For sale to law enforcement and military personnel only... 


includes sniper selection process, operational tactics, urban sniping, marksmanship skills, fieldcraft/stalking. 
$34 (U.S.), $40 (outside U.S.) per book. Send a copy of official identification. 


“This book is one of, if not, the most informative books I have read. Outstanding!” 
— Gunnery Sergeant Carlos N. Hathcock, II 
Legendary United States Marine Corps Sniper (retired) 
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Accurizing The Factory Rifle 


by MLL. McPherson 


A long-awaited book, which bridges the gap between the rudimentary 
(mounting sling swivels, scope blocks, and that general level of accom- 
plishment) ...and the advanced (precision chambering, barrel fluting, 
and that general level of accomplishment) books that are currently 
available today. 


Like The Precision Shooting Reloading Guide, which blazed a completely new trail in the 
world of reloading manuals (and which is now going into its third printing), the new book 
from popular PS columnist M.L. (Mic) McPherson competes with no existing 
publication...it likewise takes a unique approach to an important area of rifle accuracy that 
has been, until now, quite neglected. 


if one takes the Editor's basic-outlook-on-life on the subject of people... “I instinctively 
like five percent of the people | meet...| instinctively dislike five percent of the people 
that | meet...and that leaves the other ninety percent of humanity...” and transpose it 
to the question of mechanical aptitude...we probably come up with somewhat 
revised percentage allocations... “Approximately twenty percent of the populace are 
complete failures at anything mechanical at all (Instruction to printer... insert any 
photo available of the Editor here, as a fine example of this type)...some ten 
percent of the populace are born with more mechanical aptitude than seems 
reasonable (Instruction to printer...see if you can scare up any photos of Ferris 
Pindell or Jim Borden, to illustrate this type)...and that leaves seventy percent of 
humanity to fall between the two extremes.” 


And here we have a book for the seventy percenters! If you have no earthly 
idea how to mount a set of scope blocks...it's probably not for you. If you're the 
assembling gunsmith on a half-dozen top twenty guns at the Super Shoot each year...is probably 
not for you. The writing credentials of Mic McPherson (Editor of Metallic Cartridge Reloading, as well 
as Cartridges of the World) are impeccable, and he has outdone himself here. 


Author McPherson, aided and abetted by over 400 photos, takes the reader through the long- 
recognized primary steps...lapping the bolt lugs, squaring the receiver face, glass bedding, barrel 
crowning, pillar bedding, glue-ins...to the recent accuracy-enhancing developments Pressure (Fire)- 
lapping™, molycoating of bullets, lapping scope rings, action bedding blocks, etc. The book does not 
cover truly advanced accuracy gunsmithing...chambering a new barrel, for instance, receives only two 
or three pages of coverage, and is included primarily to acquaint the reader with what is involved in 
doing the job properly...rather than how to do it (which would require many more pages). Neither is the 
book intended to show you how to build a Super Shoot-winning gun. It is intended rather to enable 
you to very materially improve the accuracy of a factory rifle (new or used) that you have just purchased 
or acquired. 


While the primary focus of the 330 (plus) page book is on bolt action rifles, there is still extensive 
coverage given to the accurizing of lever action rifles, as well as pump actions and single shot 
rifles...since the latter three types have long been ignored in most published works. 


ORDER NOW: at $44.95 soft cover, plus shipping and handling. Shipping is $3.50 for first book, $5.00 
for multiple books - US. Order from: Precision Shooting, 222 McKee Street, Manchester, CT 06040. 
Phone (860) 645-8776, fax (860) 643-8215. Visa and Master Card orders accepted without surcharge. 
Canada and foreign orders will be charged actual shipping costs, plus $1.00 handling. CT residents add 
6% sales tax. NY residents add 4% sales tax. 
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BY HUGO TEUFEL 


Increasingly, decision-makers are 
relying upon sniper/observer teams to 
provide critical, real-time information 
on a developing situation and, when 
necessary, precision fire to neutralize 
the situation. Whether part of a law 
enforcement SWAT team or a military 
counter-terror unit, the value of the 
sniper/observer team has been borne 
out over the last twenty-five years in 
places such as Scottsdale, Arizona, 
Greeley, Colorado, Miami Beach, Flor- 
ida, Albuquerque, New Mexico, and 
Washington, D.C. 

Proper training and equipment are 
key to the modern sniper, as are tactics 
and mindset. Unfortunately, too many 
agencies and military units fail to pro- 
vide their snipers with the necessary 
means to accomplish their work. As 
well, many agencies and units fail to 
recognize the importance of snipers in 
gathering intelligence and saving lives. 

Consider the Summer Olympics 
at Munich. Early in the morning of 
September 5, 1972, eight members of 
the Palestinian terrorist group Black 
September slipped into the Olympic 
Village, bound for the Israeli athletes’ 
quarters. Entering the quarters, the ter- 
rorists mortally wounded two athletes. 
Barricading themselves in the Israelis’ 
quarters with nine hostages, the ter- 


rorists began negotiations with the 
German government. In less than 
twenty hours after the start of the crisis, 
it would end with all nine hostages, five 
of the terrorists, and one German police 
officer dead. Everything that could 
go wrong did. The deficiencies in the 
snipers’ training, tactics, equipment 
and mindset contributed to the debacle 
of that day. 

During negotiations at the Village, 
the Germans deployed 15 volunteer 
police snipers. In advance of the ter- 
rorists and their hostages flying to 
Fiirstenfeldbruck airbase — where a 
passenger jet ostensibly was waiting to 
take them to a third country — German 
police moved five of the snipers to 
the airbase. Three of the snipers 
were set up in the control tower, 
two more were deployed on the air- 
field. Notwithstanding that there were 
eight prospective targets, the remaining 
snipers were left behind at the Olympic 
Village. As well, the snipers turned 
down night vision equipped rifles that 
the German Army had offered them; 
the snipers had never trained with such 
equipment. Instead, the snipers relied 
upon spotlights to illuminate the field. 
The uneven illumination provided for 
obscuring shadows and curtains of 
darkness that the terrorists could 
exploit. 

The police snipers had been ordered 


to shoot when the greatest number 
of terrorists presented themselves. No 
more than four at a time did. Even had 
all of the terrorists presented them- 
selves, there would have been no way 
for the five snipers to simultaneously 
neutralize all eight terrorists. Worse, 
the sniper coverage of visible terrorists 
was unequal. Some terrorists had more 
than one sniper covering them, others 
had no sniper coverage. Moreover, 
there was no entry team available to 
go in to rescue the hostages after sniper 
engagement. 

At some point, one of the snipers 
fired. Some of the others joined in. 
Over an hour later, the crisis was over. 
The terrorists who were not neutralized 
had killed the Israeli hostages. After 
action review indicated that insuffici- 
ent training and tactics, equipment, and 
sniper mindset all contributed to the 
debacle at Fiirstenfeldbruck. In particu- 
lar, there were reports that one or more 
of the snipers were unable or unwilling 
to pull the trigger on a human target. 

Though many military units, and 
certainly German law enforcement, 
learned from Munich and improved 
their sniper capabilities, in the nearly 
30 years since Munich, many sniper 
teams still find themselves without the 
proper tools to do their jobs. Even when 
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Operational Tactics, Inc.’s 
World Sniper 
Championship™ Continued 


teams are given the proper equipment 
and training, they often fail to under- 
go crisis rehearsals to hone their 
skills. Moreover, many sniper teams 
lack contact with other local teams, let 
alone teams from across the country, 
contacts which allow them to share 
information and to learn from their 
cohorts’ experiences. 

Nothing can truly compare to the 
stress of an operational deployment. 
Nevertheless, competition with one’s 
peers, especially undergoing realistic 
scenarios, can approximate the intensity 
of a call-out. Include the best sniper 
teams from across the country and 
around the world, and add a $10,000 
grand prize for the top team, and 
you have an outstanding training 
opportunity for the operational sniper. 
Operational Tactics, Inc.'s World 
Sniper Championship™, April 16- 
19, 2000, at the Ben Avery Shooting 
Facility, in Phoenix, Arizona is just 
such an event. 

For those not familiar with Opera- 
tional Tactics, Inc. and its Founder and 
President, Stuart A. Meyers, Operational 
Tactics is a non-profit organization, 
dedicated to “the educational needs of 
law enforcement and military agencies 
around the world.” Specifically, Opera- 
tional Tactics provides sniper and SWAT 
training to military and law enforcement 
teams. 

Meyers’ training and background is 
extensive, and he has plenty of experi- 
ence with high-risk operations. Meyers 
was a member of the Montgomery 
County, Maryland Department of Police 
from 1982 to 1998. He has a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from the University of 
Maryland in Criminal Justice/Law 
Enforcement. Additionally, Meyers has 
received counter-terrorism training at 
Georgetown University in Washington, 
D.C., and chemical and biological 
terrorism training at the Navy Medical 
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Center in Bethesda, Maryland. 

First and foremost, Meyers is a 
sniper. Meyers’ sniper training includes 
graduation from the Baltimore County, 
Maryland, Police Counter-Sniper 
School (Honor Graduate), the Carlos 
Hathcock/Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
Police Advanced Counter-Sniper 
School, the United States Marine Corps 
Scout/Sniper Instructor School En- 
hancement Course, Quantico, Virginia 
(Honor Graduate), the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Hostage Rescue Team 
Advanced Sniper School, and numerous 
sniper seminars. Meyers competed in 
the 1996 H&K Invitational Counter- 
Sniper Team Competition at Fort Meade, 
Maryland, where he placed first in the 
team competition, as well as first in the 
individual competition. He speaks fluent 
Spanish, and as a certified firearms 
instructor, has taught courses throughout 
the world in SWAT operations, specializ- 
ing in the field of sniper training and 
tactics. He is an instructor for the U.S. 
Department of State Anti-Terrorism 
Assistance Program and the National 
Tactical Officers Association (NTOA). 

As a member of Montgomery Coun- 
ty’s Centralized and Decentralized 
Special Weapons and Tactics Team 
from 1983 to 1996, he was deployed as 
a primary sniper on numerous tactical 
operations. During his time on SWAT 
for Montgomery County — one of the 
wealthiest counties per capita in the 
United States and bordering Wash- 
ington, D.C. — Meyers participated in 
a conservative average of 12 call-outs 
per year and the execution of almost 
200 search and high-risk arrest warrants 
per year. 

Meyers has also written extensively 
on the subject of sniping. He is the 
author of the books, A Guide To Police 
Sniping (available to LE and military 
only) and Police Sniper Administrative 
Policy & Training (non-restricted). 
Both books are very concise sources 
of information for the operational 
sniper and his or her commander. As 
well, Meyers co-authored the NTOA’s 
recommended policy and procedures 


for deployment and utilization of law 
enforcement snipers. Further, Meyers 
has published articles in The Tactical 
Edge on a variety of SWAT related 
topics and is a member of the maga- 
zine’s Editorial Review Board. 
Operational Tactics is no stranger to 
national-level events for the military 
and law enforcement operator. Indeed, 
Operational Tactics sponsors and runs 
the renowned National SWAT/Sniper 
Symposium. The annual event, limited 
to law enforcement and military person- 
nel, brings together law enforcement 
commanders, tactical team leaders, 
counter-terrorist team personnel, and 
police snipers from around the world 
to hear nationally recognized subject 
matter experts discuss cutting edge 
legal, technical, medical, and tactical 
developments in sniping. : 
Given Meyers and Operational 
Tactics backgrounds in sniping, the 
World Sniper Championship™ is 
certain to live up to its name. Meyers 
views the championship as more than 
just a competition, it is an opportunity 
for world-class training and making 
important professional contacts. In 
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keeping with Meyers vow never to 
train bad guys, Operational Tactics is 
limiting participation in the World 
Sniper Championship™ to law en- 
forcement and military personnel 
only. As well, there is a limit of fifty, 
two-person sniper teams. The fee to 
participate in the World Sniper Champi- 
onship™ is $500 per team, and includes 
admission to the awards buffet dinner, 
held at the conclusion of the event. 

The teams will compete on six 
courses of fire. Courses will test teams’ 
precision shooting and sniper skills 
and mirror activities teams could be 
expected to perform while deployed. To 
add to the stress of competition and 
to maintain a level playing field of 
competition, Operational Tactics will 


not disclose the exact nature of each 


course until the day of the event. Oper- 
ational Tactics has indicated that the 
following areas of sniper capabilities 
will be covered under the various 
courses of fire: cold bore shots; urban 
sniping; engagement of targets behind 
glass barriers; range estimation; target 
identification; engagement of moving 
targets; rapid deployment; physical 
fitness; and nighttime/reduced-light 
target engagement. Additionally, the 
maximum distance for target engage- 
ment will be 400 yards. 

To ensure that all competitors have 
a fair and equal opportunity to win, 
Sergeant Charles “Chuck” Mawhinney, 
USMC (ret.) will be the Chief Judge of 
the competition. Mawhinney is in the 
pantheon of great military snipers, and 
is credited with over 100 kills during 
the 19 months he served in Vietnam as 
a sniper. 

The highest-ranking overall team 
will win the Grand Prize of $10,000. 
The second and third place teams will 
receive awards of $1,000 and $500, 
respectively. The top five overall teams 
will receive plaques, and the top five 
teams in each of the six events will 
receive awards. 

Unlike other so-called sniping com- 
petitions, the World Sniper Champi- 
onship™ is not merely a contest of 


marksmanship skill, but of true sniping 
ability. Competitors should expect to be 
challenged and should prepare accord- 
ingly. Indeed, if Operational Tactics 
Police Sniper courses are indicative of 
the competition, competitors will be 
required to carry with them at all times, 
all equipment with which they deploy; 
competitors can expect significant 
stress; competitors can expect the 
unexpected. Speaking as a graduate of 
the Operational Tactics Winter Sniper 
School, I am certain that each course 
of fire will be very physically and 
mentally demanding. But then, so is 
any call-out or deployment. 

As mentioned previously, the Ben 
Avery Shooting Facility, 4044 W. 
Black Canyon Boulevard, Phoenix, 
Arizona 85027, is the site of the World 
Sniper Championship™. Located in 
the Sonoran desert, north of Phoenix, 
the facility is State-owned and is ad- 
ministered by the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department. The facility is very 


ae 
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modern, complete shooting facility 
with a 54 point covered main range; 
16 specialty rifle and pistol ranges; 
5 field archery ranges; a 99 site 
improved campground; and conference 
and training buildings. 

Competitors, vendors, and visitors 
may reach the Ben Avery Shooting 
Facility by traveling North on I-17, 
exiting at the Carefree Highway Exit. 
Turn left, going west, onto the Carefree 
Highway. The range is approximately .5 
miles west of the I-17 Freeway with the 
entrance on the right, or north, side of 
the road. 

Interested competitors, vendors and 
sponsors should contact Operational 
Tactics for further information. The 
business address is PO. Box 7525, 
Gaithersburg, MD, 20898. The tele- 
phone number for Operational Tactics 
is (301) 996-SWAT (7928). Or, check 
out Operational Tactics’ website at 
Wwww.operationaltactics.org. g 
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BY BRIAN K. SAIN 


The month of October usually calls 
for cooler temperatures as fall arrives. 
However, October in the piney woods of 
Southeast Texas (while cooler than sum- 
mer) is still very hot and 90-100% 
humid. The Blackwater Lodge trained, 
Tactical EMS officers on hand gave a 
simple, sober warning to start the day: 
“Fluids, drink ‘em or we'll put ‘em in 
ya.” That was warning enough to all 
the attendants of the FBI Advanced 
Observer/Sniper Course held at the 
FBI/Conroe, Texas PD Firearms Training 
Facility October 10-15, 1999. 

Conroe, Texas is approximately 45 
minutes north of Houston proper on 
1-45. The Firearms Training Facility 
there is state of the art and handles all 
firearm training needs for the Houston 
area FBI offices, as well as the Conroe 
Texas PD and other municipal police 
departments. As one would expect from 
a federal facility, the range offers large 
classrooms, shower facilities, a two 
hundred yard rifle deck, 50 yard pistol 
range complete with moving targets, 
a state of the art range control house, 
a two-story cinderblock Simunitions 
house and a separate live fire shoot 
house. Future improvements include 
rappelling/shooting tower. 

All officers present had already 
attended and successfully graduated 
from a Basic FBI Observer/Sniper class. 
This class is mandatory training for all 
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FBI Observer/Snipers attached to FBI 
SWAT Teams. The class is also offered 
to State and Municipal Police Depart- 
ments as well as the Military. Bureau 
S.O.P. is such that each Observer/Sniper 
Team is composed of two fully trained 
snipers. This allows one man to rest 
while the other is on his rifle, should one 
of the two be called to take a shot. 

The instructors are all FBI qualified 
Firearms Instructors and/or duty slotted 
Observer/Snipers themselves. They are 
knowledgeable “been there, done it too, 
feel your pain, don’t complain, you 
asked to be here” kind of guys and will 
don their own ghillie suits and get in the 
mud right beside you. 

The instructors made no bones about 
the physical demands of the course we 
were about to undergo. Indeed, the invi- 
tation mailed to various departments 
statewide advised that the course was 
designed for operational snipers in good 
physical condition. Officers not passing 
the pre-requisite PT course or Basic O/S 
Q course would be sent home. The 
requirement for a ghillie suit was also a 
clue of things to come. Roughly sixteen 
officers originally signed up. Six showed 
up ready to shoot. Officers came from as 
far away as Abilene, Texas and Virginia. 

The material covered at the Advanced 
school is really nothing new to anyone 
who has been in the sniping game 
for any length of time; however the 


Advanced class itself is a relatively 
new course for the FBI field offices 
to teach. The material covered is above 
and beyond what is taught at the Basic 
Course. The Advanced Course involves 
extensive stalking and land navigation 
techniques, hide construction (urban and 
rural), stress shooting, glass and inter- 
mediate barrier shooting, moving targets 
and long distance shooting. The long 
distance shooting and land navigation 
portions were held on the Prehoda 
Ranch in Huntsville, Texas. 

Reed Prehoda is the Constable for 
Precinct 2, Walker County, Texas. Reed 
offered the use of his land (many, many 
acres) and ranch house accommodations 
for the benefit of the class. Besides 
being a peace officer and shooter him- 
self, Reed is a first class guy. 


DAY 1 SUNDAY 1200 hrs. 


Officers arrived at the range in Conroe 
on Sunday at noon. Upon completing 
the normal administrative sign up, etc., 
officers gathered for the PT test portion of 
the class. As there were only six students 
in the class, this didn’t take long. The 
course simulated the minimum physical 
exertion any SWAT Sniper may have 
to accomplish on any given callout. 
All officers were experienced SWAT 
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Precision Shooting is pleased to 
announce the availability of 
a new classic... 


by Steve Hanson 


An 8'2x11" size, 279 page, 275 photo book, 
two years in the preparation, by a writer who eats, drinks, and sleeps varmint hunting, and varmint rifles. 
Here's a quick look at the book's chapters, and a bit of amplification on a few of them... 


1.) Do You Really Need a Battery of Rifles? (Editor: The answers are yes-no-and-maybe. 
Show your spouse the answer page that best fits your current situation.) 


2.) What Is Your Style? - and - What Do You Hunt? 

3.) Coyote Rifles, Equipment and Techniques. (Guest authored by an authority in the field, Mike Johnson.) 
4.) Customizing and Modifying Factory Varmint Rifles. 

5.) The Custom Rifle. 


6.) Handloading, Bullets and Testing (with substantial input from Dick Wright on Molycoating for 
varmint hunters.) 


7.) Low Noise and Short Range Shooting. (Editor: starts with pellet guns, then covers the .22 WMR, .22 Hornet, 
K-Hornet, .218 Bee, .221 Fireball, .17 CCM, .17-221 Fireball, .17 Mach IV.) 


8.) Medium Range Shooting. (Editor: Starts with the .17 Remington, .222 Remington, .223 Remington, .222 
Remington Magnum, .223 Remington 40° Improved, .222 Remington Magnum 40° Improved, .22 PPC, .22 
Remington BR, .225 Winchester, .22-250 Remington.) 


9.) Long Range Shooting. (Editor: Starts with .17 BR-VLD, .220 Swift, .22-250 40° 
Improved, .220 Weatherby Rocket, 6mm Remington, .243 Winchester, 250 
Savage,.250 Savage 40° Improved, 7mm-08 Remington.) 


10. 


Extra Long Range Shooting. (Editor: Starts with the extensive coverage of 
6mm-284, then .22-6mm Remington, 6mm Remington 40° Improved, 
6.5-284 Winchester.) 


11.) Ultra Long Range Shooting. (Editor: Starts with the 6.5-06 40° Improved, 
7mm STW, .338-416 Rigby 35° Improved.) 


12.) Optics. ‘ 
13.) Auxiliary Equipment. 
14.) Are You in a Slump, or Is Your Rifle Sick? 
15.) Any Conclusions?/Odds and Ends. 
Appendix 
The author moves (easily) through the worlds of custom actions, match grade barrels, two ounce triggers, 
i ee ~— synthetic stocks, rangefinders and accuracy gunsmiths. The book is December, 1999 


Precision Shooting photocopied four bb 
look” at the book. He seems to have liked wh 


ers, and sent them to one of our retailers, as an “advance 
»,His 100 book order was received 48 hours later 


ORDER NOW: @ $37.95, plus shipping and handling. Shipping is $3.50 for the first book, $5.00 for multiple books - 
US. Foreign orders (including Canada) will be charged actual shipping costs, plus $1.00 handling. 

Order from: Precision Shooting, 222 McKee Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Phone (860) 645-8776, fax (860) 643-8215. 
Visa/Master Card orders accepted without surcharge. CT residents add 6% sales tax. NY residents add 4% sales tax. 
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The FBI Advanced 
Observer /Sniper Course 
Continued from page 50 


officers from their respective depart- 
ments and included two officers from the 
Port Arthur (Texas) Police Department, 
two officers from the Abilene (Texas) 
Police Department, one officer from the 
Conroe (Texas) Police Department and a 
Military Police officer with the U.S.A.F. 

Officers were required to successfully 
complete at least two dead hang chin-ups 
with a 25-lb. weight attached to them. 
This was a pass/fail exercise. All passed 
easily. 

The officers then had to run an 800 
yard course interspersed with a 50 yard 
body drag (your partner’s body), negoti- 
ating a series of nine road cones twice 
(the second time through, the officer’s 
chest had to touch the ground at each 
cone in some manner, didn’t matter 
how). All this had to be done in less than 
4 and a half minutes. Most finished near 
the four minute mark. 

Next, starting from a prone position, 
the officers had to run a 40-yard sprint 
carrying a Remington 870 shotgun and 
wearing tactical body armor in less than 
eight seconds. Most finished somewhere 
around six. 

Everyone successfully completed the 
PT portion. The rest of day one was 
comprised of a synoptic overview of 
land navigation and compass terms, map 
reading tools and map nomenclature. 


DAY 2 MONDAY 0700 hrs. 


Officers met on the rifle deck for 
the Basic Observer/Sniper Qualification 
Course. This was a pass/fail exercise. 
Failure to pass this exercise would mean 
dismissal from the advanced course. 

Stage one: The officer starts the 
course standing behind an unloaded 
rifle, bolt open, on safe. Upon command, 
the officer must drop to prone, load his 
weapon and fire one round in one minute 
or under. The shot must land in a 1!/2" x 
23/4" rectangle on a life-size human face 
target. If the cold bore shot is missed, 
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the shooter may not continue and fails 
the Q-course. He is given one chance 
to make adjustments to his zero and 
attempt the course again for his second 
attempt at qualifying. If this cold bore 
fails he is done. If the cold bore shot is 
made the shooter continues. 

Stage two: The officer again starts 
standing behind his rifle, unloaded, bolt 
open, on safety. The shooter then drops 
to prone, loads and fires two shots at a 
half-sized target of the human face in 
two minutes or under. The shots must 
land in a 1!/4" x 27/4" rectangle. 

Stage three: The officer (carrying his 
sand bag if used) must run two minutes 
out from his firing position and two min- 
utes back. He stands behind his rifle, 
running in place until all shooters are on 
line and upon command must drop to 
prone, load his rifle and fire three rounds 
in the target zone of the larger face target, 
within one minute ten seconds. 

Stage four: The officer stands behind 
his rifle, unloaded, bolt open, on safe. 
The officer must then drop to prone, load 
and fire four rounds into a 23/s" diameter 
circle in under two minutes. 

The officer is allowed to miss one shot 
throughout the course of fire as long as 
that one shot is not a cold bore shot. All 
shots are taken prone at 100 yards. The 
above took less than an hour to complete 
and all officers passed this portion. We 
checked our 200 yard zeros before leav- 
ing the range. Whereas the Basic O/S 
class and Q course are designed primarily 
for teaching just that: basic sniper skills, 
the advanced course is real world and it 
involved many aspects of the tactical 
sniper’s repertoire other than shooting. 

The officers then met in the classroom 
and were instructed on the construction 
of urban hides. 

We broke into two groups and built 
a couple of them in the realistic 
Simunitions house. We then viewed 
them from the outside to see what they 
would look like from a bad guy’s 
perspective. 

The next drill was known as a 5/60 
drill. We were told to gather up our rifles 
and five rounds of ammunition each. We 
were directed to the 50-yard pistol range 


and were set out at various unknown 
distances out to 100 yards. We were 
placed in positions that would likely be 
found on any given callout (uncomfort- 
able). One officer was placed leaning 
over the hood of a truck. Others were 
placed on their knees (on concrete), 
shooting over or around obstacles, etc. 
The instructors gave each of us a differ- 
ent photograph of a bad guy. We were 
told he or she had killed hostages and 
that we were to neutralize that subject at 
the first available opportunity. 

The target would appear five times, 
for approximately three seconds each 
time, in 60 minutes, at intervals known 
only to the instructor. We were to iden- 
tify and engage our target each time he 
appeared before he could disappear, thus 
the name 5/60 drill. The targets appeared 
at different times for each of the six 
snipers on standby. All did reasonably 
well, despite the leg cramps. 

Officers then broke into three groups 
of two men each. Ten shooting positions 
were set up at various places across the 
range. Six targets were set up at approx- 
imately 75-100 yards and numbered one 
through six. Each man was assigned a 
target. The targets consisted only of the 
eyes, bridge of nose and nose itself of a 
human face. No other facial features 
were visible, just the “T”. The positions 
involved left- and right-hand shooting 
from first and second story windows and 
doors, over vehicles, barricade shooting 
from the kneeling position, simulated 
roof top shots, etc. The course was timed 
and the officer had to literally sprint 
from target to target to finish in time. 
The faster shooters gave their ammo and 
sandbags to their partner. They would 
sprint to their targets with their bolts 
open. The partner would place the 
shooter’s sandbags and drop a round 
in the rifle. 

The Sniper then slammed his bolt, 
made his shot, yanked the bolt and 
sprinted to the next target (usually 
thirty to fifty yards apart). The Sniper 
continued like this until all ten shots 
were made. Then the shooters and 
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spotters swapped positions and we ran it 
again. To complicate things, each team 
was released at one-minute intervals but 
had to shoot from all the same positions, 
in the same order. This meant that the 
slower guys held up the faster guys and 
that all had to watch for each other as 
they ran upstairs, through buildings, 
etc. to avoid a collision. Safe weapons 
handling was stressed as always before 
they turned us loose. The shots were 
better placed than expected although 
some did not finish in time. It was 
surely a trade off — time for accuracy. 
A technique was taught whereas the 
sniper, upon reaching his target after an 
all-out sprint, would violently force all 
the air from his lungs and break his 
shot at the pause. It worked great. This 
exercise was FUN!!! But mercy, did it 
hurt afterwards. All this before lunch. 
After lunch, we traveled to Reed 
Prehoda’s Ranch in Huntsville, TX 
(another hour north of Conroe). Prize 
winning, registered, Angus cattle cover 
the place. We were told in no uncertain 
terms that if one died from a .308 
round, it would be a really bad thing. 
Reed is a big man. He shoots as well as 
we do and really loves his cattle. All 
officers confirmed their 250, 300, 350 
and 400 yard zeros in a 12-16 mph, full 
value, cross wind making damned sure 
of our backstops. By the time we logged 
the data in our books, it was getting 
to be five in the afternoon. We broke 
out our ghillie suits for a critique and 
improvement upon them if necessary. 
We would need them in the days to come. 
As we looked our ghillies over, I took 
notice of the weapons and gear brought 
by the officers. All rifles were .308 
Remington 700s either in PSS or 
Varmint configuration. I was glad to see 
that all had been painted grass green save 
the Conroe guy’s whose was painted 
in an urban camo scheme. The Conroe 
officer’s rifle was built by ex-Houston 
PD Sniper Glen Thyssen (pronounced 
Tyson). This one had a Hart barrel, 
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McMillan stock and Jewell trigger. All 
had synthetic stocks save one older rifle 
which was wooden stocked but had been 
bedded and floated. All wore Leupold 
Vari-X III variable power scopes save my 
lone MK 4-M1 10X. At least two scopes 
had mil-dot reticles. I did not see a rifle 
that would not shoot !/:—/s" minute if 
the shooter could hold it-Everyone 
was shooting Federal 308M ammuni- 
tion. There was a variety of Blackhawk 
and Eagle Industries nylon gear of all 
types. The stuff is highly functional 
and tough. Great gear! Thank God for 
the man that invented a Camelback. 
Everyone had them and they would later 
prove to be lifesavers when worn under a 
ghillie suit for hours on end. My new 
Liqua Pak III served me well. I had all 
my needed gear inside. I rolled up and 
strapped my ghillie to the bottom of it. 
At any given time, all I had to do was 
grab my rifle, pack and go. 
This ended day two. No dead cows. 


DAY 3 TUESDAY 0700 hrs. 


We started the day with instruction on 
building rural hides. We ghillied up, 
were partnered up in pairs and then were 
led to a wood line opposite the camp 
house where we were staying. We were 
given one hour to complete a rural hide 
that gave a view of the target (ranch) 
house that was invisible from the field 
opposite and would still allow us to take 
a shot. It was also the regular training 
day for the Houston office FBI SWAT 
Snipers. 

These guys had already been through 
this class earlier in the year. They were 
enlisted to help look for us. We did well, 
but those boys were tough to hide from. 
We critiqued this exercise on what could 
have been done better and moved on. 

Next, we traveled to a remote section 
of forest. We were explained the ins and 
outs of pace count, azimuths and the 
like. We were given compasses and 
several sets of coordinates that covered 
the entire landscape and were directed 
to locate various points marked with 
surveyor tape. We were then partnered 
up again and sent out on an exercise that 
put this knowledge into action. It lasted 


three hours. The ex-military guys shined 
in this section. Fortunately, one of them 
was my partner. We ate lunch (MREs 
and Vienna sausage) and prepared for 
a stalk utilizing our ghillies. We were 
broken into two groups of three. The gist 
was to have three snipers out at approxi- 
mately one hundred yards, and stalk as 
close as possible without being seen. 
The terrain was forest that had once 
been burned, with chest high grass and 
yellow flowers covering the ground. The 
instructors and other three Snipers would 
be glassing for them. This exercise was 
set up for failure with a time constraint 
so that target indicators could be 
observed by the non-stalking half of the 
class. This worked fine for the first half 
but the second half was cheated out of 
the lesson. The second group gave off no 
target indicators at all! 

Lesson: Do not put brightly colored 
flowers in your ghillie suit. (Unless the 
rest of the flowers around you are moving 
too, you’re toast.) 

By this time it was seven p.m. We 
returned to camp and critiqued the stalk. 
Long day. 


DAY 4 WEDNESDAY 0700 hrs. 


We were again transported to the 
same remote forest sight where the pace 
count course was taught. We ghillied up 
and were issued five blank 7.62 rounds 
each. The instructors and medics were 
standing on a ridge line above us about 
three hundred yards or so distant. They 
were standing in the beds of four-wheel 
drive vehicles. Each man was equipped 
with binoculars and not facing us. We 
were given thirty seconds to spread out 
and find a place to hide. The instruc- 
tor/bad guys were then instructed to turn 
around and try to spot our positions. 

We were directed to stalk within 
approximately one hundred yards and 
take a shot at one of them. We had to 
remain in position, chamber another 
round and describe the man we had fired 
upon. If the sniper was not seen before or 
after the shot, a walker with a portable 
radio walked to within 15 feet of the 
sniper. If the sniper could still not be 
located, he was to take another shot. If 


he was not located at this point, he was 
really on his game. Everyone got busted 
at least once. Once a man was found, he 
was immediately critiqued and allowed 
to move to another position without the 
instructors watching. He continued on 
for his next shot until he fired all of his 
blanks. 

The biggest target indicators given 
off were the dark, black holes objective 
lenses make and muzzle blasts moving 
grass (black boots and black rifles will 
get you shot too). We had trained snipers 
looking for us and they knew what to 
look for. 

The “average bad guy” (whatever 
that is) would have never known we 
were there until it was too late but then 
again, you never know what the bad guy 
knows. This was a four-hour, ghillied 
stalk in the sun. We went to the camp 
house for a one-hour lunch. 

Lesson: Don’t shoot the medics. 


1300 hrs. 


We were ghillied up again after 
lunch. We were directed to work with 
the FBI Tactical Operations Center 
(TOC) on a land navigation exercise 
to different points involving unknown 
distance shooting at each station. This 
exercise was designed to test us, as 
well as the TOC Telecommunications 
Officers who had to keep track of six 
individual snipers, on multiple treks, 
with a different set of co-ordinates for 
each trek, and differing rules of engage- 
ment for each man. We were each to be 
individually directed to various points 
by being given co-ordinates to pre- 
designated locations via portable radios. 
We each had to request and shoot an 
azimuth from one point to another until 
each firing point was reached. Once we 
reached a firing point, we had to stalk 
into position and report what we saw. 
We were then directed to fire at targets 
we identified or just observe and report 
if for some reason a shot could not 
be taken. Each officer had four shots to 
take with approximately six navigation 
points in between. This was tough. The 
instructors admitted to having miscalcu- 
lated the time and effort required to 


complete the course. We all completed 
the course and I guess we earned a little 
respect from our peers in doing so. This 
exercise took five hours to complete. We 
were damned tired but the day was just 
getting started. 


1800 hrs. 


We went back to the camp house 
and planned for the next operation. We 
designated a Team leader for the next 
operation. The USAF man was our guy 
and he was briefed on a target we were 
to set up on and observe. The target was 
a supposed “terrorist hold up”, with 
numerous bad guys in and around. The 
bad guys had patrols out and we were 
told we could expect to be looked for 
throughout the operation. We must avoid 
being compromised or risk aborting the 
mission. The house, co-ordinates, and 
suspect descriptions were all given out. 
We were to deploy as a six-man unit 
through the night, to the location (over a 
mile cross-country), recon the perimeter 
and set up 360-degree surveillance in 
three, two-man teams. We were to be in 
position one hour before sunrise where 
we could observe the target location. A 
fictitious assault element was to take the 
terrorists down at a time deemed neces- 
sary based on our observations. The FBI 
snipers were conducting a similar op 


simultaneously on a different location. 
This was to simulate two simultaneous 
takedowns of two separate terrorist 
groups. All teams were to report through 
the FBI Tactical Ops Center (TOC) 
located at the Ranch, miles away. This 
operation would utilize all the skills we 
had practiced except the actual shooting 
of a rifle. 


2000 hrs. 


We went over the plan as a group and 
most grabbed about two hours sleep 
apiece. The team leader and I grabbed 
about thirty minute’s sleep and conducted 
a scout of the area we were to be operat- 
ing in. 


2200 hrs. 


We were dropped off by vehicle at 
our drop off point and headed out navi- 
gating at night. The night was clear and 
we could see the stars well. One of the 
Abilene guys was an astronomy buff. It 
was pretty fascinating the way he knew 
his way around the heavens. This helped 
us keep our bearings. We located our 
objective and all teams were in place by 
0400 the following morning. Nothing to 
do now but wait. 


Continued on next page 


FBI SA Giles Arceneaux (white T-shirt, blue jeans). 


April 2000 - Tactical Shooter 55 


The FBI Advanced Observer / 
Sniper Course continued 


DAY 5 THURSDAY 0400 hrs. 


My partner and I were in position approximately 250 yards 
out from the target house. We had donned our ghillie suits 
earlier in the night. The following morning found us covered 
with dew amongst a herd of cows who thought us curious, as a 
couple of them cautiously walked right up within a few feet to 
have a sniff of us. They knew something was there they just 
didn’t know what it was. (Luckily, they weren’t so obvious that 
they gave our position away). 


0700 hrs. 


We had the sun at our backs like the astute little snipers we 
were when the bad guys arrived. As luck would have it, almost 
all the activity was on our side of the house and we kept the TOC 
busy with reports on the usual police sniper stuff, suspect and 
vehicle descriptions, license plates, suspect movements, etc. 

The “bad guys” reported that they could not see any snipers 
at all and we were then asked to stand and give our positions. 
We all did so and the mock mission was deemed a success. We 
all met back at the ranch house for a critique of the exercise and 
the best breakfast I’ve had in years cooked by Glen Thyssen. 
We had been in our ghillie suits and face paint off and on for 22 
or so hours. Fun stuff. We were allowed the rest of the day to 
pack our gear and travel back to Conroe and get some sleep. 
The following day would conclude the school. 

Lesson: Don’t forget to take off your face paint before 
checking back into the hotel. 


DAY 6 FRIDAY 0700 hrs. 


We met at the rifle deck. We completely fieldstripped the 
rifles, taking them out of their stocks. They had been humped 
through some seriously rough terrain for a solid week and were 
long overdue for a complete cleaning. 

We cleaned them, put them back together, re-torqued the 
action screws and re-zeroed for one hundred yards. We then met 
on the pistol range and shot moving targets. We tested two dif- 
ferent techniques. The first was what was deemed the “ambush” 
technique. (The term is not proper for courtroom testimony, but 
it was the best we could come up with for field use.) This tech- 
nique requires the sniper to pick a point just ahead of the target. 
The sniper breaks his shot when the target reaches that point. 
The other technique, deemed the “tracking” technique, requires 
the sniper to do just that. He actually moves his rifle and tracks 
the target until he breaks his shot. The class was about split on 
which technique they liked best. We then put wooden frames 
with common window screen stretched across them in front of 
the rifles. We fired several rounds apiece at 50 yards. The point 
of impact did not deviate from the point of aim. 

Time constraints did not allow us to shoot through glass. 
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However, the agents had conducted a thorough, albeit non- 
scientific experiment beforehand. Paper targets were shot at, 
through various types of glass, using Federal 308M 168-gr. 
boattail Match ammo, as well as Federal’s Tactical offering. 
The targets the agents shot at were shown to us. Several things 
were apparent. The first being that, when shot through ordinary 
house window glass, the bullet’s actual point of impact did not 
deviate very much if any, from the intended point of aim in 
most cases. Secondly, if the target was close to the glass, one 
can expect secondary projectiles (glass shards) to perforate 
the area where the bullet exits, causing collateral damage to 
whatever is behind it (i.e., a hostage’s eyes). Lastly, the tactical 
ammunition manufactured by Federal Cartridge Company 
seemed to perform well as advertised and held together after 
exiting the glass. 

The instructors asked what they could have done better and 
what we would add or cut from the class for future classes. 
They were certainly not a condescending bunch and everyone 
had a great time. Then it was over. 

Many thanks to FBI Special Agents Giles Arceneaux, Sam 
Johnson and Tom Barton, Glen Thyssen (Houston PD, Ret.) 
and Constable Reed Prehoda. What a bunch of pros. 

This type of training is available, cost free to law enforce- 
ment in most cases, and is a viable option for “SWAT on a 
budget”. Tuition alone for high-speed sniper schools can cost 
upwards of $500 per man which is simply out of reach for most 
departments. My agency paid only for a room for two nights, 
meals and the ammunition we expended. Considering the 
knowledge my peers and I brought back to our agencies, I'd 
say those were tax dollars well spent. 


PRECISION SHOOTING 
WITH THE os GARAND 


by Roy Baumgardner 


high percentage of the Highpower shooters throughout the length and 

width of the land appear to be in love with the venerable M1 Garand these 
days. Why, in a sport where cutting-edge new developments are immediately 
in great demand... and hang the expense... why the retrogression to a rifle 
designed in the mid-1930s, and which since has been replaced in the US 
military by the M14, and that in turn has been replaced by the M16? 


Probably there are a number of factors in- 
volved in the uncanny popularity of the Vi 

M1 Garand today. First, of course, is the 

fact that they are widely available, both 

on the general firearms-for-sale scene, and 

also via the CMP at a discount price level. 

Second would probably be the fact that in 

today’s firearms climate, the M1 Garand sim- 

ply does not look particularly either alarm- 

ing or lethal...whereas some of the mili- 

tary weapons of the day, of the “Assault 

Rifle” genre, tend to cause widespread 

alarm among the citizenry even at a dis- 

tance, and hysteria when up close. Mil- 

- lions of our military became familiar with 

the Garand in the days of World War II, the 

Korean War, and for many years after in 

both the active armed forces and the Na- 

tional Guard...thus today there are thou- —S 
sands of individuals who can pick up a Garand with some dou 
of familiarity, as opposed to the empty feeling of facing a to- 
tally strange mechanical device. Since memories have a ten- 
dency to grow better with age...the reunion between long-ago 
Armed Forces types, and an M1 Garand, often takes on a re- 
union-with-an-old-friend scenario. And finally there is the brand 
new M1 Garand class (actually it’s a category for as-issued 
highpower rifles, but everyone calls it the M1 Garand class) 


ORDER NOW: @ $12.95, plus shipping and 
handling. Shipping is $3.50 for the first book, $5.00 
for multiple books - US. Foreign orders (including 
Canada) will be charged actual shipping costs, plus 
$1.00 handling. 


newly instigated by the NRA, who had taken 


fang note of the burgeoning usage of the Garand in 


highpower circles today. 


Today the M1 Garand still has a lot of admir- 
ers and enthusiasts as we head into a new Mil- 
lennium, with our 65 year old design rifle. Still, 
pretty is as pretty does, and there is a lot to be 
said, even today, for the combination of the 
United States’ Great Battle Rifle of the 20th 
century, and the ubiquitous .30-06 cartridge 
(about which the late Townsend Whelen re- 
marked “The .30-06 is never a mistake”). They 
call up the memories of days gone by, of a sim- 
pler, less frenetic world...and remind us of the 
motto of our friends at Imagine Art Studio, in 
Virginia... “Because some things are worth 
going back for.” 


Our newest book, Precision Shooting with the M1 Garand is a 
20 chapter, almost 150 page soft-cover book. It starts off with 
the ever popular ten-article series on accurizing the M1 by Roy 
Baumgardner which originally appeared in Precision Shooting in 
the 1993-1995 era (these back issues are long ago sold out, due 
in part to the popularity of this series of articles). There follows 
nine more Baumgardner authored articles on the M1 Garand, 
and finally a 1999 updating chapter. 


Order from: Precision Shooting, 222 McKee Street, 
Manchester, CT 06040. Phone (860) 645-8776, fax 
(860) 643-8215. Visa/Master Card orders accepted 
without surcharge. CT residents add 6% sales tax. 
NY residents add 4% sales tax. 
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The author at the shooting bench getting a workout from the .30 Rensi. 


BY ©MARC PALMER, 2000 


I began my acquaintance with exter- 
nal ballistics as a young pup, much the 
same as many of you with a BB gun. 
That arch of trajectory left me with a 
wish for something akin to a laser beam. 
Now I’m not a science fiction fan and 
must confess to a love for the smell of 
burning gunpowder, a fondness for the 
roar, and maybe even a twinge of the 
sadomasochist’s affinity for recoil. I 
doubt that a laser or particle beam 
weapon will ever do it for me and since 
man portable units are not “around the 
comer”, it’s probably not an issue. 
However, I have wished for laser beam 
type trajectory and wondered when 
somebody might deliver it in a .30 
caliber package. Realizing that 220 
Swift-like performance was probably 
the best I could hope for, I began to 
postulate on the possibility of a .30 
caliber gun shooting 168-gr. bullets at 
something close to 4000 fps. Since I 
was and am not a rabid reloader with a 
wish to create a new wildcat, this project 
was not going far without some interest 
by other parties. 

I began shooting the 338 Lapua in 
1989 before its commercialization. At 
the time, it was known in most quarters 
as the 338/416 Rigby. I thought the cas- 
ing looked like an ideal basis for a new 
30 caliber, but I lacked the time and 
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financial wherewithal to pursue the pro- 
ject. I told several people about my idea 
and at least one company that I had 
discussed the project with made an 
attempt at developing such a cartridge. 
Their effort did not pan out and I don’t 
think it is necessary to go into the 
specifics here. 

During the time I served as an 
instructor/gunsmith and then later 
NCOIC of the Special Operations Tar- 
get Interdiction Course (SOTIC) at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, I became well 
acquainted with Mr. Fred Martin at 
Remington Arms. Mr. Martin was the 
engineer at Remington who developed 
the Army’s M24. When the first rifles 
were fielded, I often had the opportuni- 
ty to speak with him about the M24 and 
of course “shoot the breeze”. Fred and 
I had talked at length on several occa- 
sions regarding the development of an 
advanced .30 caliber cartridge for sniper 
use. The Operational Requirements 
Document (ORD) that led to the M24 
had required that candidate rifles sub- 
mitted for evaluation be capable of an 
“upgrade” to a more potent cartridge at 
a later point in time should the Army 
determine that such a requirement exist- 
ed. Most of the people involved with 
the M24 expected the 300 Winchester 
magnum to be adopted for the upgrade, 
but a standard Mil-Spec cartridge was 
yet to be developed. The M24 upgrade 


and its cartridge were meant to be used 
for unusual circumstances and not 
intended to replace 7.62 NATO caliber 
weapons for general use. Some interest 
in the upgrade continues to this day but 
research conducted last year by Army 
ordnance has proven lack of viability 
for 300 Winchester Magnum military 
rifles. The moderate increase in ballis- 
tic performance is more than offset 
by increased signature, increased 
recoil, significantly decreased barrel 
life, and the introduction of a new line 
of cartridges (Ball, Armor piercing, 
and tracer) to the battlefield and sup- 
ply system. 

Getting back to the story at hand, I 
had pretty much forgotten about a 
30/416 Rigby until 1997 when Fred 
told me of his effort to rebate the 338 
Lapua case rim to fit in a standard mag- 
num bolt face and reduce the neck to .30 
caliber. This meant reducing the rim to 
0.532 from 0.586 inches and making 
the necessary changes to the extractor 
groove. The intent behind rebating of 
the rim was to preserve the Remington 
“Three Rings of Steel” breech and avoid 
cutting through the bolt face for instal- 
lation of a Sako-type extractor. This 
seemed like a great idea to me and I 
asked Fred when I could get one. 
Unfortunately, Fred was on the verge of 
retirement, firearms design research was 
being discontinued at the firearms plant 


in Ilion, New York, and finally, other 
Remington engineers at Elizabethtown, 
Kentucky were working on a .30 caliber 
based on the smaller 404 Jeffery. This 
cartridge has since been introduced as 
the 300 Remington Ultra Magnum. 

The concept and development of the 
338 Lapua based cartridge began in the 
early part of 1997. At the time, Mr. 
Michael Iten was the Director, Interna- 
tional Marketing at Remington Arms. 
Mike had heard of an Italian Army 
requirement for a new sniper rifle in 


338 Lapua and proposed that one be 
produced. Fred was given the go ahead 
to begin work on what became the Rem- 
ington SR8 (see Tactical Shooter, May 
1998) by Mr. Sam Rensi who was then 
Remington’s Vice President, Manufac- 
turing and Marketing. During this same 
frame, there occurred a renewed interest 
on the part of the U. S. Army for a longer 
range capability than provided by the 
M24 chambered in 7.62mm NATO and 
this led eventually to a demonstration of 
the SR8 at Aberdeen Proving Grounds. 


From left to right; 308 Win, 300 Win Mag, .30 Rensi, 338 Lapua, and the 416 Rigby. 
The 416 Rigby casing is the basis for both the 338 Lapua and the .30 Rensi. 


A standard Remington 700 Magnum bolt is on the right while one with an 
enlarged bolt face and Sako-type extractor is on the left. Having a limited supply 
of Rensi brass, the left bolt allowed the author to use necked-down 338 Lapua 
brass during load work. 


Since that demonstration, the interest 
in an “improved” M24 has apparently 
waned since an ORD has not been 
released for an upgrade. In creating the 
SR8, the M24 was converted to handle 
the larger 388 Lapua by the installation 
of a Sako type extractor. Fred was not 
happy with the required cut through the 
bolt nose since it compromised Rem- 
ington’s “Three Rings of Steel” breech. 
If a case ruptures in a Model 700 action, 
the Remington breech is designed to 
capture the escaping high-pressure 
gases. To do this, the 700 bolt nose is a 
close tolerance fit into the counterbore 
in the breech end of the barrel. Escaping 
high-pressure gases will obturate the 
bolt nose increasing its diameter until 
the expansion is halted by the counter- 
bore, thereby sealing the breech. When 
the Sako-type extractor is installed, a 
slot is cut through the bolt nose creating 
an escape route for expanding gases, 
thereby eliminating the safety feature. 
As for reliability, after a combined use 
of more than 46 years, the U. S. Army 
and Marine Corps have seen no need 
to convert their Remington rifles to use 
non-Remington extractors. Consider 
this carefully before you pay someone 
to change your extractor. 

Anyway, back to the story... Fred 
was unhappy with the Sako extractor 
installation and saw an easy fix (easy if 
you are an ammunition manufacturer!); 
all he had to do was rebate the rim of the 
Lapua case to fit into a magnum bolt face. 
The Lapua case has a relatively thick base 
and the rim is readily turned from 0.586 
to 0.530 inches in diameter. But, reduc- 
ing the rim diameter and extractor groove 
alone is not enough to make the larger 
casings work from the smaller bolt face, 
the angle of the extractor cut must be 
increased from 045° to 055°. The addi- 
tional clearance is required to allow the 
casing to seat down into the bolt face 
counterbore, otherwise the case may 
come into contact with the bolt nose 
preventing the bolt from closing. 

In the spring of 1997, Fred built a 
small number of SR8 rifles that were 


Continued on next page 
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The .30 Rensi continued 


used for research and the American and 
Italian army demonstrations. Unfortunate- 
ly, neither of the demonstrations led to 
sales contracts. Fred had fitted two bolts to 
each SR8 rifle, one for the standard Lapua 
case and one for the rebated rim case. 
Using the modified casings, handloads 
were assembled and tested that were able 
to fully duplicate the performance of the 
unmodified 338 Lapua cartridge. Within 
Remington’s Ilion manufacturing facility, 
the experimental cartridge was referred 
to as the 338 Rensi’s Rebated Rim (338 


RRR); outside of the plant, it was called 
the 338 Remington Rebated Rim. The 
reference to Mr. Rensi was in recognition 
of his support to the rifle and cartridge 
development. A .30 caliber version was 
also developed but never progressed 
beyond construction of one experimental 
rifle. 

Fred retired from Remington in 1998 
after working there for more than 30 
years. When he left, interest in the SR8, 
the 338 RRR, and the .30 caliber version 
died. Fortunately, unlike people, projects 
don’t have to stay dead. Fred and I 
decided to build a rifle for the .30 RRR 
now to be known as the .30 Rensi in 


The reduced rim of the .30 Rensi is obvious when compared to the 338 Lapua. 
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50 RENSI 


55.0000° 


honor of Mr. John Rensi. 

The rifle began life as a garden vari- 
ety Remington 700 in 300 Winchester 
Magnum purchased new for the express 
purpose of developing this project. 
Being on a strict budget, I sought the 
assistance of several firms who helped 
with parts to get it all together. The 
stainless steel 5R barrel is 24 inches long 
and rifled one turn in eleven point two 
inches (1:11.2.) A longer barrel would 
yield more impressive velocities but this 
project was built on a limited budget 
and the 24-inch tube was priced right. 
A friend of Fred’s, Mr. Jim Stekl 
[Editor: And a Benchrest Hall of Fame 
member.] installed the barrel using a 
JGS reamer to cut the chamber. 

I used an H-S Precision stock that 
features a spacer system to adjust the 
length of pull and a fore-end rail: My 
intent had always been to have a super 
.30 caliber in tactical rifle configuration. 
To me, this meant that the rifle would not 
exceed 15 pounds and would not have an 
excessively long barrel or oversize stock. 
Now a 15 pound rifle shooting this type 
of cartridge generates a good bit of recoil 
and in the field, this is not much of a 
problem; but training (or load develop- 
ment) is another matter and I was quite 
pleased that the stock had been fitted 
with a Decelerator( recoil pad. 

Richard Near of Near Manufacturing 
in Kindersley, Saskatchewan, Canada, 
provided a very nice one-piece Mil-Std 
1913 Picatinney rail base. Richard sent 
it to me “in the white” and I finished it 
with baking lacquer from Brownell’s. 
The base is machined from a high carbon 
content steel and has 25 minutes of ele- 
vation built in. Since I had intended this 
rifle for long-range use, the sloped base 
was a very welcome addition to the pro- 
ject and graciously donated by Mr. Near. 

I had called Ron Smith at Smith 
Enterprises as I began preparation for 
another article and somehow the conver- 
sation turned to this project. Mr. Smith 
expressed interest in the project and 
offered a set of his 30-millimeter rings to 
help get it going. Smith rings are very 
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MastTerING THE AR-15 


The AR-15 rifle is one of the most popular battle rifles ever developed. 
Lightweight, durable and extremely reliable. Champion shooter and 
master gunsmith Jim Clark of Clark Custom Guns joins Lenny Magill in 
showing you complete disassembly and reassembly procedures as 
well as basic and advanced shooting techniques. Grip, stance, 
trigger control, sight picture and four practical shooting positions. 
You'll learn how to load, unload, and shoot at 25 yards to 150 
yards with speed and accuracy. Plus, see the awesome firepower the 
AR-15 is capable of delivering, how to fieldstrip, clean and lubricate, 


self-defense shooting positions, and much more! 


(120 MINUTES) © ITEM #X0160 © $29.95 


Understanding 
Scopes & Ballistic 


—— 


This program is a wealth of information on 
how to choose and use optic scopes 
and how to understand the ballistics of 
ammunition. G. David Tubb is one of the 
most successful rifle shooters to ever live. 
He'll show you how to select rifle scopes, 
how to use a reloading manual, what 
effects the atmosphere and altitude play on 
your accuracy, what parallax is and how to 
work with it, and lots more! Knowledge is 
power, and this program gives you more 
than 30 years of shooting experience 
designed to help you better understand 
scopes and ballistics. 


(60) minutes ¢ ITEM #X0356 ¢ $19.95 


North Hollywood Shootout 


Wow...this is it. The best and only full 
rendition of this infamous bank 
robbery gone bad...the North 
Hollywood Shoot-Out. This tape 
shows the actual kill shot - scenes 
edited out of the 6:00 and 10:00 
PM TV news. You'll see how the 
police reacted instantly and 
effectively to ultimately overpower 
and kill these two crazy fools. Lot's to 
learn for everyone who watches this 
program. Over 300 rounds fired in 
this gun battle. 


(30) minutes ¢ ITEM #X0175 ° $19.95 


Sniper! Sniper! 


_ 


The Germans were the masters of 
snipercraft in World Wars | & Il. This 
authenic German training film 
shows you the skills required by a 
war time sniper: Marksmanship, 
camouflage, decoys, moving 
undetected, firing from multiple 
positions, spotting targets and 
much more. Original German 
language film in black & white but 
the pictures speak thousands of 
words. Great resource and viewing. 


SEIPLLE!S SMIPLELEI 


(60) minutes ¢ ITEM #RO009 * $19.95 


Visit Our Website At: 


Email: gunvideo@gunvideo.com 


(120) minutes ¢ ITEM #R0016¢ $29.95 


(800) 942-8273 


www.gunvideo.com 


Tel: (858) 569-4000 = Fax: (858) 569-0505 


Long Range Rifle 
Shooting Techniques 


It is vital that big game hunters improve their 
shooting skills because they usually have 
only one chance to make a shot. Tubb shares 
advanced shooting techniques that will 
greatly enhance your chances to be 
successful. You'll see a 500 yard shot using a 
tree stump as a rest and another 500 yard 


shot downhill using a rock as a rest. Plus, Tubb | 


shows improvised shooting positions, what 
makes a good hunting rifle, understanding 
your ammunition’s ballistics, how to sight 
in your scope, and how to work with your 
scope at different distances. You spend big 
money getting out to hunt, now learn how to 
make the shot once you are there! 


(83) minutes ¢ ITEM #X0172 ¢ $29.95 # 


Ultimate Sniper 


This video is the dramatic visual 
complement to Maj. John Plaster’ 
best selling book, The Ultimate 
Sniper. In this film, Major Plaster 
takes you into the woods, and 
onto the shooting range for 
dramatic lessons in fieldcraft, 
marksmanship and tactics. 
Major Plaster is acknowledged as 
the country’s premier authority on 
the subject of snipers for both 
police and military. 


Center X 


The MIA/M14 is a battle proven rifle 
that was first adopted into service in 
1957. If the rifle is properly maintained 
it will provide years of accurate & 
consistent shooting pleasure. This 
program shows complete, reliable 
maintenance & cleaning, and 
complete disassembly & reassembly 
Procedures. Hosted by Art Lupino, 
competitive shooter & gunsmith who 
has been building & servicing 
competition M1A/M14 rifles for more 
than 25 years. You'll find this program 
to be an extremely valuable reference. 


Highpower Rifle Competition 


Call Toll Free: (800) 942-8273 


World Class Instruction For 
All Shooters 


(800) 942-8273 


Visit Our Website At: 
www.gunvideo.com 


Tactical Sniper 
Shooting Techniques 


In this program Tubb details and 
describes the equipment needed to 
execute pinpoint accuracy at 50 to 
200 yards. You'll learn how to utilize 
ammunition and scopes and trigger 
control to be able to hit a quarter at 
50 yards. Tubb demonstrates a 
revolutionary sling technique and 
three different shooting positions. If 
you want to shoot with precision at 
realistic law enforcement distances, 
this program is an excellent resource 
and an exceptional training aid. 


(Two Tape Set) 


In this new video, G. David Tubb, one of the 
most successful competition rifle 
shooters to ever live, shows you 
the techniques that have 
propelled him to the top of 
the charts in the shooting 
world. Tubb uses an SR-25, a 
rifle similar in design and 
function to the AR-15, as 

he shoots and explains an 
entire course of fire. You'll 
learn all about his 
equipment, how he 
prepares, how he shoots 
the shot, what he sees 
when he is about to 

shoot, how he calls his 
shot, and how he adjusts 

to compensate for wind 
and other effects. Tubb 
covers all the basics, 
shooting positions, and 
advanced techniques, a 
great resource for those of 
you who want to be more 
accurate and more effective in me 
competition shooting. 


4 Hour - Two Tape Set * ITEM #X0355SET * $39.95 


Accuracy 


OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO: 


4585 Murphy Canyon Rd. 


Shipping & Handling 


| Tape...Add $6.50 
2 Tapes...Add $7.50 


I 

I 

I 

San Diego, California 92123 I 
I 

I 

3 Tapes...Add $8.50 I 


4 Tapes...Add $9.50 


! 
GunVivEo) 

I NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

I CITY: 

I STATE: 


ZIP: 5 Tapes...Add $12.00 


cr, a a i i fh 


April 2000 - Tactical Shooter 61 


The .30 Rensi 
Continued from page 60 


nicely machined and have a parkerized 
finish. A beautifully fit set of 1-inch 
inserts is provided with the rings. The 
inserts fit very precisely in the rings and 
are hardly noticeable when in place. For 
years, I have used Heckler & Koch 1- 
inch ring inserts with Leupold ULTRA 
or MARK 4 rings when I needed the 
reduced diameter. The H-K inserts work 
well but are not as attractive since the 
rings and inserts do not look like they 
were designed as a “system”. The rings 
mate perfectly to the NEAR base and 
hold a Leupold & Stevens MARK 4, 
M1, 16X securely in place. With this 
relatively light rifle, secure is an issue. 

Redding was contacted for the 
reloading dies. The .30 Rensi uses the 
parent 338 Lapua dimensions for shoul- 
der position and angle, besides the rim 
dimensions; only the neck diameter and 
neck length has changed. There has been 
talk for several years that Lapua would 
introduce a .30 caliber and I have a copy 
of a drawing dated 06 October 1989 for 
what was titled the “300 Lapua Mag”. 
Perhaps Lapua may introduce the car- 
tridge in the future, only time will tell. 
The included shoulder angle on 300 
Lapua is 49° 57' 09" versus 39° 59' 49" 
for the 338 Lapua and the .30 Rensi. 


Brass was prepared by making the 
aforementioned rim and extractor groove 
changes to the parent casing and trim- 
ming to 2.715 inches overall length after 
being necked down in the full-length sizer 
die. The overall length of the .30 Rensi 
loaded with a 175-grain MatchKing is 
3.567 inches or, in other terms, short 
enough to fit into a Remington 700 or 
Winchester 70 magazine. 

As I stated before, I am not a fanati- 
cal reloader and the prospect of develop- 
ing new data for a new cartridge was 
quite intimidating. Fortunately, I have 
been able to frequently query Mr. Rich 
Macholz at Sierra Bullets. He always 
gives good advice though I may not 
appreciate it, like the time he counseled 
me on the errors of my ways when I 
began load development with the light 
bullets and going up in weight vs. start- 
ing with heavy bullets and working 
down. Rich and Sierra have also been 
very generous in providing bullets for 
load testing that were not available local- 
ly. My primary interest for this cartridge 
is in shooting 168/175-gr. bullets but 
since the data for heavier bullets might 
be needed later, Rich convinced me I 
should begin testing with the heaviest 
bullet that would provide good accu- 
racy. Since the rifling pitch is relatively 
slow for a casing of these dimensions, I 
started with 200-grain MatchKings. The 
accompanying chart shows the results 


Smith Enterprises rings are nicely made and finished. Note the precisely fit 
1-inch ring reducer half in the disassembled ring on the right. The ring reducers 


are supplied with each set of rings. 
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of test firing to date. The data is incom- 
plete because I have run out of 200-grain 
bullets and am waiting for more. When I 
do, I will continue the data for the 200 
grainer with RL22, IMR 7828, H1000, 
and RAMSHOT Big Boy. RAMSHOT 
Big Boy from Western Powders is a joy 
to use and since it is a ball propellant, it 
flows through the measure like water. 
My sources tell me that it works excep- 
tionally well with heavy bullets. Again, 
my primary interest is in the 168- and 
175-grain bullets and I am very pleased 
at this point with the combination of 
RAMSHOT Big Boy and Sierra’s 175- 
grain MatchKings. At 105 grains of 
powder, I have hit the limit with an aver- 
age velocity of 3501 fps and an extreme 
spread of 04 fps. OK, Lazzeroni claims 
3508 fps with a 180-grain bullet, but 
I’m using a 24-inch barrel, not some- 
thing long and awkward and I’ve not 
yet completed my load development. 
Hopefully, I will be able to get a bit more 
out of the 175s with H1000. As can be 
seen from the chart, I have a long way 
to go in developing this cartridge to its 
capabilities although it is obvious they 
are there. 

From the outset of shooting, I have 
been very pleased with the rifle’s accura- 
cy. Because I have been more concerned 
with velocity than anything else and - 
my supply of bullets had been limi- 
ted (rectified yesterday), I have been 
shooting three-round groups. While 
three-round groups are not a measure of 
accuracy, the performance I am seeing 
with ammunition that has not been 
fine-tuned speaks highly of the rifle 
and cartridge’s potential. 


The Rifle: 


Remington 700 Action 

Remington Trigger 

24-inch, 416R Stainless Steel 5R barrel 
H-S Precision Tactical stock with spacers 
NEAR Mfg. scope base 

Smith Enterprises Rings 

Leupold & Stevens MARK 4, 16X 


O 


Sources 


Near Manufacturing 
P.O. Box 483 Kindersley 
SK Canada 

SOL 1SO 

Ph: (306) 463-9777 
Fax: (306) 463-3484 


Smith Enterprises 

1701 West 10 Street, Ste. 14 
Tempe, AZ 85281 

Ph: (602) 964-1818 
www.smithenterprise.com 


Sierra Bullets 

P.O. Box 818 

1400 West Henry Street 
Sedalia, MO 65301 

Ph: (800) 223-8799 


Western Powders (RAMSHOT) 
P.O. Box 158 

Yellowstone Hill 

Miles City, MT 59301 

Ph: (800) 497-1007 
www.ramshot.com 


Brownell’s, Inc. 

200 South Front Street 
Montezuma, IA 50171-1000 
Ph: 515-623-4000 


Remington Arms Co. Inc. 
P. O. Box 700 

Madison, NC 27025-0700 
Ph: 800-243-9700 


Federal Cartridge Co. 
900 Ehlen Drive 

Anoka, MN 55303-7503 
Ph: 612-323-2300 


Leupold & Stevens 

14400 NW Greenbriar Parkway 
Beaverton, OR 97006 

Ph: 503-526-5195 


Redding Reloading Equipment 
1089 Starr Road, 

Cortland, NY 13045 

Ph: 607-753-3331 

fax: 607-756-8445 


30 Rensi Load Development 
Charge Avg.Vel. Group Rounds 
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200 Gr 2821 | | 3 Persue Data 


vnc A A e 


ell 
aes eae 


3 


| 3 
| | 2 | 2801 | osq2 | 3 | 


ae ee ee a ee 
et ee ee ees 
| | 85 | 3019 | 0.763 | 3 Istiffboin 
| | 86 | 3054 | tt Shot, Case stuck 
a A] EE NS a Fey, 
es ee 
| | 86 | 2851 
ee ee 
| | | 2972 | 


Total Rounds 44 


30 Rensi Load Development 
Charge Avg.Vel. Group Rounds 
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30 Rensi Load Development 
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The .30 Rensi Continued 


30 Rensi Load Development 


Charge Avg.Vel. Group Rounds 
Bullet Powder — weight in fps Size Fired 
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AT1-C24 
rmament 
echnology 


Shown with Leupold 3.5-10x 
MS3LR scope 


The Armament Technology AT1-M24 and AT1-C24 rifle systems represent 
the most current technological advances applied to a time-tested tactical 
rifle platform. Specifically developed to meet requirements of modern 
defense and peacekeeping forces, the AT1-M24 and C-24 combine 
northern climate ruggedness with true match grade precision and accuracy. 
AT’s own spacer adjustable 


Armament Technology Tactical Rifles and Sniper Weapons Systems are length of pull system 


assembled in Canada under stringent quality control standards. They have 
enjoyed a long heritage of international success in service with elite 
tactical forces and competitive marksmen. 


These fine rifles are available in the US solely through Storm Mountain 
Training Center. Serious inquiries may be directed to: 


Storm Mountain Training Center, Rt. 1, Box 60, Elk Garden, WV 26716 Specially enhanced tactical action 
Tel (304) 446-5526 Website www.stormmountain.com 4 or 10 round detachable magazine 


S , escanas 


Sniper. The term has all too often applied to anyone with a gun on a rooftop. In the real world of tactical response, nothing 
could be farther from the truth. A sniper is the ultimate combination of discipline, cunning, precision and stealth. In the 
sniper’s world, matters of life and death hang on the single squeeze of a trigger. Until now, advanced training in the latest 
in modern sniping tactics has been limited to elite Armed Forces and Law Enforcement units. Storm Mountain Training Center 
proudly offers a comprehensive suite of classes designed for the civilian long-range marksman as well as those aspiring to a 
career in this demanding profession. This is your shot at training with the very best... don’t miss it! 


Storm Mountain Training Center 
Route 1 Box 60 

Elk Garden, WV 26717 

tel (304) 446-5526 

www.sformmountain.com 
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Bennie Cooley 


“Those who can’t, teach.” So goes an 
old, well-known saying. It was most 
obviously coined by someone who had 
never met and trained under world-class 
weapons and tactics instructor Bennie 
Cooley, who brought his Tactical Urban 
Rifle Instructor Course to Houston, 
Texas on December 10-12, 1999. 


The Instructor 

Bennie Cooley owns Crisis Resolu- 
tion Training Consultants, Inc., or 
“CRTC”. Bennie is affable, articulate, 
humorous, and most of all, intense. He 
is a respected instructor who displays 
a keen interest in the progress of his 
students. Bennie is also an operator. He 
is employed as a member of the Special 
Operations Division located at the 
Department of Energy in Idaho. Bennie 
has over 16 years of experience in 
Counter-Terrorism and SWAT training. 
He has cross-trained with various 
agencies, including the FBI, specialized 
military units, and state and municipal 
law enforcement. Bennie served on the 
Board of Directors for the Mountain 
States Tactical Officers Association, 
and received their Excellence Award 
as a result of his performances at the 
1991 and 1992 National SWAT Team 
Championships in Gainesville, Georgia. 

While Bennie is recognized for his 
ability to teach Combat Shooting and 
Hostage Rescue Operations, he can also 
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perform on demand. Bennie is a three- 
time Soldier of Fortune 3-Gun World 
Champion, as well as the 1996 USPA 
3-Gun Limited Nationals Champion. 
Bennie has won over 25 major shooting 
competitions during his shooting career. 
When it comes to skills and tactics, 
Bennie has what it takes to dominate in 
a hostile environment. Where Bennie 
really excels is his extreme emphasis on 
what he calls “The Fighting Mindset’. 
Much more on this later. 


Course Objectives 

The Urban Tactical Rifle Instructors 
Course was held at the Pasadena, Texas 
Police Department Range just south of 
Houston. This class was designed to 
enhance and broaden the skills of 
police and firearm instructors with the 
AR-15 type rifle. In Bennie’s opinion, 
the .223 round combined with the 
superior ergonomics of the AR-15 type 
platform is one of the best tools avail- 
able for urban combat. The .223 round 
itself, most especially in the form of 
the Hornady TAP ammunition, offers 
excellent stopping power inside of 
200 yards without being plagued by 
excessive penetration. Its inoffensive, 
low recoil permits rapid follow-up 
shots. Virtually any .223 round is 
capable of penetrating conventional 
soft-body armor. The AR-15 rifle prob- 
ably represents the peak of battle rifle 


development today. All of the controls 
are in the right place, and most AR-15 
rifles are very reliable and capable of 
good-to-excellent accuracy. Students 
were taught the most practical methods 
for deploying the tactical rifle. Covered 
in detail were Close Quarters Battle, tac- 
tical team movement, urban movement, 
immediate action drills and preferred 
rifle disarming techniques. 


The Fighting Mindset 

As discussed earlier in this article, 
Bennie focuses on developing and 
maintaining a very aggressive mindset. 
Everything that was done, to the most 
minor detail, focused on cultivating and 
projecting an aggressive state of mind. 
Every proactive and reactive move was 
a positive move in the direction of the 
attacker. According to Bennie, a de- 
fensive mindset can get you killed. Fear 
in the face of a confrontation cannot 
prevent us from getting shot or cut. A 
lethal force situation contains numerous 
variables that are out of our control, 
with the exception of one: we can learn 
to let go of fear and instead focus on 
taking care of business. It is interesting 
to note that by adopting an aggressive 
mindset we can often instill fear in our 
adversary, lowering his level of per- 
formance. Bennie summed up _ his 
philosophy in only a few words: “We are 
defensive only in the sense that we did 


not initiate the encounter. From there on, 
we are very offensive”. 

Are we willing to die? According to 
Bennie, if we strap on a handgun or get 
in a patrol car, we should be. We may 
have some control over when we die, but 
that is about it. It does not mean that 
Bennie condones taking needless risks. 
He advised the class that if he knew 
someone was waiting for him, he would 
call in as much help as he could to solve 
the problem with the least amount of 
exposure to danger possible. But he is 
mentally prepared to face three armed 
thugs intent on killing him tomorrow, 
because not wanting to face them will 
not stop it from happening. And if it 
does happen, he is prepared to stand 
tall and fight smart, taking advantage 
whenever and wherever he can of their 
unwillingness to do the same. As one can 
see, Bennie puts tremendous emphasis 
on the emotional side of fighting. 

Bennie has little sympathy for per- 
sons who permit physical discomfort to 
significantly influence their attitudes and 
actions. Being fixated on pain avoidance 
can cause one to make critical mistakes 
that cost good people their lives. 


The Students 

This particular class was made up of 
police officers, with a large percentage 
of them being assigned to SWAT teams. 
They were there to learn, and the shoot- 
ing skills of some of the twenty officers 
in attendance were extremely good. 
Regardless, some of Bennie’s drills were 
very demanding, and I am quite confident 
that every student at one time or the other 
felt considerable pressure to perform. 
The penalty for blowing a drill mentally 
was 10 push-ups, and there was not one 
student that did not “hit the deck” and 
give Bennie “10” at least once. 


Tools of the Trade 

After Bennie’s initial lecture, the 
class hit the range to sight-in rifles. 
Bennie’s preferred set-up is the Armalite 
M15-A4 (T), which features a free- 
floated 16" match-grade barrel, flattop 
upper receiver, and match trigger. The 
rifle is topped with Bushnell’s new 


Holosight and GG&G’s flip-up front and 
rear sighting system that provides a great 
co-witnessing combination. The barrel 
has a 1" in 9" twist that he claims is the 
best all-around twist for a tactical rifle 
chambered in .223. This particular twist 
is capable of stabilizing bullets as light 
as 40 grains and as heavy as 75 grains. 
The 40-grain bullets are particularly 
desirable in circumstances where ex- 
cessive penetration is a real problem. 
Bennie stated that they might even start 
to break up on sheet rock. At the other 
end of the spectrum are the 75-grain bul- 
lets capable of penetrating automobile 
windows and doors and still neutralizing 
a hostile combatant. Bennie believes 
that the best way to wring maximum 
performance out of the tactical rifle is 
to equip the same with a high-quality, 
electronic red-dot sight backed up by 
iron sights. He stated that the red-dot 
scopes have a smaller aiming point that 
makes precision shots much easier. They 
eliminate the need for aligning two 
aiming points, (which saves time), and 
they are extremely effective in low 
light. Modern day, high-quality red-dot 
scopes are both durable and reliable, and 
usually result in a dramatic impact on the 
overall shooting ability of the student. 
As mentioned, his first choice is the 
Bushnell HoloSight equipped with the 
1 MOA dot enclosed within a 65 MOA 
circle. I witnessed Bennie do some 
excellent shooting with this set-up. 

I showed up for the class sporting 
a Fulton Armory “Millenial” rifle I 
obtained through Fulton Armory in 
Savage, Maryland. Although I was aware 
of the trend towards the carbine length 
AR-15’s sporting the 16" heavy barrel 
and 1" in 9" twist, I deliberately chose to 
go down a different path. My Millenial 
rifle sported a flattop upper receiver and 
a 16" lightweight barrel with a 1" in 12" 
twist. First, the bad news: this twist rate 
does not typically do a very good job of 
stabilizing the heavier bullets (over 60 
grains) that have become popular for 
their increased penetration and superior 
long-range accuracy. Now, for the good 
news: according to Fulton Armory, these 
same barrels (new USGI, lightweight 


chrome-lined barrels made in the 1960s 
and 1970s) will chamber anything, every 
time. Their light weight combined with 
their durability makes for a tactical rifle 
that is well-balanced, easy to carry, and 
designed to optimize the performance 
of the US/NATO 55-grain full metal 
jacket bullet, which is probably the most 
common AR-15 cartridge in the world. 
My particular 16" model featured a full- 
length gas port, handguards and sight 
radius. Hand assembled, one at a time, 
my Millenial rifle never faulted, even 
though it was exposed to heavy rain and 
mud during the course. I had mounted an 
Aimpoint Comp M red-dot scope on the 
rifle, and found it especially useful on 
Day Three. 


Range Work 

Establishing a zero was range priority 
one. Bennie encourages his students 
to zero their rifles at 50 yards. Doing 
so will cause the bullet to be on at both 
50 yards and 250 yards (somewhat 
contingent upon barrel length and bullet 
weight). This means that the round will 
strike no higher than 3.5", nor no lower 
than 4.3" inches, from the desired point of 
impact, regardless of whether the target is 
10 yards or 300 yards away. Bennie had 
the students sight in their rifles from the 
“monopod” position. That is, the students 
inserted a 30-round magazine in their 
rifles, assumed a prone position, and then 
placed the base of the magazine on the 
ground for support. Bennie stated that 
this would not cause the rifles to 


Continued on next page 


JEWELL TRIGGERS 


MATCH GRADE STAINLESS TRIGGERS FOR: 
CUSTOM BENCHREST ACTIONS 
REMINGTON 700, 40X, ETC. 

MODEL 70 WINCHESTER, SAKO FINNFIRE P94 
AR-15, LIVE CENTER SCOPE RINGS 


PULL RANGES FROM 1.5 OZ. TO 5 LB. 


OPTIONS AVAILABLE: 
SAFETY TOP OR BOTTOM, LEFT OR RIGHT 
BOLT RELEASE LEVER, LEFT OR RIGHT 
TWO-STAGE 


3620 Highway123 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
(512) 353-2999 
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malfunction, and I saw nothing over the 
three-day class to contradict his state- 
ment. This was a very stable shooting 
platform, and many students were soon 
producing groups of 1" or less at 50 
yards without using hasty or loop slings. 
Bennie constantly worked the firing 
line, offering assistance and tips regard- 
ing equipment selection. He is not 
shy, and whenever a student produced 
equipment or gear he deemed sub- 
standard or inappropriate for the task, he 
would stop the class, give his opinion, 
and invite discussion. 

As soon as a good battle-zero was 
established, Bennie focused on building 
a solid, upright fighting stance in his 
students. Notice that I did not say an 
upright shooting stance. A proper stance 
should permit the student to fight ef- 
fectively with a long gun, a handgun, or 
even their hands. Most people do not 
realize that a firearm is just an extension 
of their hands that allows the person 
to strike their adversary at greater dis- 
tances. Bennie advocates a fighting 
stance that allows the shooter to move 
naturally and programs the mind to be 
ready to fight. His stance makes it 
possible for the student to almost effort- 
lessly engage an aggressor positioned 
from head-on to 45° on either of his right 
or left side. The secret to effectively 
dealing with multiple targets lies not in 
how fast one can pull the trigger, but 
how fast one can move the firearm to 
each target and acquire the correct sight 
picture. 


Ready Positions 

Ready positions were covered in 
detail. Bennie advocates the High Ready, 
Low Ready and Clear Ready positions of 
carry. The tip of the barrel is just below 
the student’s line of sight in the High 
Ready position, which is recommended 
for point men or when searching open 
terrain. In the Low Ready, the muzzle of 
the rifle is at a 45° angle. This is a useful 


68 Tactical Shooter - April 2000 


technique for holding someone at gun- 
point, SWAT operations and general 
field use. The shooting position recom- 
mended for SWAT operators making 
preparation for Close Quarters Battle is 
the Clear Ready. In this position, the toe 
of the stock is placed in the shoulder and 
the muzzle is pointed almost between 
the shooter’s feet. In a recent Two Man 
Team course taught by the Tactical 
Firearms Training Team, this position 
was used extensively (they call it “Posi- 
tion Sul”), and I can personally attest to 
its lending itself to working safely in 
extreme close proximity to others. One 
of the largest advantages of the Clear 
Ready is its ability to permit the shooter 
to engage hostiles at extremely short 
distances that are located at a 90° angle 
to the shooter’s strong side. Conven- 
tional wisdom dictates that under those 
circumstances, the shooter must pivot 
towards the target and bring the muzzle 
up, an action that takes up precious time. 
Bennie uses a technique he calls the 
“Buttstock Rollover” to instantly bring 
aimed fire to bear on such an adversary. 


ee 


He simply pulls the side of the rifle’s 
buttstock over the top of his shoulder 
while turning his waist toward the target 
(he does not waste time on footwork) 
places the red dot or front sight on the 
desired point of impact, and engages. 
As soon as the first round breaks, he 
pivots towards the target, shifts the rifle 
to a conventional firing position and 
places a second round into the target 
while aggressing forward. 


Fast But Accurate 

Bennie had the students perform an 
exercise designed to aid in shooting 
multiple targets faster. When directed 
to fire two rounds each into two sepa- 
rate targets, the typical student would 
fire two quick rounds into the first 
target, acquire the second target, and 
then fire quick two rounds into it. There 
was a noticeable time lag between the 
second round fired on the first target 
and the first round fired on the second 
target in most cases that Bennie called 


Continued on page 70 


Bennie Cooley performing the “Buttstock Rollover” technique used to engage 
extreme close-range targets located on the shooter’s strong side at a 45 to 90 


degree angle. 
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The Tactical Marksman, by TS staff member Dave Lauck, principal of D&L Sports, of Gillette, 
Wyoming. A complete training manual for police and practical shooters. Mr. Lauck is a preeminent proponent 
of the need for police tactical shooters to have, and be qualified with, two long arms... the tactical carbine, and 
the tactical rifle. In his new book he builds a convincing case for his belief in this area. A 75 yard hostage 
situation presents an entirely different scenario than does a 600 yard situation! Professional marksmen and police 

officers will find Lauck’s expert advice and firsthand experiences right on target, but this book 
| is also ideally suited for field shooters and competition shooters. 81/2 x 11 size, soft cover, 
rhe Military 176 pages, extensively illustrated. Ss 35.00 


The Military and Police Sniper, by Mike Lau. The principal of 
ys Texas Brigade Armory, and Tactical Shooter magazine columnist Mike Lau, together with a 
well-credentialed member of the Army Scout-Snipers, the Marine Scout/Snipers, and a large city law 
enforcement tactical shooter... bring to publication a totally new work for the serious rifle accuracy enthusiast. 
The rifle, its supporting accouterments, and the art and science of firing it accurately, 
from 50 to 1000 yards, is our topic. Soft cover, 81/2 x 11, 350 pages. $35.00 


White Feather, by Norm Chandler and Roy Chandler. Gunnery Sergeant Car- 
los N. Hathcock II, USMC is widely recognized as our nation’s ultimate Scout-Sniper. The very personifica- 
tion of the sniper motto, “One shot, one kill”, his 93 confirmed kills in the Vietnam War made him a legend 
and an icon to fighting men of his era. The winner of the coveted Wimbledon Cup at Camp Perry in 1965 
(contested at 1000 yards), Sergeant Hathcock became the ultimate applicant of Highpower target shooting 
skills to the battlefield, a transition often discussed, and seldom accomplished in real life. His life story, this 
book is authored by his two long-time friends, Norm and Roy Chandler, who are TS staff members here. 


Hard cover, 81/2 x 11, 275 pages. $49 95 
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Death From Afar, Volume IV, by Norm Chandler and Roy Chandler. The fourth in 
the landmark series on the history of USMC sniping program from World War II to the present day. A major 
chapter of this volume devotes some 27 pages to the building today of the near-legendary Chandler Sniper 
Rifle. 81/2 x 11, hard cover, 271 pages. Autographed by Lt. Col. (Ret.) Norman Chandler. $5 4 95 


BATH FROM AFAR 


oe, Death From Afar, Volume V; by Norm Chandler and Roy Chandler. The end of an era... 
the final book of the famed five volume study of Marine Corps sniping. The entire series 

is in short supply today, and when they are gone... who knows? Autographed by 

Lt. Col. (Ret.) Norman Chandler. & 5 4 9 5 


The Tactical 1911 9 by Dave Lauck. After the 9mm became the standard for law enforcement 
sidearms in recent years, problems were repeatedly reported where felons were simply not going down after 
taking multiple body-hit, some of which were eventually fatal. This has led to a re-recognition of the virtues of the 
great US battle pistol and its variants, the 1911 .45 ACP. That problem simply does not exist with the 1911! 
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“dead air’. Bennie used a PACT timer 
to provide irrefutable evidence that this 
was happening and precious time was 
being wasted. Bennie demonstrated a 
superior method for multiple target 
engagement. At the moment his last 
round was fired on the first target, he 
immediately drove his rifle at the second 
target while resetting the trigger. At the 
precise nano-second his sights broke the 
edge of the desired area of impact, he 
pressed the trigger straight to the rear 
and made the shot happen. The end 
result was that I could no longer turn my 
back on a student and, by listening to his 
shot cadence, tell if he was engaging 
one target with four rounds or two tar- 
gets with two rounds. 

Action beats reaction! This was 
driven home in exercises that demon- 
strated that tenths of a second can mean 
the difference between life and death in 
a lethal confrontation. Students learned 
that the .20 seconds or so it takes for the 
mind to react to the fact that a potential 
adversary has moved and perhaps even 
launched an attack may result in their 
being injured or killed. It was very 
sobering to discover that you could 
actually aim your firearm at an armed 
attacker holding his handgun down by 
his side knowing that he is going to 
shoot, and discover that he can still get a 
round off in your direction before or at 
the same time that you can react to his 
first movement and shoot him! From a 
purely tactical perspective, engaging 
multiple targets with more than one 
round each during an initial engagement 
is risky, as the increased time lag 
between target engagement gives multi- 
ple adversaries more time to regain their 
composure and place rounds in your 
direction. Bennie believes that it is 
important to get first-round hits on each 
as soon as possible. His theory is that 
people are emotionally dislocated for a 
second or so when struck; that is, their 
internal reactionary clock is reset to zero 
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and they are momentarily incapable of 
fighting. This brief time interval may 
permit us to close in on and terminate the 
threat more effectively. 

The students spent the rest of Day 
One shooting Mike Gibson’s MGM 
Lolli-poppers (two 8" steel plates 
mounted on fiberglass poles that reacted 
to being shot) from the offhand, kneeling 
supported, and seated positions at 25 and 
50 yards. It was a rather interesting 
exercise. My partner for this exercise, 
Wayne Moody, a detective, SWAT offi- 
cer and sniper for the Bedford, Texas 
police department was both fast and 
accurate, and engaged his plate faster 
than me almost every time. The end 
result was that just as I was preparing to 
break my shot he would connect with 
his, causing my plate to gyrate wildly. 
Consequently, I was forced to repeatedly 
practice making my trigger break at the 
precise moment the red-dot sight was 
momentarily aligned with the target. 
I am sure Wayne did me a favor in 
the long run, but it did not seem so at 
the time! 


Day Two 

Pursuant to Bennie’s instructions, 
students started Day Two by donning 
handguns. Probably 80% of the class 
wore low-slung tactical holsters com- 
monly associated with SWAT operations. 
Bennie’s philosophy theory on such hol- 
sters was surprising: he does not approve 
of them! A good holster should be as 
close to the waist as possible. That is 
where our hands go naturally, and more 
so, that is where we find our handgun 
most of the time. The holster should be 
just low enough to clear the body armor. 
It was noted that most people like low- 
slung tactical holsters because of their 
high-speed looks. Bennie acknowledged 
with a smile the benefit of believing 
that you looked tough: it might have 
a positive impact on developing and 
maintaining the fighting mindset. 

Students then engaged in an exercise 
designed to force them to transition to the 
handgun as an immediate response to a 
rifle stoppage. Students using rifles 
equipped with tactical slings simply used 
the weak hand to lower the muzzle, and 


Bennie Cooley demonstrates his preferred method for shooting over a horizontal 
surface on a barricade. 


then allowed the sling to support the rifle 
while they engaged the target with the 
handgun in a conventional two-handed 
hold. Students with standard slings 
simply lowered the muzzle with the weak 
hand and pressed the rifle against their 
chest and weak-side leg while they 
engaged the target with the handgun using 
the strong hand only. It is important to 
note that stoppage drills were practiced 
only with rifles that were permitted to 
shoot dry. The danger of a negligent 
discharge when allowing a loaded rifle 
to dangle uncontrollably from a sling 
was deemed too great. 


Not Your Typical Immediate-Action 
Drill 

During a break, Bennie posed the 
following question to the class: “When in 
close quarters (under 15 feet), what is 
going through your adversary’s mind 
when he observes you removing your 
firearm from your line of sight to deal 
with a stoppage?” The answer, of course, 
is that you are very vulnerable to attack 
at that moment. Bennie’s preferred 
response is simple and effective. With- 
out bringing the firearm below the line of 
sight and advertising that his rifle is tem- 
porarily out of action, he immediately 
issues verbal commands and aggresses 
upon his adversary in a controlled 
manner (moving too fast may cause the 
adversary to move or feel so threatened 
that they immediately flee or attack). 
Just prior to being within arms reach of 
the suspect, Bennie will pull the butt- 
stock of the rifle over the top of his 
shoulder to create additional distance 
and prepare his attack. When the barrel 
of his rifle is within arms reach of the 
adversary, he performs a sweeping 
motion with the barrel to clear away the 
hands of the adversary and then drives 
the muzzle into the chest, throat or face. 
Transitioning to a secondary firearm or 
attempting to clear a malfunction in a 
primary weapon simply takes too long. 
Bennie also noted that striking with the 
firearm was a method of last resort that 
could easily be fatal. Once the strike has 
been executed, Bennie immediately tran- 
sitions to his secondary firearm. 


Rifle Disarms 

The balance of Day Two was spent on 
developing fundamental skills in shoot- 
ing from barricades and practicing rifle 
disarms. Bennie was joined by CRTC 
Instructor Pete Italiano, who like Bennie, 
is also employed as a member of the 
Special Operations Division located at 
the Department of Energy in Idaho. An 
accomplished shooter, Pete has over 
25 years experience in various martial 
arts. It was immediately obvious that 
Pete was well-versed in the intricacies 
of Close Quarters Battle and had much 
information to impart. 

Pete correctly pointed out that if it is 
simple for me to disarm someone with a 
rifle, ergo, it must be simple for someone 
else to disarm me! That is not a pleasant 
thought. 

The CRTC approach to weapon dis- 
arms is based upon the ubiquitous KISS 
principle (which of course stands for 
“Keep it Simple, Stupid’). Regardless of 
whether the adversary has a rifle, shotgun, 
or handgun, the initial approach remained 
the same. It is an excellent system, and the 
students practiced it repeatedly throughout 
the day. The instructors were prepared 
to address all of the “what if?” questions, 
and it is my opinion that all of the students 
felt that they had been exposed to a viable 
technique that they hoped they would 
never have to use for real. 


The Barricade Drills 

A significant part of Day Two was 
spent on shooting the previously men- 
tioned “Lolli-poppers” from a series of 
barricades. Estimated range was 85 
yards. A brisk but erratic crosswind 
made shooting somewhat more difficult, 
but bracing the support hand against the 
barricade greatly enhanced our ability to 
make hits. Bennie taught specific tech- 
niques designed for both horizontal and 
vertical surfaces, as well as his preferred 
method for using a horizontal surface 
from a kneeling position that permitted 
the shooter to brace both his strong arm 
and supporting arm. The stability that 
could be derived from this position was 
very noticeable. We learned that we 
could go prone behind a chain-link 


fence, rest the barrel of the rifle directly 
on the wire that made up the fence, and 
make quick hits. At the distances one 
would most likely engage a hostile, 
changes in barrel harmonics caused by 
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contact with the heavy-gauge wire was 
not an issue. A fair amount of time was 
spent on this exercise as students learned 
how to properly use the barricades and 
further worked on proper sight align- 
ment, breathing and trigger control. 

The class then spent time quickly 
transitioning from position to position, 
and then transitioning from barricade to 
barricade. This was followed by several 
“man vs. man” drills designed to put 
additional pressure on the students. 
Class was dismissed for the day, and the 
students retired to their homes and hotels 
to prepare for Day Three. 


Day Three 

Day Three was everything Days One 
and Two were not: dark and rainy. It 
provided an excellent opportunity to test 
equipment under less than perfect condi- 
tions. It rained steadily for four hours, 
and the black clay soil was slicker than... 
well, one can imagine some of the adjec- 
tives these students used to describe their 
footing. In poor light and heavy rain, 
the red-dot sights that Bennie advocates 
were much superior to iron sights. The 
students were grateful that Bennie had 
arranged for the rain in order for them to 
personally make that observation. A few 
of the students obviously had not count- 
ed upon inclement weather, and spent the 
entire morning in a pouring rain in their 
street clothes. I personally never heard a 
single complaint. 

After a brief warm-up exercise on 
the barricades, half of the students went 
with Pete to practice rifle disarms from 
various positions, and the other half 
stayed with Bennie to learn the basics of 
tactical team movement. Eventually, the 
class was divided up into teams and 
pitted against each other in exercises that 
most students found even more stressful 
than the individual competition. It was 
one thing to make yourself look foolish, 
but it is much more disconcerting to let 
your whole team down. I believe that 
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Bennie’s goal was to teach his students 
to tap into their fighting mindset and 
learn how to perform under stress. The 
mild stress afforded by shooting at an 
inanimate target in a structured class is 
nothing compared to a real-life lethal 
force encounter where people can be 
grievously injured or killed. 


Urban Tactical Team Movement Drills 

The students were then set up in 
teams containing six members called 
“sticks”. The objective was to initially 
form a single line in such a manner that 
all members were in close physical con- 
tact with each other. The point man kept 
his focus straight ahead, the second man 
kept his head up and looked either right 
or left of the point man, the third man 
would look the opposite direction of the 
second man, and so on. However, the last 
man would actually be turned 180° from 
the rest of the team in order to provide 
security against a rear attack. The man 
just in front of him maintained contact 
with the rear man by reaching behind 
and grasping the rear man’s belt. The 
students would move in this manner to 
an initial staging point, at which time the 
point man provided covering fire to the 
front. Other members of the “stick” 
would then sequentially move to other 
desirable positions of hard cover in such 
a manner that team members could con- 
tinually provide covering fire to the front 
while maintaining rear security. Eventu- 
ally the team would advance to its final 
staging point and resume its original 
stacked position. It was simply an out- 
standing exercise, for not only did it 
permit the team to efficiently move from 
position to position while retaining the 
ability to suppress hostile fire, it taught 
the students to work with and think about 
others. That is the essence of teamwork. 

Bennie soon had the teams working 
in three, ten and twenty-one man sticks. 
Once the basics were learned, the move- 
ment of the teams became smoother and 
the mistakes became fewer. It was not 
something that all of the students quick- 
ly and easily took to, but by the end 
of the day, all teams were capable of 
covering a lot of distance in a short 


time while placing withering fire down- 
range and maintaining rear security. 


Summary 

This article simply cannot cover all 
of the things that were covered in this 
class. Tactical movement within the 
Pasadena Police Department’s shooting 
house was covered, including stealth 
searches that permitted the officer to 
visually locate suspects without being 
detected themselves. Other topics cov- 
ered were handgun retention (CRTC’s 
method of retaining a holstered handgun 
is the best I have seen), and the nuances 
of leading a running target at various 
ranges and angles. 

This was absolutely an outstanding 
class taught by a person who not only 
understands the subject, but who un- 
derstands how to teach the subject. I 
personally have made it a goal of mine 
to try to train under as many of the finest 
instructors out there that I can, and I 
had been waiting about two years to 
take a Bennie Cooley course. It was 
worth the wait. 

For more information, contact: 


Bennie Cooley, Jr. 

Crisis Resolution Training Consultants 
3415 Rawson St. 

Idaho Falls, ID 83406 

Phone: (208) 525-3329 

Fax: (208) 523-9711 

E-mail: crtc@cyberhighway.net 
www.benniecooley.com 
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Not having a round in the chamber 
of one’s primary/secondary weapon is 
considered to be analogous to a free fall 
parachutist going in with both ripcords 
in their respective pockets — a faux pas 
of extreme stupidity with the potential 
for catastrophic results. 

For eons, mankind has been caught 
short by failing to perform certain 
(apparently) common sense tasks critical 
to the successful completion of the mis- 
sion. Failing to have fresh batteries in 
your Comm or Night Vision Equipment; 
failing to have the proper frequencies for 
your extraction bird; failing to communi- 
cate with those who are tasked to support 
you; failing to perform a riggers check. 
Pilots will sometimes slip the surly 
bonds without ever performing a pre 
flight check list or even scanning their 
gauges, and as a result some will buy the 
farm because they ran out of fuel on take 
off. (I was in a jump ship that ran out of 
fuel while the “pilot” was doing a Mag 
check. He probably found it difficult to 
fly or talk or chew food for a long time 
afterward, but hey, that’s another story.) 

Because the original Chambered 
Round Verification was performed on a 
semi auto pistol and involved pressing 
the slide to the rear with the fingers 
of the support hand, it was called a 
“Press-Check”. Codified by Lt. Col. 
Jeff Cooper, it provided the operator 
with the confirmation that his weapon 
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was indeed loaded, and ready to func- 
tion if needed. 

Trainers have long noted that of the 
weapons malfunctions observed, the 
Type 1, or Failure to Fire, is without 
doubt the most common. While faulty 
ammunition is a@ cause for the Type | 
Malfunction, failing to seat the magazine 
is the primary cause. If you fail to seat 
the magazine and cycle the action, you 
will have failed to chamber a round. 

Consider that the round in the cham- 
ber is the one that you will have to fire in 
the defense of your life or the life of a 
third person. Now visualize acquiring 
a flash sight picture, and getting a 
compressed surprise break — and being 
rewarded with a loud CLICK because 
you failed to properly chamber a round. 
Not very appealing, is it? 

We need to look at the loading 
process to ascertain how the Chambered 
Round Verification fits into the doctrine. 

To load a pistol, a firing grip is main- 
tained at all times. We prefer to bring the 
strong side arm in so that the upper arm 
is in contact with the chest. The pistol 
remains below the line of sight, but in 
peripheral view, and rotated slightly 
outboard. The support hand will access a 
loaded magazine, index finger along the 
leading edge. The magazine is inserted 
into the mag well, flat to flat. 

While it is sometimes possible to cup 
the magazine and thrust it up into the 


mag well (threading the needle), it is not 
a positive method. Attempting to insert 
the magazine round to round is a method 
that almost never works. We prefer to 
work with a system that provides con- 
sistent, and not occasional results, 
especially when your life is at stake. 

The magazine is fully inserted with 
one smooth and continuous motion. It 
should not be necessary to repeatedly 
slap the magazine. That is wasted 
motion, and guarantees nothing. Remov- 
ing your hand from the magazine before 
it is completely seated, and giving it 
(your hand) a running start, will often 
result in the magazine falling out of the 
pistol. 

The slide may or may not be locked 
to the rear. If it is, place your hand over 
the top of the slide to the rear of the ejec- 
tion port, with the thumb of the support 
side hand toward your chest and on the 
left side of the slide. Pull the slide to the 
rear, and release it, allowing it to go into 
battery under its own power. We do not 
utilize the slide lock to release the slide. 
It is small, and requires a fine motor skill 
to operate under stress. While there is no 
stress present during an administrative 
loading process, why train for two sepa- 
rate methods when one will suffice? 

If the slide was closed, do exactly as 
described above. Run the slide all the 
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way to the rear and release it. The end 
result is that the slide will be released, 
pick up a round from the magazine, and 
go into battery. 

We find that this method has several 
advantages over the slingshot method. 
The first and most important is that the 
hand can exercise more gripping power. 
This is especially important in the event 
that the hand is injured, or bloody/wet. 
Another advantage is commonality with 
malfunction clearance drills. There is no 
reason to learn two separate methods 
when one works. 

Though the pistol may meet the com- 
mon/legal definition of loaded, it is not 
considered loaded for our purposes. 

First, we want to confirm that a round 
has indeed been chambered. This is the 
Chambered Round Verification. If a 
round has not been chambered, we want 
to perform the malfunction clearance 
drill for a Type 1 Malfunction: Tap 
(the magazine), Rack and Roll (the 
slide), and Assess (the situation.) Redo 
the Chambered Round Verification. 

If a round has in fact been cham- 
bered, we are not yet ready to march 
off to war. The magazine, regardless of 
capacity, is down one round. You have a 
choice here. You can perform a Tactical 
Reload, replacing the partially depleted 
magazine with a full one. Or, you may 
holster, administratively remove the 
partially depleted magazine, and top it 
off with one more round, bringing it 
to full capacity. 

Do this regardless of the ammunition 
capacity of your weapon. We often hear 
people stating that “My Fortortna 2000 
has a 17 round magazine. If I can’t do it 
with 17 I probably can’t do it with 18 
either.” Well, if you consistently miss 
with the first full volley, there may be 
other problems in the equation. But why 
deliberately place yourself at a disadvan- 
tage? Would you consistently operate the 
family auto on long vacations without a 
spare tire? 

Will that one round really make a 
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difference? I don’t know, and neither do 
you. Put another round in the magazine 
and be done with it. 

The original press check for the pistol 
was performed by placing the support 
hand thumb into the forward part of the 
trigger guard, and the support side index 
finger on the recoil spring plug (while 
scrupulously adhering to Rule #2), and 
slightly pinching both together. This 
moved the slide slightly to the rear, and 
one could visually observe if a round 
was visible in the ejection port. This 
pinch check could not be performed if 
the pistol had a full length guide rod 
installed. (Though debates range on the 
real or imagined usefulness of these 
devices, I’ve never had much luck with 
them.) As many shooting incidents occur 
during periods of reduced light, you 
could insert your trigger finger into the 
ejection port to feel for the case. 

There were some who felt that the act 
of placing one’s finger near the proximi- 
ty of the muzzle was a safety violation, 
and refused to permit those under their 
care to perform this type of press check. 
(I was at one Government sponsored 
training course where the Lead Instruc- 
tor steadfastly refused to allow this type 
of press check. He followed this up by 
consistently pointing his pistol at his 
support hand during the Draw Stroke. 
Go figure.) As a result, several other 
types of Chambered Round Verifications 
came into being. 

The first of these involves taking the 
support hand and bringing it under the 
pistol, grasping the slide near the front 


and pulling it slightly to the rear. (A 
right-hand dominant shooter will have 
his thumb on the port side of the slide, 
and the index finger on the starboard 
side.) You may look down and visually 
inspect the chamber, or utilize your trig- 
ger finger to reach into the ejection port. 


CRY, pistol. The slide is retracted 
slightly to the rear, exposing the 
chamber. Note the strict adherence of 
Rule #3 — Finger off of the trigger 
until sights are on the target. 
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This method will work equally well for 
pistols equipped with the full length 
guide rod. 

Many pistols used by those in the 
community will have a weapon mounted 
visible light, and as all of these lights 
are currently mounted under the pistol, 
forward of the trigger guard, this 
requires a different CRV. 

Rotate the pistol slightly inboard, and 
place the support hand over the top of the 
pistol, with the hand toward the front of 
the pistol. Rotate the pistol inboard, 
approximately 90 degrees. The support 
side thumb is on the right side of the slide; 
the index finger is on the left. Retract the 
slide until you can see into the ejection 
port; or, in reduced light, place your trig- 
ger finger into the ejection port to feel 
for the presence of a case. Forward slide 
serrations make this a lot easier. 

For those who use certain types of 
double action pistols, another CRV vari- 
ation is often observed. If your pistol has 
dual slide mounted hammer drop or 
safety levers, you may consider placing 
the index and middle fingers over the 
rear of the slide, and placing those fin- 
gers over the aforementioned levers. 
Pull back slightly on the slide to expose 
the existence (or lack thereof) of a 
chambered round. You can still use your 
trigger finger to feel for this round 
during period of reduced light. 


You must remember to place the 
ambidextrous drop/safety levers back 
into the horizontal position. (This habit 
will assist you in properly performing 
malfunction drills. It is not uncommon 
for the drop/safety levers to be knocked 
into the down position regardless of 
your hand position, and you must get 
them back up if you want to go home 
that night. The DA pistol remains 
the perfect solution to a non-existent 
problem.) 

The Chambered Round Verification 
process is equally valid for long guns, 
but with certain modifications. 

With most common bolt action rifles 
unlock the bolt, pull the bolt handle slight- 
ly to the rear, and look for the presence or 
absence of a round. With the ubiquitous 
MI16/M4 series, or the MP5 sub-machine 
gun, the normal method for verifying a 
loaded chamber is changed. To load an 
M4 type, a firing grip is maintained at all 
times. Tuck the butt stock under the strong 
side arm, below eye level. Take a loaded 
magazine as described above, with the 
index finger of the support hand alongside 
the forward edge, and note the position of 
the top round. Push the magazine firmly 
into the mag well until it clicks. Pull on 
the magazine to verify that it is in fact 
firmly seated. 

If the action is locked to the rear, slap 
the bolt catch with the palm of the sup- 


This Gunsite Service Pistol has a dedicated Sure Fire light mounted. The place- 
ment of the hand over the top is the most efficient method of performing the CRV. 


port hand. We prefer not to stab the bolt 
catch with the thumb — that is a fine 
motor skill, and will not reliably work 
under pressure. 

If the bolt is forward, operate the 
charging handle with the support hand. 
Make a fist and use the knuckle of the 
index finger to move the charging handle 
to the rear. Maintain a firing grip at all 
times. 

Now remove the magazine, and 
again note the position of the top round. 
If it is on the opposite side, you have a 
round chambered. If it is on the same 
side, repeat the process. In reduced light, 
you can use your index finger, support 
hand, to verify the location of the top 
round. 

It is possible to pull back on the 
charging handle and look into the ejec- 
tion port. We do not advocate this 
method. The M16 family has evolved 
into an extremely dependable series of 
weapons. They are, however, dirty 
weapons, and it is not unusual for the 
chamber to become fouled, for the lock- 
ing lugs to acquire some foreign matter, 
or for ammunition to become dented or 
corroded. The system was designed to 
operate at full speed. To baby, or fifi 
it, may result in the bolt not going 
completely into battery. It is not always 
visually apparent, and may prevent the 
weapon from firing. 

Yeah, I realize that there is the bolt 
assist latch on the right side of the 
receiver (on most but the Air Force 
GAU/SA), but I am not real crazy about 
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using it. Removing the magazine and observing the position of 
the top round is more positive and less troublesome. 

The MP5 CRV is performed in the same manner. Our SOP 
was (we have replaced all of the sub caliber shoulder guns with 
M4A\1’s) to always lock the bolt to the rear when changing 
magazines. Note the position of the top round, and firmly insert 
the magazine into the well with a push-pull. Reach over the top 
of the 5-gun with the support hand, and slap the bolt knob. 
Remove the magazine and observe the position of the top 
round. If it is on the other side, you have been successful in 
chambering a round. If not, tap, rack and roll, and assess. 

We recommend that you download any shoulder gun’s 
magazine by two from the maximum capacity. The spring 
tension on some of the magazines is sufficiently strong to 
prevent the magazine from seating if the bolt is forward. Be 
sure that whatever functions you perform are positive and 
repeatable. 

You can perform a CRV with shotguns also. Rotate the 
weapon so that you may see the ejection port. Release the 
action lock, and gently move the slide/bolt handle slightly to 
the rear. You will either see, or not see the shot shell in the 
ejection port. If you do, smartly put the action into battery. If 
not, cycle the action and perform the CRV again. 

The CRV should be an integral part of your individual 
training plan. If your department, agency or organization does 
not include the CRV, they could be considered negligent for 
failing to provide sufficient and relevant training. 


Visually and digitally check for the presence of a cartridge 
in the ejection port. Train for the worst case scenario. Here 
the shooter uses his trigger finger to verify that a round is in 
the chamber. 
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Several years ago we responded to a Hostage Job in a ghetto 
neighborhood. A Rasta, previously convicted of homicide, and 
armed with a .357 Magnum (which the local news reported as a 
357mm magnum!) was holding his domestic partner and child 
hostage. We were attempting to place technical surveillance into 
the rear of the one story house. One of the cops handed me his 
Ithaca so that he could help get some cameras in place. I did a 
CRV, and found the chamber empty. I cycled the action, did the 
CRV, topped off the magazine, and saw the Rasta move in front 
of a patio door, gun and daughter in hand, 6' away. This job 
worked out fine, but it could easily have gone the other way. 

You cannot afford not to be ready. Plagiarize the motto of the 
Parachute Riggers, “I Will be sure, Always” 

Your life may depend upon it 


© 


Pat Goodale, principal of Savannah Lane Shooting Associa- 
tion in West Virginia, uses his little finger, support hand, to 
verify the presence of a round. 


Not all competitions are regular NRA bull’s eye type matches. Some matches such 
as the Canadian Forces Small Arms Championships include physical stress. 


Since long before I became a sniper 
and sniper instructor — nearly 20 years 
ago — there has been a rivalry, approach- 
ing an adversarial relationship, between 
the sniper community and Highpower, 
NRA-type shooters in the military. I saw 
it when I was a Marine stationed at the 
USMC Marksmanship Training Unit 
(MTU) in Quantico, Virginia in the 1980s 
and also at the National Guard Bureau 
MTU in Little Rock, Arkansas in the 
late 1990s. Often the rivalry was limited 
to good-humored ribbing; still a good 
portion of it was serious and said with 
malicious intent. Often, the banter turned 
into fisticuffs, with the resulting bad 
blood between the two communities. 
This is unfortunate, to say the least. 

How many times have you heard 
these phrases uttered, “I don’t care what 
those paper punchers do, this is sniping 
and it’s an entirely different game!” 
“Who needs to learn how to use a sling? 
That’s for those yellow glass shooters!” 
Or from team shooter, “Hey sniper! 
When are you going to learn how to 
shoot?” and “I’m telling you, it’s easier 
to take a National Match Shooter and 
teach him infantry skills than it is to take 
a grunt and try to teach him how to 
shoot!” I have heard these and a lot 
more, and being familiar with both sides 
of the rivalry I have come to some 


conclusions. What I will do here is 
attempt to show, through my own ex- 
periences and historical examples, the 
importance of competitive shooting 
events to snipers and how the two shoot- 
ing disciplines interrelate. 

There used to be a sign in the class- 
room of the 3 Marine Division 
Scout/Sniper School in Okinawa. It has 
been awhile, but I remember that it stated 
that a sniper was a hybrid of a poacher 
and a competitive shooter. At the time in 
1980, the sign really didn’t register; it was 
simply a phrase intended to motivate the 
students. I was a high expert M16 shooter 
and that, plus this sniper training I was 
about to undergo, was going to make me 
a steely-eyed killer. I graduated, kept 
training, shot the M16 annually, went on 
to graduate from the Quantico instructor 
course, and figured that I was one bad 
Marine who didn’t need any training in 
other rifle disciplines. I never really paid 
much attention to the USMC Competition 
in Arms program, which holds Division 
level competitions culminating in the 
Marine Corps matches and resulting in 
the selection of that year’s “All Marine 
Corps” teams. I saw the funny looking leg 
medals and kinda wondered what those 
distinguished shooters badges were about. 

Once I got stationed at the USMC 
MTU I cohabited with the Marine Corps 


shooting teams. I made a few friends on 
the teams and started getting curious about 
this “competitive shooting” thing. I started 
talking to the team shooters and some 
of the more senior ones even taught me 
some tricks. Unfortunately, during the 
eight years I was stationed at the MTU, I 
only shot one rifle match, the 1000-yard 
stage of the Virginia State Championships. 
I wanted to see what the deal was. It was 
a good experience, and it whetted my 
appetite for later down the road. 

In 1989, I was promoted to Warrant 
Officer and was made a Range Officer. 
USMC Range Officers supervise marks- 
manship training and are responsible for 
the training and management of small 
shooting teams throughout the Corps. 
Many of the top enlisted rifle and pis- 
tol shooters are put into this military 
occupational specialty. I was selected 
due to my training background and 
was expected to get up to speed on 
the competitive aspects of the USMC 
marksmanship program. So at my first 
duty station I was appointed to be team 
captain of the shooting team at the Mare 
Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, CA. 
Mare Island is the original location 
of the West Coast Boot Camp and had 
a tradition of fine shooting teams back 
to the early 1900s. I was lucky to work 
with a Staff Sergeant who was an 
experienced competitive shooter, and 


Continued on next page 
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despite my best efforts to mess things up 
we put together a team, trained and went 
to shoot the 18' Marine Division match- 
es in Camp Pendleton. 

How did I — one bad sniper — do? 
You could say that in his first attempt at 
NRA style Service Rifle shooting this 
old sniper didn’t do so well. In fact, I 
ended up about halfway down out of 
about 200 shooters. To understand why I 
did so poorly, you have to understand 
what I, a “tactical” shooter, thought 
about marksmanship and competition: 


1. I thought I knew what precision 
marksmanship was about. 

2. I thought I knew how to read 
wind. 

3. I thought I knew what precision 
shooting under pressure was like. 


I was wrong, on all three counts. 

While I had a good idea of what was 
going on, I was only at about a sopho- 
moric level, learned yet stupid. Most of 
the mistakes I made that first year were 
mental errors, not physical. I knew 


shooting positions, I knew wind formu- 
las, and I knew how to press a trigger. 
The problem was in the application of 
these aspects, which had kept me at a 
mediocre level of competitive shooting. 
Let me explain. 

Precision Marksmanship. When 
training snipers, many times instructors 
espouse the idea of precision being that as 
long as the students keep the bullet in the 
chest they are doing well. In competitive 
shooting, matches are won and lost in the 
X-ring. This elusive little sucker can ruin 
your day if you don’t think center instead 
of a hit in the middle somewhere. What 
competitive shooting does is develop the 
mindset during training that if your 
weapons system is capable of holding .5 
minute of angle (MOA), then you should 
be getting .5 MOA out of it when firing 
from the shoulder. I found as well that 
competitive shooting shows you the dif- 
ference between a good position and a 
correct position. Not only that but it also 
shows you that through proper trigger 
control, position and mental management 
a shooter can regularly hit a man-sized 
target from the standing unsupported 
position at 200 yards and prone at the 600 
yardline with iron sights and no support 


You never know who you’ll have to compete against. 
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other than a correct position and a little 
leather strap. 

Reading wind. As a sniper you learn 
how to read wind for your partner. You 
glue your eye into the scope and casually 
take a guess at the mirage, grass blowing, 
whatever. As the shot fires you watch 
the trace and impact and make required 
corrections. In competitive shooting you 
are your own wind caller. You must get 
the wind right or that little X-ring will 
elude you enough to put you right out 
of the competition. On rapid-fire strings 
you have to be fast, sure and accurate. 
You have to learn to watch flags, mirage, 
grass and any other indicators you can 
find. And when you make a mistake, it’s 
your butt, your embarrassment, and your 
miss at 3 or 9 o’clock. The ultimate test 
of this, in my mind, is the 1000 yard 
match (relax you benchresters). It’s in 
these matches where you are on the line 
with your peers playing a mental game. 
Here the X-ring is 10 inches and only the 
best will nail that inner circle on a regu- 
lar basis while reading their own wind. 

Pressure. There are few stressors as 
evil as competition. When shooting a 
qualification course you may feel a little 
stress; when you are shooting for high 
shooter in a school you may feel even 
more. But show up to a firing line full of 
strangers, some of who look like they 
really know what they are doing. They 
have high speed looking guns and bright 
shiny reloads and their shooting jackets 
have patches from hell all over them. 
Each shot is spotted and scored and as 
your points accumulate the stress can 
start. With each firing line it gets worse 
and worse, unless you learn to handle it. 
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That is when you will have to learn to 
deal with stress. 

My experiences with Highpower 
shooting impressed upon me the impor- 
tance of NRA-style competition for a 
tactical shooter. That does not mean that 
I believe a Highpower shooter in the 
tactical arena, when compared with the 
tactical shooter in the Highpower arena, 
will outperform the tactical shooter. 
Quite the contrary. The proficient tacti- 
cal shooter should be able to make that 
X-ring-accurate shot with monotonous 
regularity, but against live, moving tar- 
gets whose comrades will shoot back 
upon successful interdiction. And this 
does not include the terribly strenuous 
infiltration and exfiltration necessary 
for a successful sniper engagement. In 
short, competitive shooting does not 
encompass the “poaching” skills referred 
to on the sign in Okinawa. What I mean 
is that the proficient sniper can, and 
should, learn from the Highpower shoot- 
er, if he is to be a better sniper. This is 
important, for there is no second place in 
the sniper’s arena. Only death. 


te Rs toy Lt 


Since I left the USMC I began shoot- 
ing in the Canadian Forces Small Arms 
Championships in Ottawa, Canada. 
These matches are open to civilians 
through the Dominion of Canada Rifle 
Association (www.dcra.ca) which is the 


Canadian equivalent of the NRA. 
CFSAC is an excellent example of how 
bull’s eye competition can be crossbred 
with combat style skills. Competitors in 


Continued on next page 


Some competitions will put you in the international arena. 
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service rifle/pistol, sniper rifle and light 
machinegun categories are required to 
apply precision marksmanship skills in 
combat oriented courses of fire at 
extended ranges while under conditions 
of physical and mental stress. My 
favorite is the 300m “Agony Snaps”. In 
this match you are assigned a sector of 
fire in which a “Hun head” sniper target 
is presented randomly for engagement. 
The hard part of this is that you don’t 
know when or where the target will 
appear, only that you will have ten 
3-second exposures in around 10 
minutes, plus you have about a 4-inch 
5 ring you are hunting. Just when you 
close your eyes to relax, sure as hell, 
there it is. The US National Guard 
runs a similar competition (American 
Forces Skill at Arms Meeting) in Little 
Rock, Arkansas annually, however it is 
not open to civilians. 

CFSAC has given me the opportunity 
to compete against international level 
shooters and has allowed me to see other 
countries weapons systems and opera- 
tional techniques. The firing positions 
used by Canadian Forces service rifle 
shooters are a good example of things 
that can be learned by attending these 
competitions. These positions, which 
violate just about every rule in the NRA 
Highpower manual, are very interesting 
and are worth an article by themselves. 

Another type of international compe- 
tition worth mentioning is the Super 
Sniper Shootouts put on by Autauga 
Arms. These matches draw competitors 
from all over the world and are a sure 
way of testing yourself against the best 
the world has to offer. 

Though my own _ experiences 
impressed upon me the importance of 
competitive shooting to sniping, a review 
of the history of military marksmanship 
would have led me to the same conclu- 
sion. Let’s look at the military side of the 
question, which, if we are honest, keeps 
a good portion of the US competitive 
rifle-shooting program going. I'll focus 
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on the USMC as it is the most active of 
the services, and I know it well. 

The USMC did not have a competitive 
program prior to 1900. In a letter he wrote 
to the NRA in 1943, Lt. Gen. Thomas 
Holcomb, Commandant of the Marine 
Corps during WWII, and a Distinguished 
Rifle shooter, said the following: 

I was introduced to the NRA in 1901. 
It was a rude introduction because our 


team was soundly trounced, finishing 
sixth in both the Hilton Trophy Match 
and Interstate Team Match-events, which 
the following year, were combined into 
the National Rifle Team Match. Natural- 
ly, we did not relish such a poor showing 
sO we set out to learn how to shoot. 
By 1910 the Inspector of Small Arms 
Practice, U.S.M.C., reported proudly that 
“over one-third of the men in the Marine 


Success is a good thing. 
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Corps are now qualified as marksmen, 
sharpshooters or expert riflemen!” How 
many of the present generation of officers 
realize that in those days the Army, Navy 
and Marine Corps were actually learning 
how to shoot from the civilians and 
civilian-soldiers who formed the back- 
bone of the National Rifle Association? 
In 1911 the Marines won their first 
National Rifle Team Match, and by 1917 
we had progressed so far along the 
marksmanship trail that every Marine 
who sailed overseas was a_ trained 
marksman. 

General Holcomb and his men 
were not the only Marines lacking in 
sufficient rifle technique at the turn of 
the century. In the September 1971 
Marine Corps Gazette, USMC shooting 
legend LtCol. W.W. McMillan wrote, 
“In 1899, Commandant Heywood was 
appalled to learn that less than a hundred 
Marines, officers and men, could meet 
qualification requirements with the then 
current Krag Jorgenson rifle. By di- 
rection of Major C.H. Lauchheimer, 
the Corps proceeded to take shooting 
seriously, both for combat purposes and 
competition. Marksmanship became a 
highly prized skill and valued adjunct to 
leadership.” 

Prior to World War I, Marines like 
Calvin A. Lloyd, D.C. McDougal and 
then-2"4 Lt. Thomas Holcomb advanced 
the respectability of match shooting, 
while pioneering instructional techniques 
and training methods for a far flung 
expeditionary Corps. In 1906 Marines 


began getting the M1903 Springfield 
rifle. Those who could shoot expert with 
it were rewarded with marksmanship 
qualification pay of $3.00 per month. 
The focus on rifle competition within 
the Corps reaped dividends in the com- 
ing years in Mexico, Cuba, Haiti and in 
the wheatfields of France. One of the 
better descriptions of the effects of 
improved marksmanship through com- 
petition is by CPT John Thomason, Jr. in 
his WWI USMC classic Fix Bayonets. 
“The Bosche wanted Hill 142; he came 
and the rifles broke him and he came 
again. All his artillery was in action and 
his machineguns scoured the place, but 
he could not make headway against the 
rifles. Guns he could understand; he 
knew all about bombs and auto-rifles 
and machine-guns and trench mortars, 
but aimed sustained rifle fire that comes 
from nowhere in particular and picks 
men off — it brought the war home to 


the individual and demoralized him”. 
And “Already around Hautevesnes 
there had been a brush with advancing 
Germans, and the Germans were given 
a new experience: rifle fire that begins 
to kill at 800 yards; they found it very 
interesting!” 

One need not take my word for it, or 
even the historical experiences of the 
USMC, to appreciate the importance of 
marksmanship competition to sniping, 
one need only look at the life and expe- 
riences of Gunny Hathcock, himself a 
top-ranked competitive shooter and a 
very successful sniper. Through compe- 
tition — whether Highpower, under the 
auspices of the NRA, or the Super 
Sniper Shootout — you can hone your 
skills and become the shooter that the 
bad guys have to worry about. 
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Tactical Shooter Magazine Is Pleased To Announce .. 


the current availability of the first two sets (oman 
of a planned three set series of tactically-oriented posters. <a 


The posters are a joint venture of Tactical Shooter magazine, and Custom Concealment, \nc., of PP I: ~ 


Zanesville, Ohio. The planned three sets (six different posters) are whimsical in nature, and Wey 
were planned that way. Their origin dates back to the “Will Snipe For Food” photo that, in a <> 
light moment, we used on the inside rear cover of the September ‘98 issue of Tactical Shooter te 


magazine. To our surprise we were flooded with calls asking for reprints of the color photo. u 
Later, when talking to the President of Custom Concealment, David Marion, he commented 
that they were always getting requests for prints of their “A good man is hard to find” Qhillic [ess ssa) 
suit advertisements. While we were pondering the commercial possibilities that seemed tobe Kid) 
pounding loudly on our front door, Kevin Dockery (author of a number Of DOOKS ON the US Qs 
Navy Seals), out of the blue sent us yet another whimsical photo...of a ghillie Suit clad fellow, [psi ss) 

intently reading a copy of Tactical Shooter. We bounced the ge q 
posters idea off a few souls...and the invariable response ~ “—” 
was an order “...for the whole set, as soon as they’re ro” 
available”. Mother didn’t raise any total fools...this was oe 
rapidly becoming a no-brainer. 


The four currently available 
posters (sold only in sets of two) 
are each 17" x 22" in size, and 
printed on “100 pound gloss 
cover” paper, which is top of the Faia 
line for poster quality. FIARD TO FIND 
We have found that “tactical” oriented 

shooters love the posters at first sight. 


74*'@: — To our surprise, at a recent tactical show, 
teen-age girls were buying the posters at 
a brisk rate. We were scratching 
our head, and trying to figure 
this out, when a mother of one 
of these precocious lasses 
explained to us that a lovelorn 
16-year-old girl just might have 
an affinity for a poster that 
proclaims “A good man is hard 
to find” on her bedroom wall. 
(We are considering getting out 
of the firearms field entirely, 
and just handling posters for 
teenagers....). 


Set A, or Set B...each set is $13.50, both sets are $25.00. 
Shipping and handling, including a sturdy mailing tube, is $5.00 in the US. Foreign 
orders, including Canada, will be billed actual shipping charges, plus $3.50. Visa and 
Master Card accepted without surcharge at our CT office. (860) 645-8776 phone; 
(860) 643-8215 fax. CT residents add 6% tax. NY residents add 4% tax. 


Precision Shooting is pleased to 
announce their publication of... 


SNIPERCRAFT: 


The Art of the Police Sniper 


BY DERRICK D. BARTLETT 


Derrick Bartlett is an eighteen year 
veteran of law enforcement. Currently 
a member of the Fort Lauderdale 
Police Department, he serves as a 
SWAT/ Sniper. Fifteen years in special 
operations have provided him with 
opportunities to train with a number 
of elite units and renowned instructors. He has also had 
ample opportunities to put that training to the test in 
actual field operations. He is respected by his peers as 
an authority in the field of police sniper operations and 
training. As the Managing Director of Snipercraft, Inc., 
he has provided instruction for snipers and supervisors 
for hundreds of police agencies throughout the United 
States. His articles on sniping have been published in 
several national magazines. 
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Chapters in Derrick Bartlett's 


new book include, among others: 


Snipercraft, The Organization... Foundation for — 
Success... The Sniper Mission... Sniper Selection... = 
Calling a Thing by its Right Name... On Killing... — 
Professional Demeanor... Equipping the Ballistic — 
Surgeon... The Necessity of Training the Police | 
Sniper... Fitness and the Sniper... Green Light 7 
Policies and Rules of Engagement... The Deadly | 


Force Decision... Tactical Disarmament... Command | 


and Control of the Police Sniper... Camouflage: The © 
Art of Not Being Seen... The Visual Intruder at — 
Work... Know Your Enemy... Police Sniper Survival — 
Skills... From a Sniper In .. The Great 
Tragedy... While Invisible, | See and Destroy: © 
A Mission Statement. ; 


